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Old Buckenham Parish Council 

 
MINUTES of meeting of the Old Buckenham Parish Council  

held on Thursday 3rd March 2022 at 7:30pm at Old Buckenham Village Hall 
 
Present: Councillors S Milner (SM)(Chair), A Joel (AJ), N Bailey (NB), D Irons (DI), T Cook (TC), M 
Farrington (MF) 
Apologies: A Nicholls (AN), N Bailey (NB) for running late  
In Attendance: R Noyes (Clerk)  
Also present: 3 members of the Public 
 

Minute  Action 

22.03.01 Apologies for absence 
A Nicholls sends his apologies. N Bailey sends apologies for running late.  

 

22.03.02 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February 2022 
APPROVED (3 in favour, 2 abstain) 

 

22.03.03 To record declarations of interests not already recorded in the current Members’ Register 
of Interests 
None 

 
 
 

22.03.04 Financial Matters 
Community account balance £29,877.36 
Received £40 for allotment rent. 
Allotment 8A has been handed back due to being water logged. 
 
Payments for approval: 
R Bunn (defib install)                  £250.00 
Glasdons (dog bin)                      £130.14 
NALC (course)                              £48.00 
Gemini (RFO)                                £200.00 
R Noyes (Clerk)                            £309.50 
E Jolley (Comm car)                    £69.30 
TOTAL:                                          £1,006.94 
 
Propose to approve APPROVED (5 in favour) 

 
 

22.03.05 To receive Councillor reports and reports of matters arising from those minutes: for 
update and information only 
(NB arrived) 
SM: 

- Footpath on Hargham Rd is completed and will now provide a safe route for 
residents to walk in to the village. Should hopefully set a precedent for future 
developers to consider and provide pedestrian access.  

- Jubilee Meeting well attended by parishioners. Still after more volunteers to help 
organise events. Anyone interested please contact Clerk.  

- Resident has queried whether Cotman Trust own part of Prince Harry’s Wood as 
residents pay a small fee to get grass cut. RN to raise query with Breckland Council. 
Questions raised about changing the name of the wood which could be part of the 
Jubilee celebrations. 

- Recent inspection of allotments showed that while most were in good condition, 2 
are quite boggy. Will consult with landowner about improving drainage. Also there 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RN 
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is the issue of weeds spreading from vacant plots to maintained ones, so will 
purchase a membrane to cover vacant plots and prevent weeds from growing.  

RN 
- Empty house on Post Office Terrace reported. Owner has made contact with the PC 

and will have full correspondence soon to discuss any concerns.  

- Green Lease Renewal signed by Executors, Green Rights Proprietors and the Parish 

Council . Need to now amend Use of the Green Policy 

- Dog bin on Hargham Rd replaced after previous one was damaged and removed. 

- Church graveyard running out of space. RN currently conducting research about 

what this means for PC and the rules regarding burial sites. Will compile 

information and raise at next month’s meeting.  

- Playground: Minor repair jobs completed: U bolts on swings, bumper repaired on 

large swing, bolts tightened. Spring chicken will be moved away from fence next 

week. Roundabout repair by Playdale booked for 14th March.  

- Spoke to Tracey Allan at Good Neighbours Network in response to request to look 

at formation of Village Volunteer Group. It is a lottery funded scheme that is free to 

sign up to and will cover DBS checks, insurance and training for volunteers. If 

anyone in the village wishes to run this scheme in Old Buckenham, please contact 

Clerk.  

- Defibrillator box installed at the Ox and Plough. Defibrillator will be added and 

registered for use this month. VH defibrillator was required, but then not used 

recently. While they conduct their own weekly and monthly checks, regular 

maintenance checks are also required so have set up checklist. 

AJ 
- Recently inspected Prince Harry’s Wood. It is a large area with some fallen trees 

needing to be removed. Need to have a clear detailed plan of the area including 
ownership of ditches, footpath etc. Could also contact NWT for some advice on 
habitats. Serco currently cut the small grass areas within St Andrews Close/March 
Field Way so would need to arrange this maintenance as well.  

- Attended Attcare seminar which very useful. Copy of slides sent out to Cllrs. Old 
Buckenham forgotten on acknowledgements but will be amended.  

