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Chairperson’s Foreword 

 
As this will be the last Newsletter before SSA closes, I would like to thank 
everybody on the Board and Assembly for their support and advice over 
the last few years.  I think we have definitely ‘punched above our weight’ 
in terms of resources for some time now. Yet despite that we have played 
our part in Scottish civic society and made an impact on Government.  In 
my time as Chair that has included:  successful annual conferences; es-

tablishing a new Forum; and persistently pressuring the Scottish Government (SG) and political par-
ties on older people’s issues.   
 
Everything else we have done has been reported in our Annual Reports, which were circulated to all 
MSPs and MPs from Scottish Constituencies, and to a variety of relevant organisations.   Anyone 
looking over those Reports would be impressed by the amount of ground covered on a very tight 
budget and constrained by inadequate funding. 
 
Perhaps the key development in recent times has been the introduction of a Minister for Older Peo-
ple and Equalities to the Cabinet in 2018.  I believe this would not have come about but for the ar-
guments put forward by SSA and SPF.  In any case all older people in Scotland now have a clear fo-
cus for action and accountability in Government, which was not here before.  
 
Finally, a very special tribute to Yvonne who has run the SSA Office for 13 years.  Without Yvonne’s 
contribution nothing would have got done!  
 
Bill Johnston 

 
 
 
 

SSA Chair. 2014 To 2019 

 
SSA Closure 
 
Since the 2018 AGM and subsequent EGM decision to wind up our affairs by end March 2019 the of-
ficers and Board have worked through the list of necessary actions.  The main ones being:  inform-
ing the Scottish Government; informing OSCR and VAF; giving notice to quit the office in Broad 
Street and withdrawing from various service agreements related to the administration of the office.   
All of this has been done in good order to allow for closure with no matters outstanding.   At the 
same time we have maintained our usual level of activity in producing Newsletters, holding Board 
and Assembly meetings and communicating with SG on policy for older people and equalities. 

 
Advice to Forums in the light of the closure of SSA. 
 
With the closure of the SSA Forums will no longer have the support of a national organisation to 
raise issues and bring forward proposals for policy on older people’s issues.  This is a loss to civic 
society in Scotland and the remaining Forums will need to consider how best to develop their capaci-
ty to make up that loss if that is what they want to do.  This will not be easy given the reduction in 
funding and other supports at local level that have been reported over the years.  
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Here are some practical suggestions as to how it might be done.  
 

Build up contacts with the local MSP and ask for a meeting with the Forum. The SSA wrote to all MSPs 
in November and a copy of that letter is set out below, so there is a common baseline available.  The 
recent correspondence with Ms McKelvie, Minister for Older People and Equalities is also circulated 
with this Newsletter.   
 

Get on the mailing list for the Cross Party Group on Older People Age and Aging, Sandra White, MSP, 
currently chairs;  the Cross Party Group contact address is:  Christine Ryder, Project Worker, Outside 
the Box, 0141 419 0451, Email: christine@otbds.org 
 
Make direct contact with Christina McKelvie about the Scottish Government’s proposed Older People’s 
Framework.  This is due to be published by the end of March 2017. Contact details for the Minister 
are: Christina.McKelvie.msp@parliament.scot 
 

Set up a way to keep in contact with other Forums in the absence of SSA Assembly meetings. The 
SSA Office can’t share contact information due to Data Protection regulations so Forums will need to 
do that between themselves. 
 

The following information resources will help Forums get up-to-date information.  
 

• Age Scotland - https://www.ageuk.org.uk/scotland/ 
• Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations - https://scvo.org.uk/ 
• Glasgow Council for the Voluntary Sector -https://www.gcvs.org.uk/ 

• Centre for Ageing Better - https://www.ageing-better.org.uk/ 
• Equality and Human Rights Commission Scotland https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/

commission-scotland 
 
November 2018  letter to MSP’s 
 
Dear MSP 
 
Annual Report Scottish Seniors Alliance 2018. 
 
Please find enclosed our latest report, which we hope will be informative and useful in your work at 
the Parliament and for your constituents.  Can I draw attention to several key features of the period. 
 
