
 
Old Buckenham Parish Council 

 
MINUTES of the Parish of Old Buckenham Annual Parish Meeting 

held on Friday 31st May 2019 at 7pm in the Village Hall,  
Old Buckenham 

 
Present: Parish Council Chairman S Milner, Parish Clerk R Noyes 
Also present: Parish Cllrs T Cook, A Joel, M Farrington, County and District Cllr S Askew, 21 members 
of the public 
 

Minute  

01/2022 Welcome 
Welcome to first Annual Parish Meeting (APM) since 2019. Introduction of Parish Councillors 
and Parish Clerk.  
AN, NB and DI send their apologies 

02/2022 To agree the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting on 31st May 2019 
APPROVED 

03/2022 Matters arising from the minutes 
None 

04/2022 New Burial Site in Old Buckenham  
Item led by Alison Hannah, Secretary of All Saints Parochial Church Council (PCC). 
There is an estimated 12-18 months left before the Churchyard runs out of new burial plots. 
A decision was taken some time ago not to accept any new ‘reservations of plots’, however 
all existing reservations will be honoured. This decision doesn’t affect burying of a relative 
within an existing grave space, where the initial burial was at an adequate depth to facilitate 
this. The Churchyard has already been extended, about 35 years ago and the PCC has decided 
that they do not wish to extended the existing graveyard again, even if it were possible.   
 
When questioned about the reasoning behind the decision not to extend the current 
graveyard, Alison explained that it was a decision that they did not come to easily and one of 
the main reasons was the difficulty in maintaining the current churchyard. They are currently 
struggling to find enough volunteers to help manage the vegetation of the existing graveyard 
and increasing its size would simply add to problem and would not be practical. There is the 
aim to maintain the churchyard in order to provide a peaceful place for reflection as well as 
for wildlife. The finances are not available to hire someone to do the work either.  
 
The PCC are required to give notice to the Parish Council of this decision, which has been 
done, to enable the Parish to decide what to do about the future need for burial space for 
Old Buckenham residents. Currently, the PCC intend to continue to take responsibility for 
maintaining the existing graveyard, even when no new burials will take place there. While 
they could give notice to transfer that responsibility to the Parish Council, who would be 
obliged to take it over or simply refuse to do so (in which cause responsibility would pass to 
District Council), the PCC have decided not to do so and continue maintaining it themselves.  
 
The issue that the Parish Council will need to discuss and decide upon is about providing a 
new burial space, once the churchyard has reached capacity. The Parish Council is a Burial 
Authority and is permitted to provide and maintain graveyard/cemeteries, although has no 
obligation to do so. The Parish Council will need to decide if they wish to provide a burial site 
in the village. If they do, they will then need to look at acquiring land, however if the decision 
is not to provide such a space, village residents would have to seek burial elsewhere in 



neighbouring villages and towns.  
 
When asked about the internment of ashes, Alison explained that there is still space for that 
option. Memorial stones do take up quite a bit of space and could be limited in the future, 
but there is also a designated area for internment of ashes, without a memorial stone. The 
graveyard would only be closed to new burials.  
 
Several residents expressed their wish to be buried in the village, sometimes along with 
several generations of their family already buried in the graveyard, and would be very 
disappointed and upset if they were unable to do so.  
 
Alison explained that this is a problem that lots of Parishes are facing. Hundreds of years ago, 
they used to reuse plots and did not have memorial stones for individuals. However about 
150 years ago, maintained churchyards became the norm. While re-burials have been 
considered, it is a very sensitive issue, particularly for living relatives and permission would 
need to be sought. The conditions of the soil in Old Buckenham so not make this a feasible 
option.  
 
Many thanks to Alison Hannah for informing residents and the Parish Council about the issue. 
This is an item that the Parish Council will be discussing and deciding on soon.   

05/2022 Prince Harry’s Wood 
Parish Clerk explained the process so far: The location of the woodland is on Cake St, 
opposite the entrance to the Stud Farm. There are also several small grass areas within St 
Andrews Close that would also be included in the transfer. Breckland Council had no future 
plans for the woodland and gave Old Buckenham Parish Council (OBPC) the option to 
purchase it at NIL cost. The only expense would be solicitors’ fees which have been quoted at 
£1000. In February, OBPC met with Breckland Council representatives to discuss options and 
ask questions. Following discussions, OBPC voted to approve the purchase. While there 
would be extra cost involved in maintaining the wooded area, it was felt that if OBPC owned 
it, it would prevent any private sales and give the Parish Council more control over its future 
use. The state of the woodland at the point of transfer was an issue that was raised by Cllrs. 
Breckland have explained that they would remove any litter beforehand and they have just 
completed a review of any trees that need cutting back (work to be completed in Autumn). 
The solicitors are currently completing the necessary paperwork and the transfer should be 
completed in a few weeks time. The Parish Council were interested to hear any thoughts 
about the use of the woodland going forward.  
 
