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Traffic Management Group 
 

The Traffic Management Group continues to play an active role in highlighting the 
issues on Sutton Bank and championing improvement opportunities. 
 
In our effort to advise drivers of the issues on Sutton Bank, Cllr Gareth Dadd agreed 
to fund an information board from his County Council locality budget.  With 
significant design and content input from Cllr Jim Dickinson, North Yorkshire County 
Council Highways department ensured the information board met with traffic 
regulations.  One half details a map of the area and alternative routes to Sutton Bank 
and the other gives written information on the gradient of Sutton Bank, the severity of 
ascent for HGV’s and that caravans are prohibited.  The information board has been 
installed in the north bound lay-by just below Thirsk.  The installation was covered by 
the Darlington and Stockton Times.  
 
In July 2017, Cllr Dadd organised a meeting with representatives from Highways 
England, North Yorkshire County Council, Parish Council and the Police and Crime 
Commissioners office to discuss the issues we have raised regarding Sutton Bank.  
The first meeting was attended by David Bowe, Corporate Director of Business and 
Environmental Services who was interested to understand the issues experienced 
on Sutton Bank.  Subsequent meetings have been chaired by Barrie Mason, 
Assistant Director of Highways and Transportation and have focussed on Improved 
Road Signage and a Turning Facility.   
 
Highways England took the lead on looking at improved road signage.  Following 
their investigations, they concluded that the existing signs were suitable for the 
required directional traffic information.      
 
One of the improvements to assist drivers may be an opportunity to install a Variable 
Message System in Thirsk to warn drivers of queuing traffic on Sutton Bank.  The 
location of the VMS would enable drivers to take an alternative route.  The Parish 
Council has been asked if they would consider a contribution of £5K towards this 
scheme.  Clearly for a Parish Council with a precept of just over £4K this is a 
significant sum of money and we must ensure our Parishioners get value from their 
precept.   
 
We have initiated a funding request to Kevin Hollinrake MP and we have received 
confirmation that he is in discussions with Ministers.  The Office of the Police and 
Crime Commissioner has a Community Fund and we shall review the eligibility 
requirements to submit an application.   
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A turning facility has been confirmed to be on the list of North Yorkshire County 
Council projects but it has to compete for funding.  The original land put forward for 
consideration is now longer available, but an alternative piece of land has been put 
forward to North Yorkshire County Council.  This offer of land is on the agenda for 
the next meeting with the Sutton Bank group.  At a recent North Yorkshire County 
Council Hambleton Area Committee Meeting the Annual Road Casualty Report for 
2016 put Sutton Bank top of the Casualty Cluster Site in Hambleton. 
 
Cllr Pollard has continued to record any incidents that she is advised off.  This year 
so far, there have been around 44 HGV blockages on Sutton Bank and in 2017 there 
was 71.  This monthly report is also sent to Will Naylor, Deputy Police & Crime 
Commissioner and Cllr Gareth Dadd.  The traffic log is the only data we have to 
demonstrate the issues people experience and it is very important that Cllr Pollard is 
notified of anything, anyone sees.   
 
Working with Highways at North Yorkshire County Council we have updated the 
Sutton Bank HGV leaflet.  An electronic copy of the leaflet has been placed on the 
Roads, Obstructions and Spillages page of the North Yorkshire County Council web 
site.  Where we have been able, the Parish Council has emailed hauliers regarding 
the blockage they caused and attached a copy of the leaflet. 
 
Where possible we have taken every opportunity afforded to us to get coverage in 
the Darlington and Stockton Times. 
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