
Hands 1-12, Played Wednesday Afternoon, 10 February and 15th June 

Summaries based on 12-14 point no-trump openings. 

Board 1 

East will open 1 and South, perhaps reluctantly, should pass.  West can just about manage a 1NT 

response.  East should now bid their 2nd 5-card suit – 2 (not good enough for a jump to 3).  West 

should show preferences for spades, 2.  Some Easts may raise to 3, but West should pass this.  

North/South silent throughout.     

East/West can make 9 tricks in spades, so any Easts pressing on to 4 should go down.  However, three 

pairs did go on to game and got away with it. 

Board 2 

South will open 1.  West will overcall in clubs, but how many?  Given that with just four losers they 

will compete again whatever N/S bid, they might as well bid 5 straight away and be done with it.  

North will support South's spades if they can, but after 5 by West will they go to 5?   

The final contract will depend on how hard both sides compete.  N/S can make 6, and 6 but they aren't 

going to find hearts in this black suit competitive auction.  E/W can make 3, so sacrifices in 4, 5 and 

even 6 would be good results.  

As could be expected with such distributional hands, there were many different contracts played at the 

tables – two Souths in 4, four in 5, one in 6, three Wests in 5 and one in 6. 

Board 3 

South will pass.  With a suit quality count of eight West can open a weak 2.  With just 5 losers, a good 

6-card heart suit and non-vulnerable, North will probably bid 3.  With an opening hand and 3 spades 

East should raise to 3.  South and West should pass.  It would be a bold North to go on to 4. 

East should make just 8 tricks in spades, but of the three pairs in 3 two made 9 tricks.   

N/S can make 10 tricks in diamonds, but they won't find the diamond fit unless West passes on the 1st 

round.  Losing a spade and two diamonds North can make 10 tricks in hearts also, but of the three Norths 

who did play in 4 just one made.   

Board 4 

North will open 1 and East should overcall 1NT.  South should pass.  West has 7 points, just enough for 

game if East is maximum.  So with four hearts West should bid Stayman 2.  If North passes East will 

bid 2 and West 3.  East has minimum points, but with the extra heart most will bid the game, 4. 

If North bids 2 over West's 2, East will bid 3.  South will pass and now West will raise to 4.   

If North goes to 4 East should double and score 800 for 3 off.  East can make 10 tricks in hearts, losing 

just a spade, a spade ruff and a diamond.  Just two Easts bid and made 4.  3NT+1 can be made by E/W, 

but with a 9-card heart fit they should be in hearts.   

Board 5. 

East will open 1.  South's club suit is a little thin for a 2 overcall, but whether they do or not West will 

bid hearts, and hearts again on the 2nd round.  They will surely finish in 4. 

Losing just two spades West makes 11 tricks in hearts.  11 tricks can also be made in no-trumps but of 

course it won't be bid. 

Board 6  

South will open 1NT.  West will pass and North with a 4-4-4-1 distribution has a classic Weak Stayman 

2 (if using weak Stayman – otherwise will pass), intending to pass whatever South responds.  East will 

pass, South will bid 2 and North will pass, hoping for at least a 4-4 diamond fit as South has no 4-card 

major.  



As luck would have it South has only two diamonds and so they play in a 4-2 fit.  Fortunately 2 can 

make with an overtrick.  4 can make too, but it will never be bid.  At the tables only one N/S pair were 

in 2.  Some Norths passed and some bid other than 2, and so six different contracts were played. 

Board 7 

West will open 1NT.  North is a little light for a vulnerable overcall.  Most Easts and Souths will pass and 

West should make eight tricks in no-trumps with 2 clubs, 5 diamonds and a heart.  Of the eight pairs 

playing in no-trumps seven made their contract.   

As with board 6 some Easts may try Stayman hoping a suit contract may be safer, but with just three 

hearts this is not ideal.   

Any N/S playing in 2 could go 2 off for -200. 

Board 8 

West will open 1, lower ranking of two 4-card suits, and East will respond 1.   

West should now bid 2NT to show their 17-18 points, and Eat should raise to 3NT.  N/S silent throughout. 

N/S can make a spade, a heart and a diamond leaving West with 10 tricks making their contract with an 

over-trick.  4 can also make 10 tricks but with just a 7-card fit in spades clearly 3NT is better. 

Board 9 

East will open 1 and West will reply 1.   

East can now bid 3, showing 6+ clubs and 16-18 points, or with honours in all four suits an "off centre" 

2NT.    

If East bids 3 then West, knowing East doesn't have a heart suit will bid 3NT.  If East bids 2NT West 

may try checkback looking for hearts if they play that, but they will finish in 3NT.  N/S silent throughout. 

Losing just the two black aces E/W can make 11 tricks in no-trumps. 

Board 10 

East will open 1 and West will respond 2.  East can now bid 2 – this is forcing for one round after 

West has bid at the 2-level.  (They will not miss a possible spade fit as West could now bid spades at the 

2-level).  West has little choice but to repeat clubs – 3.  East will now bid 3NT.  N/S silent throughout. 

Both East and West can make 12 tricks in no-trumps but it is difficult to see how they could bid it.  

Board 11 

South has a rule of 20 1 opening.  Non-vulnerable West can just about manage a 1NT overcall.  North 

will double this.  This will be taken (correctly) by South as for penalties, but after East passes they will 

probably bid 2 and North will raise straight to 4.   Losing just two clubs and a spade 4 makes. 

All N/S pairs played in hearts, six in game. 

Board 12 

West will open 1, the lower of two 4-card suits.   

If North passes East will bid 1, South will pass and West will bid 1NT showing a balanced hand and 

15/16 points.  East will raise to 3NT.   

As the cards lie West can make two heart tricks, which together with three spades and four diamonds 

makes the no-trump game. 

If North scrapes up a 1 overcall on the 1st round, East will either bid 2 or perhaps 2NT to show their 

points.  Either way E/W will get to 3NT. 


