
 
SUTTON UNDER WHITESTONECLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting for Sutton under Whitestonecliffe Parish Council held 
at 7.15pm in Sutton Village Hall on Monday, November 11th 2019. 
 
Present.  Cllr. A. Pollard, Chairman, Cllr. B. Edgeworth, Cllr. C. Worley, Hambleton District Councillor 
Andrew Robinson and North Yorkshire County Councillor Gareth Dadd. 
 
19.160 Apologies for absence were received from North Yorkshire Police.  
19.161 A report from NY Police had been received prior to the meeting.             
19.162 To co-opt new members of the Council if any.  None. 
19.163 There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda. 
19.164 County Councillor G. Dadd, had no Sutton Bank update following the closure week.   He felt 
 that Government had been in lockdown funding wise even in the period prior to the call for an 
 election.  Plans for Devolution had not progressed over the last 3 or 4 years and North 
 Yorkshire was missing out on a lot of money compared to some northern counties. £45m per 
 annum was being wasted on duplication with the present two-tier system.  Land owners have 
 responsibilities regarding flooding and should endeavour to keep ditches and drains free 
 flowing.  The County Council can put pressure on landowners to take their responsibilities 
 seriously.                                           
19.165 District Councillor A. Robinson reported that 2 electric vehicles had been purchased as the 
 start of a longer-term plan to replace the District Council vehicle fleet with electric powered 
 vehicles. The final collection of green bins would be during the period from 25th November 
 and collections would restart from17th February, apart from the Christmas Tree Collection in 
 early January.                                       
19.166 The minutes of the meeting held on October 14th 2019 were approved and signed.            
19.167 Recent emergency works undertaken on behalf of Yorkshire Water by Morrisons in the vicinity 
 of the Village Hall resulting in an overnight closure of the A170 had caused considerable 
 inconvenience to residents and users of the A170 as traffic had been diverted along totally 
 unsuitable single track country lanes, instead of the normal Sutton Bank Diversion, resulting in 
 Kilburn Lane being blocked by an HGV and the resulting chaos.  There had been insufficient 
 communication with residents and the Parish Council                       
19.168 Financial Matters.  Balance.  31st October 2019, £5135.14.    
 Deposits: None.                    
 Payment to IC de Wet for replacement pads for Defibrillator. £45.00.  Cheque 902 Approved.    
  Payment to IC de Wet for November wage £116.12. Chq. 903 Approved. 

Payment to IC de Wet for November travelling.  3 x Return £17.55 Chq. 904 Approved.  
19.169 Planning Matters:          
 Applications.  NYMNPA.  NYM/2019/0701/FL Application for change of use of land to form 
 manege for hobby use and siting of a horse walker at Garbutt Farm, Cold Kirby.  GR 451460 
 483428.  No objections. 

Decision.                                   
19.170 Cllr. Pollard reported that there had been 33 reports from members of the public about issues 
 on Sutton Bank and 42 different ones from NY Police making a total of 75 incidents on Sutton   
 Bank since January 2019. The problem was not going away.                 
19.171 Defib. Cabinet. Expiry date of new pads.   October 2022.                                    
19.172 To receive Clerk’s Report.  See notes below.              
19.173 Members were updated on the clearance of undergrowth from footpath adjacent to 
 Eden House.  Paths at NYCC had confirmed that the responsibility to clear 
 undergrowth encroaching from adjoining land was for the landowner to deal with and if 
 necessary NYCC would intervene to see that clearance was undertaken.                  
19.174 Two members of the public had attended the CPR refresher session on October 26th and 
 another four used the session as a refresher.                                 
19.175 Christmas Carol Singing Arrangements were updated for Sunday 15th December at 
 4.30pm. The Christmas Tree would be collected and erected on Sunday December 1st.           
                               
19.176 Recent heavy rainfall had resulted in flooding on the A170 at the Western end of  village, 
 causing the road to be closed.  One vehicle was known to have been rendered unusable. 
 Area 2 would be asked if the drain could be cleared.  Pooling at the eastern end of the village 
 would also be reported.                             
19.177 The Chairman’s letter to the MP regarding Carer’s Allowances for Parish Councillors was 
 pending and would be sent after the General Election.                      
19.178 The Clerk gave an update about BT Call Box Retention Attempt. The contact at HDC had 
 been informed about the difficulties incurred by the Chairman when trying to make a call from 
 the box which it appeared was not set up to work so therefore could not be registering any 
 calls, even though there is evidence of people trying to use it. The Council wishes to see the 
 Call Box retained because of the busy A170 and nearby notorious Sutton Bank and the 
 distances between Sutton and the nearest call boxes.   Emergency and confidential call 
 services also need protecting for the village, 101 and 999 calls plus Samaritans and Childline. 

                              

 



19.179 The Chairman reported YLCA's explanation that PCs can only act on those matters where 
 they have a specific power, that is, an Act of Parliament. Section 137 is a power enabling PCs 
 to engage in projects that are not possible under any other power, should a local matter arise. 
 The figure of £8.31 per head of voters is not a budget or an amount we can spend. It isn't a 
 money limit per se.  It is a notional sum used as a guide to the scale of a project we are 
 allowed commit to, outside our usual powers. A project with North Yorkshire, for example, to 
 which we were invited to contribute one third of the cost, could not exceed in total our number 
 of voters x £8.31. We do need to keep account of our use of Section 137 over the financial 
 year, not just how much was spent but the total cost of the projects involved, even if we did 
 not pay them.                   
19.180 Items for the next meeting on 9th December 2019. To agree budget request for 2020-21. 
  
Clerk’s Report.           
  Notice of damage caused to Village Hall Boundary Wall by a vehicle.   
  YLCA.  Suggestions for action on VE day, 8th May 2020. 
 Police Motor Cycle Speed Detection in village on 16th October. 
 
Correspondence.         
 NYCC.  Strategy for Tackling Loneliness.      
 NALC.  Chief Executive’s Bulletin.                   
 HDC Parish and Town Council’s Planning Training Session.  Monday November 18th 6.30pm 
 at Stone Cross, Northallerton.       
 Woodland Trust.  Offer of free trees.      
 Area 2.  Renewal of white lines through village planned. 
 Residents requesting help from PC re proposed works by Yorkshire Water 

 
 


