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Donald MacKenzie
Community Councils of Inverness 52 Crown Drive
Inverness IV2 3QG



DECS Reference: TRO/1439693/25

15 January 2026

Dear Cllr MacKenzie,

Thank you for your correspondence of 17 December 2025 to the Minister for Border Security & Asylum, on behalf of the communities represented by Crown and City Centre, Raigmore, and Culcabock and Drakies Community Councils, about the proposed use of Cameron Barracks for asylum accommodation. Your correspondence has been passed to Asylum Support at the Home Office for a response.

The Government has a statutory obligation, in accordance with the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, to provide accommodation for asylum seekers who would otherwise be destitute. We have committed to exiting hotels at the earliest opportunity, and in order to do this we need to stand up alternative accommodation which is better suited to this purpose.
The Ministry of Defence (MOD) have offered the Cameron Barracks site to the Home
Office for a period of 12 months, after which it will return to MOD as part of their training estate.

Home Office officials are currently assessing the feasibility of the site as alternative asylum accommodation, and a final decision has not yet been made.

The Home Office is engaging regularly with local authorities, Police Scotland, NHS Highland and community partners to ensure robust arrangements are in place for safety, service provision and community cohesion.

With regard to local healthcare pressures, the department is working closely with health partners to ensure that healthcare provision at Cameron Barracks would meet residents’ needs while minimising any impact on community health services. Routine primary health services for those accommodated at the site would be funded by the Home Office, with additional wraparound support available from our service provider to support[image: ]wellbeing.

To ensure you have the most accurate and up-to-date information, the Home Office has published a factsheet on GOV.UK, which will be regularly updated as plans develop. I encourage you to refer to this resource for the latest updates:

Cameron Barracks, Inverness: factsheet - GOV.UK


Yours sincerely,


J Burley

Asylum Support Business Delivery Unit Asylum Support
Home Office
Email: Public.Enquiries@homeoffice.gov.uk
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