
MINUTES FOR THE ORDINARY MEETING OF SUTTON UNDER WHITESTONECLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 

ON MONDAY NOVEMBER 8h 2021 AT 7.15pm.  

Clerk.  Mrs I.C de Wet, 3 Holly Close, Sowerby, Thirsk, YO7 1SH, Tel:  01845 522401.                
email:  clerk@suttonunderwhitestoncliffeparishcouncil.gov 
Present.  Cllr. A. Pollard (Chairman), Cllr. B. Edgeworth, Cllr. D. Trainer and Cllr. C. Worley.  PCSO N.
  Warby, County Councillor G. Dadd and District Councillor A. Robinson attended the first part 
 of the meeting.  Mr. A. Newing attended as a potential co-optee. 
21.166 Those present were welcomed and apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. J. 
 Knight.   
21.167 The minutes of the meeting on 11th October 2021 were approved and signed. 
21.168 Mr Andy Newing was welcomed and co-opted as a Parish Councillor.              
21.169 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda.             
21.170 County Councillor G. Dadd reported that the new queue detection signs had provided useful 
 warning of a number of HGV incidents on Sutton Bank.  The Spending review by the 
 Chancellor had been better than anticipated but NYCC continues to have financial problems. 
  The Government has approved the structure of the proposed Unitary Authority which will 
 be named North Yorkshire County.  The present contract and staffing arrangements for 
 NYCC will initially remain the same in order to save money. Covid 19 rates are falling.  
 Progress with youth vaccines is slower than planned.                                                                                      
21.171 District Councillor A. Robinson reported that Thirsk and Sowerby Leisure Centre had re-
 opened after a £4m refurbishment.  The gym was now open for 24 hours a day.  A 
 Greenhome scheme had been launched for improving energy efficiency in homes.         
21.172 A report from SNT, NY Police was presented by PCSO Warby. There had been nine traffic 
 incidents on Sutton Bank in October and a theft of a quad bike in the village.             
21.173 The Clerk’s Report and Correspondence was given.  See Below.    

21.174 Financial Matters.  It was agreed that although there was no urgency to change the 
bank  account to another Bank, it would eventually be necessary in the context of resilience 
and a new Council to move on to online banking.  Members had been asked to read the 
Unity Trust Bank website.                                                                                              
i) Balance of account. 29h October 2021 £7871.90.  NB £1000 in reserve for NYCC invoi ce* 

 Payment approved to IC de Wet for Electrode pads for replacement in defibrillator.  £49.14 
 Chq 954. 

It was agreed to give a donation of £50 to Great North Air Ambulance at the December 
meeting.                          
The Clerk would correspond with NYCC re the £1000 donation promised for the variable 
management signs.  The money was available but other questions remained about why the 
amount had been increased even though the total projected cost had been reduced.    

21.175 Defibrillator.  Cllr. Worley confirmed that he was regularly checking the defibrillator.  The 

 new pads would be fitted at the next check.  They expire in 09/2024.  Cllr Trainer would 

 arrange a time with Cllr Worley to be shown how to check the defibrillator and they would 

 change the pads.                                                                                                                              

21.176 Planning Applications.   None.                 

21.177 The Battlements.  Cllr. Worley reported that he would continue with the painting as and 

 when conditions allow.  A great deal of repair work was required by NYCC if they were 

 willing, before the job could be completed.  At the recent meeting of the Budget Committee, 

 it had been agreed that a professional may be employed in 2022 for whatever works are

 necessary during the Sutton Bank Closure week.                                       

21.178 The item about a proposed replacement Parish Council Noticeboard would remain on the 

 agenda but there was unlikely to be any progress for some months.              

21.179 Outline proposals for Christmas Carols on December 19th plus the newsletter were discussed.  

  Cllr. Worley would collect the tree at 9am on December 4th and help with positioning it and 

 fixing the lights would be appreciated.                                          

21.180 The Chairman had invited Sutton Hall initiative to provide an insert for the PC newsletter but 

 had not had a response.  The newsletter would be delivered early in December.             

21.181 It had been agreed by the Employment Committee that the Clerk’s hours would be increased 

 by an hour a month to 16 hours per month in April 2022.              
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21.182 The Chairman circulated ideas for the proposed budget for 2022/2023.  These had been 

 formulated by the Budget Committee.   A draft budget would be presented for the next 

 meeting.                                                                                   

21.183 The Chairman led a discussion about the organisation of Parish Council discussion and 

 decisions in the light of  predictable non-attendance at Ordinary meetings.  At the last 

 election too few candidates came forward. Co-option took time and a full council had not 

 been achieved. Councillors could not commit to every meeting. It was necessary to form 

 committed groups for necessary discussion between meetings, reporting for decisions to a 

 quorate Ordinary meeting. In addition, committees were empowered legally to include non-

 elected parishioners, unable to take on full councillor commitment. However, a councillor 

 was still required to steer and front a committee. The change in election timetable bringing 

 forward the 2023 election to May 2022 focused attention afresh on ways of keeping the 

 Parish Council viable and pursuing a good turnout of candidates for election.                         

21.184 It was confirmed that Yorkshire Gliding Club will light a beacon at 21.15hrs on 2nd June 2022 

 as part of the national chain, on their land, to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.                                                                                                                                

21.185 The next meeting is planned to be held in the meeting room at Sutton Village Hall on  

 Monday December 13th at 7.15pm.               

Clerk’s Report and Correspondence.                   
                     YLCA E Training opportunities. Circulated.                                     

White Rose Updates.  Circulated.                                                  
Councillor Discussion Forums.  Circulated.                                                    
As of 3rd November 2021 there are no results from HDC Planning for the retrospective   
applications at Eden House and Elm Garth. 
 
 
 

 

For information: Hambleton District Council, applications now open for Making a Difference Grants 

2022/23. 

Queen’s Jubilee Big Lunch 5 June 2022 

Police Fire and Crime Commissioner election 25 November.  

It was clarified that a Parish Council’s power to register a building with HDC as an Asset of 

Community Value did not apply in the case of the Whitestonecliffe Inn as the PC would not be 

proposing to act directly in the matter of re-opening it. It was agreed that the Clerk would write to 

the Brewery and request an update on their plans. 

The structure of the new Unitary Authority is currently being decided and elections for new County 

Councillors will take place 5 May 2022. Parish and Town Councillors invited to an online briefing on 

progress 1 December 7pm – 8.30pm and 3 December 2pm 0 3.30pm.  

North Yorkshire Council will take powers and replace NYCC and HDC from April 2023. Local elections 

have been brought forward from 2023, so elections for the Parish Council will also be 5 May 2022. 

                  Note new Unitary Council to be formed in 2023/2024. 

 

 