1. Introduction of a Minister for Older People and Equalities to the Scottish Government. 
 
This has been an SSA objective for some years and it was very good to see that our efforts, in concert 
with the Scottish Pensioners Forum (SPF), have had some influence.  I would like to urge MSPs of all 
parties to make every effort to support the Minister – currently Ms McKelvie, MSP and ensure that this 
new post is effective in raising the profile of older people’s interests and needs.   
 
2. Ageism: Stereotyping, prejudice and discrimination. 
 
At present Age is a protected characteristic in Equalities Legislation however this feature is not as well 
known as the more high profile provisions for gender and race. So, a fuller debate of these matters 
with a view to clarifying the current situation is in order. 
 
The following EU Paper is a useful source: European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. (2018). 
Fundamental Rights Report 2018. http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/fundamental-rights-report
-2018 
 
3. Loneliness and Isolation: Key recommendations  
  
During the year the SSA contributed a substantial report for Ms Freeman, MSP and then Min-
ister for Social Security.  The key recommendations are reproduced in the Annual Report. We 
would be very interested to hear your responses to our recommendations. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 

Bill Johnston 
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Influencing the Scottish Government and other Politicians. 
 
 
 
Meeting with Christina McKelvie, MSP & Minister for Older People 
and Equalities (30/01/19). SEE Insert – letter to Ms McKelvie after the 
meeting. 
 
Bill, Dorothy and Sandra met with the Minister to further express concerns 
about the closure of SSA.   It was a useful discussion and is summarised in 
the inserted letter to Ms McKelvie. 
 
 

 
Meeting with Mhari Black, MP. 
 
Bill, Sandra and Dorothy met Ms Black at her office in Paisley on 8th February 2019. This was our sec-
ond meeting and gave an opportunity to brief Ms Black on our concerns about the impact of SSA’s clo-
sure and outline some of our proposals for direct engagement of older people (SEE text of our letter 
to Ms McKelvie).  
 
Older People’s Strategic Action Forum (OPSAF) meeting, (20/02/19) 
 
The Scottish Government’s proposed Older People’s Framework is on track to appear by the end of 
March 2019.  This will deliver a commitment from the Plan or Government, 2018/19 (https://
beta.gov.scot/programme-for-government/) and express how the SG views older people in terms of 
equality, fairness and agendas for action. The working title is “A Fairer Scotland for Older People”.   
 
Of those in attendance at OPSAF only 3 organisations were represented by older people themselves; 
the majority of those who attended  were paid workers of various organisations. This runs counter to 
the practice of the original Older Peoples Consultative Forum (OPCF).  At those meetings older people 
spoke on behalf of their organisations as opposed to being represented by salaried staff. 
 

________________ 
 

 
Information Resources—Please share with your Forum 

 
 
A Culture Strategy for Scotland – Consultation Analysis Report  
 
The analysis report, prepared by independent consultants, Craigforth Consulting Ltd, which sets out the 
findings of the public consultation on a draft Culture Strategy for Scotland, has now been published and 
you can view it via the link below: 
  
Key Themes Report 
http://www.gov.scot/ISBN/9781787814134 

_____________ 

 
The Scottish Government has published updated versions of the model Private Residential Tenancy 
Agreement, Easy Read Notes, and Statutory Terms Supporting Notes. This update takes account of 
changes to data protection laws, as well as other minor edits and clarifications. 
  
Updated pdfs can be accessed on the Scottish Government’s website as follows: 
  
Model Tenancy Agreement: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-government-model-private-residential-tenancy-agreement/ 

 
Easy Read Notes: 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/easy-read-notes-scottish-government-model-private-residential-
tenancy-agreement/ 
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Scottish Seniors Alliance  
Meeting Dates 2019 

 
Friday 15 February 2019 @ 11.30am –2.00pm   

There will be a small buffet provided. 
 

Health & Social Care Alliance Scotland 
Venlaw Building, 349 Bath Street  

Glasgow, G2 4AA 
 
 

 
Scottish Seniors Alliance,  Park Lane House, Suite 3/4, 47 Broad Street, Glasgow, G40 2QW 

Telephone 0141 551 0595 
 
 

Scottish Seniors Alliance is a Registered Incorporated Charity (SCIO) 
Charity no: SC040418 
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