
Tuesday February 11, 2020  
 

Emergency and business continuity plans reviewed in light of 
coronavirus  
 

In the light of the global health emergency 
caused by the coronavirus, officers have 
been reviewing the existing operational 
emergency and business continuity plans. 
 
This includes our pandemic flu plan given 
the similarity of the illness albeit fortunately 
corona appears to have a lower mortality 
rate.  
 

Working through the Local Resilience Forum we will also continue to track and act on any 
information that is shared from the government and health protection agency as necessary.  
 
In the meantime, please find advice here about five things to know about the virus along with some 
reminders about handwashing here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-51386894  
 
 
Landmark low carbon homes site in West Bridgford moves a step closer 
 

Plans for a landmark energy efficient, low 
carbon housing site in West Bridgford are 
moving a step closer. 
 
Developers are set to purchase our former 
Abbey Road depot site in the coming 
months to deliver over 70 new homes that 
will provide exemplar housing for the 
Borough and industry.  
 
It will deliver up to 38 new affordable 
homes in the heart of the town with high 

quality design and materials and meet central government’s no fossil fuels policy on new build 
housing a remarkable three years ahead of its 2025 deadline. 
 
The planning permission for the site also references their construction will include a 19 per cent 
reduction on CO2 levels compared with current building regulations on standard houses across the 
country. 
 
All homes are set to include an electric car charging point, bike store, bat boxes, bird boxes and 
new trees.  
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Now the new development will have at least 30 per cent affordable housing, in line with our target 
for new sites in West Bridgford. 
 
That figure may rise to as high as 50 per cent including a high element of part-buy part-rent, which 
would enable many more families and individuals to step onto the housing ladder in West Bridgford. 
 
There have been some calls for the former pump house on the site to be granted listed status.  
 
However, when compared to other examples, we believe that the building has little architectural 
value, possesses no original features internally and could pose the risk of creating derelict land that 
could increase costs for local taxpayers. 
 
If retained it would be impossible to deliver the same level of affordable housing on the site and the 
lower receipts to the us may reduce investment in key service areas. 
 
Our Leader Cllr Simon Robinson said: “We have consistently emphasised the need for energy 
efficient new homes and this is the ideal opportunity to deliver high quality designs for both private 
sale and to add much needed affordable housing in West Bridgford.  
 
“We are aware of some local interest in the pump house. Whilst we understand that some features 
of the building externally may appeal, we are committed to providing a better landscape and homes 
on this site for future generations. 

 
“Any supporting efforts to preserve this building are not practical as it is not suitable for modern 
office or residential purposes and is not a high value structure. 
 
“With planning permission already in place here for the new housing we would not support its 
possible listing. We would urge residents and all stakeholders to consider the significant 
contemporary and environmental benefits of the new homes in the heart of one of our towns.” 
 
Wysall Village Hall hosts Daisy Chapman 

 
Wysall Village Hall hosts Daisy Chapman’s powerful 
voice backed by her very fine piano playing and 
Sue Lord’s soaring violin on March 27 from 7.30pm.  
 
Tickets are £15 including a lasagne supper or £12 
ticket only. Limited cabaret style seating. 
 
To book, contact Liz on 07764 436680 or Chris on 
01509 880 554 or click here for more information.  
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Mayor honours MBE for supporting domestic abuse victims  
 

A Cotgrave resident who has 
worked for over two decades 
helping to better the lives of 
victims of domestic abuse has 
been praised by our Mayor for 
receiving an MBE in the New 
Years’ Honours List.  
 
Nicola Brindley MBE received a 
signed letter of achievement from 
Mayor Cllr Christine Jeffreys in her 
home town on January 31, 
recognising her vital work with the 

Department of Work and Pensions based in Nottingham, to reach out and support over 800 victims 
since 2000. 
  
Her efforts at refuges across the city and campaigning with the department on their J9 
and Safe Place to disclose initiatives that were subsequently rolled out nationally, has made 
significant impacts to many survivors. 
  
She has also worked extensively with Tara’s Angels to collect and distribute clothes and goods to 
women and children suffering abuse, supporting Women’s Aid and other local charities. 
  