Residents explained that it was over planted when it was created and consequently, there are 
too many trees for the space. There was a strong consensus that the area should be kept as a 
woodland area and improved for wildlife. There are no other areas like it in the village and 
could be a valuable asset to the village. It was suggested that once the transfer is complete, it 
would be worth consulting with a wildlife expert (e.g from the Woodland Trust) to gain 
knowledge of how best to utilise the woodland for wildlife and look after the habitats and 
wildlife that had already developed. There was also the suggestion that it could be used for 
the village schools, although there would be the issue of safety around the road.  
 
In terms of managing the area, a couple of options were put forward. Firstly, a small working 
could be created or it could be incorporated to the Green Working Party. Secondly, an 
agreement could be set up with Serco who would complete agreed work regularly.   

06/2022 Road Safety Issues around Old Buckenham  
There are always going to be road safety issues and the Parish Council has worked hard over 



recent years to try and make improvements for the safety of drivers and pedestrians. These 
have included the zebra crossing on the B1077 and the footpath outside the High School to 
encourage safer crossing of pedestrians.  
 
Currently there are a few areas on which the Parish Council are focusing. After the fatality 
several months ago on Puddledock corner, Highways conducted a full review of the safety of 
the road. They concluded that there were no improvements required. The residents of 
Puddledock had their own meeting and put forward a list of suggestions, facilitated by Cllr S 
Askew, all of which were refused. Recently, Highways have made a suggestion of a flashing 
Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) which would warn drivers to “Slow Down” or “Bend Ahead”. This 
would cost £7000, but could be purchased through the Parish Partnership Scheme (PPS) 
which would result in the cost being shared equally between the Parish Council and Norfolk 
County Council. Cllr S Askew commented that he would be open to donating towards the 
project, if it goes ahead, from his Personal Councillor budget. Cllr Farrington explained that 
while driver error is a large cause of accidents, there must be things that can be done to 
reduce the chance of error. There have been lots of accidents and one resident appears to 
have given up repairing his fence after it was crashed into again recently. A resident 
highlighted that for drivers turning in to Fen St (after approaching from Attleborough), 
overgrown vegetation is a major issue. There is a particular patch of saplings and vegetation 
that prevents a clear view of approaching traffic and cyclists. The owner of this particular 
patch of saplings is not clear and so it has not been cleared. While the farmer has been very 
helpful in cutting back the grass within the field, Highways do not always cut up to the fence. 
Cllr S Askew has requested that this happens and that the grass is cut more regularly on this 
bend. Cllr Milner highlighted that it is important to keep a clear record of incidents on this 
corner so that it can support any requests for traffic easing measures. While the police and 
emergency services will have a record of call outs, there are many accidents here that go 
unreported as the driver is able to recover and drive safely away. A resident explained that 
they may be able to help create a database to keep a log of minor accidents.  
 
A resident highlighted that Ragmere Rd experiences a high level of speeding due to drivers 
turning off Cake St at full speed, without braking (approaching from New Buckenham 
direction). Horses are frequently ridden down this road and it is getting very dangerous. One 
of the issues is that sat nav systems frequently send people down Ragmere Rd, including 
lorries, when it is not suitable for heavy traffic. It is also causing a large number of dangerous 
pot holes to form.  
 
Cllr Milner explained that speeding is an issue that affects most of the village. A question was 
asked about the speed limit review on Fen St. The Clerk explained that there have been 
frequent attempts over the years to get a speed limit enforced for all of Fen St, which have all 
been unsuccessful. However, after the latest request, the Parish Council were informed that 
there was a grant available in 2024 for a review of speed limits and Fen St has been added to 
this list for consideration. While it may take time, this was a positive step.  

07/2022 Call for Volunteers  
There are a large number of community groups within the village, all of which play a big part 
in peoples lives, the village and its community. Almost all of these groups are run by 
volunteers and often, it is the same people volunteering for many of these groups. The Parish 
Council wanted to take the opportunity to highlight and say thank you to all the amazing 
volunteers in this village who give up their time to help others and to work for the village. 
However, almost of the groups need more volunteers and members, including the Parish 
Council, the Village Hall Committee, All Saints Church, The Almshouses Trust, Luncheon Club 
and many many more. If there is an area you are passionate about and would like to offer 



some help then get in contact with Parish Council who can help direct you to any of the 
community groups. Everyone understands that people have lives, families and work, so any 
time given is always hugely appreciated. Cllr Milner highlighted the more volunteers there 
are, the more work is shared and the quicker things can happen.  

08/2022 Chairman’s Report  
Cllr Milner welcomed everyone to the meeting, after having to cancel them the last two 
years. The Parish Council continued to work during the pandemic via online meetings.  
 