- Now that Green Lease and Use of Green Policy have been sorted, the rents for the 
two Pubs needs to be agreed, including maintenance responsibilities. SM, TC and DI 
to meet with Landlords of pubs to discuss.  

- Green will be cut in May ready for Jubilee celebrations.  
 
TC 

- Reminder that the PC only advise on issues of Rights of Way (RoW). A parishioner 
has stopped the application process for a recently closed permissive path. 
Originally, deadline of 2026 meant County Councils have been inundated with 
applications for RoW. That has now been rescinded and the Act of 2020 has been 
amended, but poorly publicised. DEFRA will issue a streamlined package of 
measures with no cut off date.  

- Treasurer for the VH has resigned. Please contact VH if you are willing to take up 
the role. Thanks to the Clerk for finding information regarding trustees for VH. 
Clarified that PC are custodian trustee and VH committee are Managing trustees, 
and therefore liable for any issues. Currently, VH is an Unincorporated company but 
looking at possibility becoming Incorporated, which would allow VH Committee to 
get own insurance, although this could be costly.  

SM 
 
 
RN 
 
TC,DI, 
SM 
 
 
RN 
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MF 
- Almshouses Trust had a meeting recently in which they said goodbye to the Chair, 

Canon Steve Wright. No immediate replacement, so will be rotating the Chair in the 
mean time. Also have concerns regarding personal and public liability for members 
and will be looking in to options. 

- Lots of Ash dieback in Puddledock area which may require many trees to be 
removed over the next few years.  

- Some of the maintenance work on Puddledock corner has been completed by 
Highways. Residents felt that all of their suggestions for improvements were 
dismissed by Highways and that residents safety was not being considered. Another 
car has gone through a fence recently.  

NB 
- Still awaiting contact from High School about getting the school more involved in 

the community. 
- Contacted Cllr S Askew regarding Abbey Rd traffic during school hours as cars are 

parking closer and closer to junction with Abbey Rd, including Mobile Library. Many 
staff from High School are parking along the road as there is not enough parking 
within the school, therefore less space for parents on the road. Cllr Askew has 
raised it with Highways.  

- Pot holes reported to Highways at the junction by Garden House, a large bump and 
pothole on nearby corner and potholes on Hargham Rd.  

- Vans and Cars are parked on new footpath, causing a lot of issues for drivers. SM to 
raise issue with site manager. Nationally parking laws are currently under 
consideration for any vehicle that parks on a pavement. The Parish Council will 
need to be aware if any changes are made that will affect parking in the Village in 
the future. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SM 
 

22.03.06 Public Participation relating to agenda items only 

• Prince Harry’s Wood: There is still litter that was reported 2 years ago and is in a bit 
of a mess. It should be in perfect condition before being handed over. The PC needs 
a full breakdown of costs involved, including legal fees.  

• If parking on pavements rules are changed in the future (see 22.03.05 above), will 
residents on Attleborough Rd be asked to park elsewhere?  

• Disappointing to see so few residents attend the PC meeting. 

• Recreation Ground is getting in a poor state at the moment. Gets quite boggy and 
drainage needs to be addressed. As the Village is unable to use the two school 
MUGAs (multi use games areas), so would be good if Recreation Ground was 
managed better. Feasibility study needed to look at suitable options for Recreation 
Ground.  

 
 

22.03.07 To consider planning applications and to receive Breckland District Council’s decisions 
made on any planning applications received before the meeting:  
(All planning applications are available for viewing on the Breckland District Council 
planning portal – www.breckland.gov.uk/article/2933/Search-Planning-Applications - Parish 
Councillors have been asked by the chairman to view the new applications in advance of the 
meeting 

a) New Planning Applications   
i)REFERENCE:       3PL/2022/0181/HOU 
PROPOSAL:         Single Storey Rear Extension & New Carport. 
LOCATION:           OLD BUCKENHAM: Ash Tree Cottage The Green 
APPLICANT:         Mr S Deadman 

 
No objections. Propose to support APPROVED (5 in favour, 1 abstain) 

 
 