She was joined by her mother Pat Schade to receive the accolade from the Mayor and Cotgrave 
ward councillors Cllr Richard Butler and Cllr Leo Healy at Cotgrave Hub. 
 
Cllr Jeffreys said: “We have many wonderful local people who have received honours from the 
Queen and Nicola has earned hers for the incredible work she does making a huge difference to 
victims suffering domestic violence.  
  
“To have helped so many who desperately need support is heartening. Nicola must be 
congratulated for the positive and crucial impact she has made on their lives.” 
  
Nicola is now set to collect her MBE at a ceremony in March at Buckingham Palace.  
 
 
We’re committing to wider mental health support  
 

We’ve signed the Time to Change 
employer pledge, led by charities Mind and 
Rethink Mental Illness to support any staff 
who may suffer mental health problems. 
 
The commitment has already seen our 
investment in Mental Health First Aid 
training for members of staff, the 
establishment of an internal mental health 
steering group and the development of 
Personal Wellbeing Plans to manage the 
wellbeing of staff at work. 
 

We’re encouraging employers across Rushcliffe to consider signing the pledge, to ensure the 
Borough remains a great place to live and work that celebrates individuals in the workplace.  
 



These efforts follow our partnership with Public Health England last year in a commitment to better 
mental health across Rushcliffe communities. 
 
For more information about Time to Talk Day or the Time to Change pledge, please visit the Time to 
Change website. 
 
Tap dancers bring the joy to Bingham Market 
 

On Thursday (February 6), Bingham 
Market featured on BBC Radio Nottingham 
as tap dancers descended on the 
Buttercross!  
 
The talented performers from the Midlands 
Academy of Dance and Drama entertained 
the early morning crowds at the start of 
the weekly traditional market as part of 
the radio station’s celebration of  
‘FAB-uary’. 
 

You can hear the interviews from some of our friendly traders at the market on the BBC Sounds 
website by skipping Thursday’s show to 2 hours 25 minutes and 50 seconds or watch a short video 
of the performance on our Twitter page.  
 
Market Manager Ophelia Gamble was thrilled to welcome the dancers and is continuing to consider 
new and innovative ways to promote the market to audiences across the Borough and further afield. 
 
Rushcliffe running sessions thanks to Healthy Futures Funding 
 

A running group is now offering free 
beginners’ sessions at locations 
throughout the Borough, thanks to 
support from our Healthy Futures Fund.  
 
Notts Women Runners operate courses 
across Nottinghamshire and are offering 
the exercise opportunities in Ruddington 
and West Bridgford for new recruits 
hoping to increase their fitness levels.  
 
The group successfully applied for the 

funding to send volunteers on a Leadership in Running Fitness course by England Athletics which 
helps Run Leaders to gain experience of how to motivate others to reach their goals.  
 
Newly qualified leaders are now supporting run sessions for beginners across the Borough, based on 
the Couch to 5k programme, some of which are already fully booked.  
 
The group’s bid highlighted the need to reach residents who may not typically have engaged in 
physical activity over the winter months.  
 
Our Healthy Futures Fund is designed to help groups or activities sustain themselves financially, 
expand their efforts and positively impact the health and wellbeing of residents in Rushcliffe.  
 
If your group or activity wishes to apply for support, please visit 
https://www.rushcliffe.gov.uk/health/healthyfuturesfund/  
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Become a foster carer 
 

The County Council are renewing their appeal for 
further support to their fostering service.  
 
They are looking for those who can offer a 
welcoming and caring environment where children 
and young people will be safe from harm. 
 
Email fostering@nottscc.gov.uk call 0115 804 44 40 
or visit their Facebook page at 

www.facebook.com/fosternotts for more information. 
 
Plus, there is an information evening on Wednesday 20 May from 6pm to 8pm at County Hall for 
those who wish to find out more 
 

 
New arrangements for pitch, gymnasium and sports hall bookings at 
Keyworth Leisure Centre 

 
New arrangements for 3G pitch, gymnasium, 
sports hall and changing room bookings at 
Keyworth Leisure Centre come into operation 
from April 1 this year.  
 
