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The TMG is a sub-committee of the Parish Council, formed almost four years ago, to tackle the problems 
caused by 35,000 vehicles a week passing through Sutton under Whitestonecliffe along the A170. All these 
vehicles must ascend or descend Sutton Bank. Sutton Bank has two 25% gradients (1 in 4), one 20% (1 in 5), a 
hairpin bend, which is an almost 180-degree turn, and at the top of the Bank, a final ninety-degree turn.  
The A170 is a Primary Route on the UK Primary Route Network. Delivery companies from many countries use it 
for all sorts of goods. For local hauliers who know Sutton Bank the inclines present no problems. However, 
drivers from further afield, including continental Europe, with insufficient information about Sutton Bank, may 
find the inclines difficult.  Sometimes a stuck vehicle can cause a blockage. When hold-ups occur as a result, 
they can be unsafe as well as inconvenient. You will have had an update of our work last September and 
another in the Parish Council Christmas Newsletter but here is a quick summary. For more detail please see 
the website www.suttonunderwhitestonecliffeparishcouncil.gov.uk Follow the Traffic Management Group tab 
for background, news, agenda and minutes, and a link to sign the online petition. 
 
Main activities from May 2015 
Our Traffic Regulation Order document was presented to North Yorkshire County Council.  The TRO is available 
to read on the Parish Council website. The proposal was rejected. We were able to make a presentation of our 
three years’ research findings to Kevin Hollinrake, the Thirsk and Malton Member of Parliament. Our research 
turned up a report commissioned by North Yorkshire County Council in 2004, by Faber Maunsell Consulting 
Engineers. They studied in detail the behaviour of lorries on Sutton Bank. One recommendation was a leaflet 
giving advice to drivers to assist them with ascending Sutton Bank. In December 2015, North Yorkshire County 
Council in conjunction with a local haulier updated and reprinted the leaflet.  We have been distributing it to 
many key areas and HGV truck stops as far south as Loughborough and as far north as Scotch Corner.   We also 
met our Member of the European Parliament, Timothy Kirkhope, to provide him with up-to-date information 
about our work.  
 
Meeting with the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Transport 
 In January 2016, our work led up to a presentation in the Village Hall to the Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State for Transport, Andrew Jones, at a meeting chaired by MP Kevin Hollinrake, and including the Police and 
Crime Commissioner Julia Mulligan (recently re-elected) and representatives of North Yorkshire County 
Council. Since that meeting, research into possible locations for a turning facility has progressed as far as a 
survey by North Yorkshire County Council for feasibility. As with all new initiatives sourcing funds will be a 
major activity as this work goes on. 
 
“Fracking” in North Yorkshire 
We have also been alerted to possible local traffic implications from hydraulic fracturing activities in North 
Yorkshire. Lorry traffic on the roads would be part of all stages of drilling, fracturing and shale gas distribution 
activities at all sites. Even if they are not in our immediate vicinity, there could be implications for the A170. 
 
Sutton Bank Traffic Log 
We’re still logging incidents on Sutton Bank. This log, from the last three years, has provided influential detail 
about the real situation. Please let us know of incidents you see or hear about - date and time, location, 
vehicles involved and any other information. Ring Councillor Alison Pollard on 01845 597761 or email 
alipollard@btopenworld.com 
 
Interested? 
You don’t have to be a parish councillor to serve on the TMG. If you’d like to help, you’ll be welcome. Everyone 
has their own knowledge, and fresh points of view keep our work moving. We’ve made a lot of progress but 
we aren’t finished yet!  

To join us, email the Parish Clerk at clerk@suttonunderwhitestonecliffeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
or use the Contact Us form on the website at www.suttonunderwhitestonecliffeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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