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James Mackman 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

39 Calder Avenue 

Nether Poppleton 

York YO26 6RG 

 Tel: (01904) 399277 

E-mail <jmackman3@gmail.com> 

 

 

 

As requested, I have carried out an internal audit on the books of the Shipton by 

Beningbrough Parish Council for the year ended 31 March 2019 following the guidelines 

supplied by the Parish Council and, acting independently, I have examined the records 

presented to me. 

The audit was in accordance with the ten tests shown in Section 4 of the Annual Return.  It 

is recognised that these tests represent the minimum level of coverage, so I have used the 

schedules shown in Appendices 9 and 10 in the Practitioners' Guide as my guideline.  I have 

also checked the Parish Council’s agendas, minutes and website. 

 

Having carried out the internal audit since 2002 I conducted the audit with a view to see if 

the observations and suggestions I have made had been implemented and/or continued. 

 

Observations and Suggestions 

I can report that Mrs Remmer took on board my suggestions of last year and presented an 

excellent set of books and accounts to audit. 

 

I do have some comments which I list below. 

 

• The Parish Council’s reserves are more than three times the annual precept.  It is not legal 

for a Parish Council to have excess reserves and the external auditor requires an 

explanation when reserves exceed twice the annual precept.  It is important that the Parish 

Council produces a Reserves Policy which should show why the reserves are being held 

and what it is intended to do with them. 

 

• I noted that the cost of cutting the grass in the allotments is charged to grass cutting.  

Should anyone wish to calculate the profit/loss on the allotments this expense needs to be 

considered 

 

• Not all the cheque stubs bore two sets of initials.  It is part of the audit checking 

procedure to see that the record of all items of expenditure have two sets of initials – 

cheque stubs and invoices - so that the authorisation of expenditure can be seen to have 

been properly considered. 

 

• The Parish Council’s website is not secure.  The Transparency Code demands that many 

documents are put on to a website.  With the problems of viruses, trojans and hacking 

many people are put off revisiting websites that are not secure.  I recommend that the 

Parish Council takes steps to ensure that the website is made secure.  In other words, 

show that it is an https website with a lock on the left – as you would expect if you were 

looking to make a payment online. 

 

• The Parish Council’s website should show each Parish Councillor’s Register of Interests 

so that anyone can check them.  Second best is for there to be a link to the Principal 

Authority’s website where the ROI should be shown.  There is no link to the ROI records 

on the Parish Council’s website. 
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• There is a Risk Assessment schedule in the file, but it is not dated.  The Risk Assessment 

should be reviewed annually, and this noted in the minutes.  The current schedule should 

be updated to include a reference to the GDPR obligations. 

 

That seems like quite a list, but I can confirm that in all significant respects the objectives 

have been achieved throughout the financial year to a standard more than adequate to meet 

the needs of the Parish Council.  

 

I have not audited the books for the period from 1 April 2019. 

 

I have enclosed my invoice for the audit work I carried out. 

 

I should like to thank Mrs Remmer her readiness to answer my questions and for her help in 

enabling me to perform the audit. 

 

 

James Mackman 

Internal Auditor 

 

 

8 June 2019 