One project that will be a big part of Old Buckenham in the immediate future is the approval 
for a solar farm in some of the fields between Bunn’s Bank and Puddledock. As this is within 
the Parish of Old Buckenham, there is a grant available of £3600 a year, for 10 years. There 
are several ideas on how best to spend the money, including a footpath/cycle path from the 
village to Attleborough. The solar panels will be off the ground and allow sheep to graze 
below, which ensures the land can still be used for agricultural purposes. It’s great to see that 
Old Buckenham can do its bit towards providing renewable energy and reducing 
Greenhouses emissions.  
 
While there have been improvements in road safety in several areas of the village in recent 
years there are a couple of areas that we are currently looking to improve: Puddledock 
corner and ‘Sunnyside’ Track (between the B1077 down to the schools on Abbey Rd). While 
there is no perfect solution, we are looking at options to improve safety for all residents.  
 
The addition of some small housing developments in recent years has resulted in Old 
Buckenham already reaching its housing quota. Therefore, we would not expect any more 
within the village boundary in the next few years.  
 
While the Parish Council work hard to do what they can, there are still vacancies for 4 
Councillors. If residents want to see things done in the village, then joining the Parish Council 
will mean that there are more people to share the load and things will get done quicker.  

09/2022 District and County Councillor’s Reports 
District Councillor Report: 

- Many thanks to everyone that volunteered to help during the pandemic. It was 
reassuring to see such kindness and compassion from so many people.  

- Bin collections have been an issue in recent months affecting many. This was mainly 
due to staffing issues and new routes. Thank you for your patience. It seems to have 
generally sorted itself out now. 

- Within the village, Cllr Askew has used his Councillor’s Personal Budget towards many 
things around the village including new signage for the village Post Office, repainting 
road lines in St Andrews Close and initial surveys for the crossing.  

 
County Councillor Report: 
Full report is attached, with additional comments below. 

- There have been some road safety successes recently, with the crossing of the B1077 
and the trod footpath in front of the High School. The focus is currently on 
Puddledock corner and improving safety for drivers and residents. Cllr Askew was 
happy to help mediate discussions between residents and Highways and now it is up 
to the Parish Council on how they proceed with the flashing VAS sign. Cllr Askew also 
mentioned that he will always try and help Parishes financially, when he can, to help 
lighten the financial burden. Cllr Farrington highlighted how helpful Cllr Askew has 
been during discussions with Highways.  

 



A resident asked about the issue of flooding on Cake St. The ditches which are there to help 
manage the flow of water struggled to cope in recent years and there was some severe 
flooding 2 years ago. Cllr Askew would speak to Highways and organise a review of their 
current state and whether any work would need doing.  
 
Cllr Askew highlighted that as a resident of Old Buckenham there were two issues that were 
concerning him. Firstly, the amount of ragwort on the Green was not good as it was 
poisonous to cattle and horses. It could easily be spread from the Green on to neighbouring 
fields where livestock are kept. Secondly, there are an increasing number of landowners that 
do not maintain their hedgerows. Farmers will routinely ensure hedges on their property are 
cut back, private landowners also have a duty to do the same. It is not a job for Highways, but 
for the landowner.   

10/2022 Village Green Report 
Report provided by Richard Linder, from the Green Working Party. The Green Working Party 
is made up of Green Rights Owners, Parish Councillors and residents who have interest in the 
Green in order to try and keep it maintained and looking nice for the benefit of the village. 
During the Pandemic, they continued to meet outside as much as possible.  

- The main issue is the grass cutting. In recent years, they feel that they may have 
found a happy medium, whereby the grass is cut twice a year. This allows the 
wildflower to grow and seed in the spring before it is first cut, and then again in the 
Autumn.  

- There was a trail of growing more wildflowers on the Green. Unfortunately they were 
not very successful due to large amount of seed being eaten by birds and a very dry 
spring and summer.  

- Litter Picks are organised on Facebook and run several times a year.  
- There is a plan to plant 7 trees for the Jubilee in the Autumn. A possible location is 

near the War Memorial, with the trees forming a circular shape/arch with the 
possibility of a bench in the middle.  

- The issue of people parking on the Green in unofficial parking bays has been raised 
recently by the Parish Council, the Green Working Part do not want ‘No Parking’ signs 
all over the Green as it would ruin the aesthetics of the area. 

 
A resident commented that while the wildflowers trial did not work this time, there is still the 
possibility of some growth once it is wetter and that there is already a great range of wildlife 
and wildflowers on the Green.  

11/2022 Any other items or questions raised by the residents of Old Buckenham  
- Jubilee Street Part looking to be rearranged for the start of September, once children 

are back in School.  
- A resident raised the issue of a recent planning application in which there was 

insufficient notice to neighbours by Breckland Council and so residents were unaware 
of the application. This meant they did not attend the Parish Council meeting in 
which it was discussed to raise their objections. While they have since submitted 
their individual objections to Breckland Council, they would like the Parish Council to 
contact Breckland Council about the lack of notice given to neighbours and the 
possible impact this could have had on Old Buckenham Parish Council’s decision. 
Clerk will contact Breckland Council and also raise at next PC meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 