All will continue to be available and operated by 
South Wolds Academy who will run and hire out 
the sports facilities directly to users from this 
date.  
 

For bookings of the school facilities up to and including 31 March please continue to contact Lex 
Leisure at the leisure centre on 0115 937 5582 or book online at www.leisurecentre.com/ if you are 
an existing member. 
 
For bookings of the school facilities from April 1 please book online at www.schoolhire.co.uk 
 
All prices are displayed on the booking site and details of how to access this system, a list of 
frequently asked questions for users and terms and conditions can be found on the school website 
at https://bit.ly/37xOmUA 
 
Lex Leisure will continue to operate the leisure centre including the swimming pool and fitness 
suite.    
 
For further information on these changes please email Phil Dack at South Wolds Academy 
pdack@southwolds.notts.sch.uk or call 0115 937 3506. 
 
Or, please contact Helen Penniston, Contracts Officer at Rushcliffe Borough Council by emailing 
hpenniston@rushcliffe.gov.uk or call 0115 914 8325. 
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Taxi safety checks see five vehicles taken off the road 
 

 
Our licensing and environmental health teams were part of a multi-agency operation on January 27 
that saw dozens of taxis thoroughly assessed as part of safety checks and five vehicles temporarily 
taken off the road to further protect passengers across the Borough and neighbouring districts.  
 
Dave Roberts, Pete Harris and Laura Straughan were among those that stopped drivers at our 
Eastcroft Depot on London Road to ensure they were fit and proper to drive and their vehicles were 
roadworthy, insured and met specified standards. 

 
They joined forces with those from Nottingham City Council, Gedling Borough Council, Mansfield 
District Council, Erewash Borough Council, Wolverhampton City Council and VOSA, the Vehicle 
Driving Standards Agency to make the checks.  
 
Of the 33 taxis stopped from across the region, five drivers saw immediate prohibition of their 
vehicle with one immediately seized and towed away due to a dangerous defective brake pipe and 
the male driver not possessing his driver’s badge when requested.  
  
The other four vehicles will also be off the road until their drivers address issues including an under 
inflated tyre, defective steering, a front nearside light not working, rubber missing from a brake 
pedal, dashboard warning lights and an oil leak. 
 
Our Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Environment and Safety Cllr Rob Inglis said: “This was another 
great example of authorities uniting to ensure the safety of those who use our taxis across the 
county and further afield. 
 
“The majority of drivers are always highly professional and take their responsibilities very seriously 
but these random checks are crucial to ensure standards are maintained and those who flout the 
rules are identified. 
 
“We’ll continue to work together at locations across the region to give this extra protection to 
residents and visitors who use taxis.” 
 
Other issues saw some drivers’ operating plates temporarily suspended or given warnings for oil 
leaking onto an exhaust system, tyre tread not being sufficient, a defective nearside front headlight, 
accident damage to a rear bumper, a driver not possessing his badge and another not wearing his 
badge.  
 
A Rushcliffe registered taxi driver was also given penalty points for not possessing a first aid kit, fire 
extinguisher and failure to clearly display a vehicle licence plate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Rushcliffe named best place to live in Nottinghamshire  
 

The Borough has been named the best 
place to live in Nottinghamshire, according 
to a national survey that assesses 
employment, health and personal 
wellbeing. 
 
The Halifax Quality of Life survey 2020 
again highlighted the Borough as one of 
the best places to live in the country. 
 
It was found to be the 22nd best place to 
live nationally, highlighting its continued 
reputation as a great place, offering great 

sport and great lifestyle for residents. 
 
The annual survey considered 26 different factors that homebuyers might consider when choosing a 
place to live, including employment and salary, house prices, crime rates and health and personal 
wellbeing. 
 
Affordability, safety and access to green space were also important factors to UK adults that were 
considered by the banking group that conducted the survey. 
 
Further details on the survey’s results and a full list of regions can be found on the Lloyds Banking 
Group website: https://bit.ly/2RGKP0P 
 
  
Have your say on East Midlands Airport  
 

East Midland Airport are inviting views on the way it 
affects our communities in its annual Community 
Impact Survey.  
 
Your thoughts, opinions and responses will help 
them shape their Community Strategy going 
forward. 
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