
SUTTON UNDER WHITESTONECLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk.  Mrs I.C de Wet, 3 Holly Close, Sowerby, Thirsk, YO7 1SH, Tel:  01845 522401.                
email:  clerk@suttonunderwhitestoncliffeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

MINUTES FROM THE MEETING ON APRIL 12th 2021 HELD BY ZOOM AT 7.15PM. 
 
Address to the Meeting from Chairman Cllr. A. Pollard. 
Please can we take a moment at the start of the meeting to consider together the death of His Royal 

Highness, Prince Philip.  

I’m sure I speak for all of us when I say how sad it is when any life comes to an end. Living people are 

touched by the ending of another life.  

For the death of Prince Philip there is a particular sense of loss. Having lived for ninety-nine years, he 

has been “there” since before we were all born, and will be in our living memory from our earliest 

childhood onwards. In an era of film and television coverage, we have a long series of moving images 

of him, and we know his voice, so even if we didn’t see him in the flesh, we have a sense of the living 

man.  

He has been part of our national life for so long and to such powerfully good effect, the layers of loss 

are many and complex. He made a huge impact in his life, and with his death, the range of his 

activities and his mighty stature as a human being are becoming increasingly plain. His public service 

throughout his life is an inspiration.  

Perhaps we can take comfort from knowing how fully he used his years, and how much he enriched 

the lives of those around him, all those involved in the activities he instigated and supported, and 

the wider public who knew him as a public figure. We hope the nation’s and the world’s appreciation 

of his life, and grief at its ending, may serve a little to support his immediate and wider family and 

most particularly Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. 

Present:  Parish Councillors Pollard, Knight, Worley and District Councillor Robinson and County 
Councillor Dadd and two members of the public. 
21.050 Members and visitors were welcomed by the Chairman, Cllr. Pollard.  Apologies were 
 accepted from Cllr.  Edgeworth who had another engagement.  Cllr. Trainer was able to hear 
 the discussions but was unable to participate in the meeting for technical reasons.   
 The owners of Elmac addressed the meeting and explained their recent planning application. 
21.051  The minutes of the Zoom meeting on 8th March 2021 were approved and would be signed.  
21.052  There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.             
21.053  County Councillor G. Dadd reported that Covid 19 rates in Hambleton District area were 7 
 per 1000 which was positive news and urged people to behave responsibly.  The Highways 
 budget had been cut and planned work timetables were being realigned.  The standing 
 traffic warning signs for Sutton Bank had been installed in Thirsk on Long Street and at the 
 junction of the A19 and A168.  Consultation on the bid for a Unitary Authority would end on 
 April 19th.  Cllr. Dadd felt that the return to face to face meetings should be up to each local 
 authority and the regulation about remote meetings was a muddle.             
21.054 District Councillor A. Robinson reported that HDC Waste and Street Scene recycling tonnage 
 remained high and the District was 73rd out of 357.  The Environmental Health Service was 
 tackling fuel poverty of £597,000 for Hambleton and advised that where necessary residents 
 should claim benefits.  From 21st June it was hoped that Covid 19 restrictions would all be 
 lifted.  If a Unitary Authority was recommended changes would be brought in from April 
 2023.            
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21.055  A very basic report from SNT, NY Police had been received.  It was genuinely hoped by 
 Councillors that these reports would contain more detail in future.             
21.056  The Clerk’s Report and Correspondence was given as per the list below.          
21.057  Financial Matters.         
 i) Balance of account.  

31st  March 2021 £5062.16 
 ii)To approve payments:  

Payment for YLCA Training (Finance AP)  Cheque 931  £15.00  Wish to see approved.                   
Payment to Calico UK Cheque 932 £28.80   Wish to see approved.         
Payment to YLCA for Membership.  Cheque 933.  £131.00  Wish to see approved.      
iii) Arrangements for internal audit.  An Internal check on behalf of the Councillors would be 
carried out by the Chairman as Covid regulations made it impossible for the usual method of 
internal audit.                                            
iv) It was agreed that the Council would declare the right to claim exemption from the need 
for External audit as annual income of £5047 and expenditure of £5062.16 are both under 
£25,000.00        

21.058 Defibrillator.  Confirmation of regular checking was received from the Chairman.  Cllr. Worley 

 offered to take over the checking for a period of time.                              

21.059 Planning Applications.          

 Decisions.  21/00036/FUL  Eden House.  Granted.     

                      Elmac.  20/02909/CLE  Request to remove Agricultural Tie.  Withdrawn. 

  New Applications.  Elmac.  2/145/27/PA Variation in 21/00682/MRC.  Wish to see approved. 

21.060  The Revised Code of Conduct had been considered.  Whilst the majority of it was 

 acceptable,  the element of mandatory training would be questioned if it applied to all 

 Councillors before they could take office.                     

21.061 and 21.062 The Government’s Consultation on remote/hybrid meetings was discussed and 

 the Council’s support for the remote meetings and feelings of disappointment at the 

 likelihood that the arrangement would no longer be legal would be forwarded to the 

 Government and the judge via NALC.  As it was most likely that remote meetings would not 

 be allowed for Parish Council meetings after May 6th it was agreed that the meetings 

 scheduled for May 10th would be brought forward to May 5th.  It was hoped that the Parish 

 Council could use the Village Hall for their meeting in June.                            

21.063 Consideration of ideas for a Neighbourhood Plan would be put on hold until 2022.            

21.064  A start had been made on the website update and it was agreed that .gov.uk email 

 addresses for Councillors would be acquired from Spanglefish.  Storage limits were sufficient 

 to accommodate these at no further charge. An update of Councillor details had been 

 prepared and a notice of Accessibility Statement had been uploaded.  Cllrs. Knight and 

 Pollard gave an update on email difficulties.  Outlook created some non delivery problems 

 when used with certain BT email addresses.                  

21.065  Consideration would be given to a possible upgrade of the Parish Council Noticeboard but 

 further research was required.              

21.066  Consideration would be given to placing regular reports in the Church Magazine and the 

 Darlington and Stockton Times to increase public awareness and interest.. 

21.067  Date  and venue for next meeting, APM and PC AGM 7.30pm May 5th 2021.  Via Zoom. 

               

 
 
 



 
Clerk’s Report and Correspondence.        
                   
               YLCA  E Training opportunities. Circulated.                 

White Rose Updates.  Circulated.          
Councillor Discussion Forums. Circulated.              
Remote Conference.  21 and 22 April. Circulated.      
The future of remote meetings and annual meetings in May 2021. Delegation od 
decision making to Clerk may be considered.  Indoor annual meetings may be 
considered from 17th May until 25th May to be legal.  Members of public can have 
remote access to physical meetings until 21 June.                
Government Consultation on remote /hybrid meetings.       

               HDC      Weekly Briefings for Members.  Circulated.     
               LGA.  New Model Code of Conduct 2020.  Circulated.           

Democratic Services.  Constituency Committee Meeting 26/03/2021.    Circulated   

and noticeboard.                                                                                                       

NYCC.  Notice for PFCC election.  Nominations by 8 April.  Circulated and 

noticeboard.                                                                                                  

YLCA and PKF Littlejohn.  Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR).  Declare 

exemption by 30 June2021.  Exercise of Public Rights to be published before July 1st.  

Circulated.                       

Area 2, NYCC.  Closure of Cross Hills from 13/04/21 for 2 days for repair.  Circulated. 

              

 