 

http://www.breckland.gov.uk/article/2933/Search-Planning-Applications
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ii)REFERENCE:      3PL/2022/0224/HOU & 3PL/2022/0225/LB 
PROPOSAL:         Change existing garden room roof from polycarbonate to tapco tiled roof 
LOCATION:           OLD BUCKENHAM: The Old Crown Gate Bakery, The Green 
APPLICANT:         GDS Architectural 

 
No objections. Propose to support APPROVED (5 in favour, 1 abstain) 
 

b) Planning Decisions by Breckland Council 
None 
 

22.03.08 Village Jubilee Meeting Feedback 
Had a successful village meeting to discuss ideas and plans for Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations. Many thanks to all those that attended and contributed. A rough schedule for 
the weekend has been drafted: 
Thursday 2nd June: Decorating homes and the village, Beacon lighting at the Airfield 
Friday 3rd June: Village Walk, Afternoon Tea for Almshouses Residents, Landrovers at the Ox 
and Plough 
Saturday 4th June: Picnic at Country Park, Live Band at the Ox and Plough 
Sunday 5th June: Joint Church Service, The Big Lunch Street Party 
All weekend: Exhibition about the Queen, Activities for children such as Treasure 
Trail/Scarecrow Trail, Crown Making and designing commemorative plaques. Purchase a 
commemorative gift for children of the village.  
Autumn: Planting of trees for Queen’s Green Canopy. Suggestion of 7 different trees, one 
for each decade.  
 
Need more volunteers to help organise activities and events. Please contact Clerk if you are 
able to help out. A second Village Meeting has been booked for 23rd April to monitor 
progress of plans. 
 
PC have £500 set aside already and there will be grants of £500 available from Breckland 
(more information will be available on April 1st). SM will look at fundraising more money. RN 
to estimate cost of events.  

 
 

22.03.09 Shop to phone box track 
No easement document for properties. Cars have caused damage to the track but is a well 
used route for walkers, including school children. There is a concrete base and services 
underneath. Need to arrange a meeting between some PC Cllrs and residents to discuss 
possible options.  

 
 
 
 
SM 

22.03.10 Neighbourhood Plan 
Attended a course about Neighbourhood Plan (NP) which was very useful. Still no guarantee 
whether funding will continue, but will know after end of April. If extended, there are grants 
for £10,000, with Breckland paying an extra £5000. There is another £8,000 available but 
only if you meet certain criteria. Will have to use that £15,000 in the year, otherwise will 
have to pay back any remaining money and reapply. Have been in contact with Sue Heinrich 
(NP Officer at Breckland Council) and she has confirmed that there is no formal plan of the 
area, but will be easy to arrange. DI queried why did the previous attempt at NP stop, as he 
only wants to start the process if it will be seen through to completion. Previously, PC Cllr 
leading the project stepped down and nobody took over to complete it. No clear idea of 
costs but has been assured that they are in line with Grants. If a consultant is used, then 
would need one suited to our needs and fill in any gap in skills/knowledge. Will need to 
keep Sue Heinrich informed along the way. Looking for 7 to 10 residents to work on NP. 
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Going to create a leaflet for distribution to all residents, highlighting some of the skills and 
knowledge that would be needed. Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) would 
potentially need to be involved and would require extra work for them. Will enquire if 
would they be able to commit and would need to budget for their pay.  

DI 

22.03.11 June PC Meeting  
Clash with June Platinum Jubilee celebrations as beacon will be lit on Airfield at the same 
time. Several Cllrs will also be away at the time. Propose to cancel June PC meeting 
APPROVED (5 in favour) 

 
 

22.03.12 Solar Farm Community Grant 
Expected to get £3,600 a year for 10 years. Need to clarify if money comes from the site or 
the company. Cllrs to consider options previously discussed and will compile proposal next 
meeting.   

 

22.03.13 To consider items for next agenda 
Solar Farm Community Grant 
Signatures for Cheques – SM 
Graveyard 

 

22.03.14 To confirm date of next Parish Council meeting to be held on Thursday 7th April 2022 at 
7.30pm to be held at Old Buckenham Village Hall.  
Confirmed 

 

 
 


