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As you are aware I am retiring from Oxfordshire County Council on 4th May this year.  I have 
completed two terms of four years. 
 
Over the past twelve months the County Council have undertaken a lot of tasks which I’ve itemised 
as follows: 
 
 

1. SOCIAL SERVICES & Adult care 
One of the Council's busiest departments. Social Services Department has found itself under 
a great deal of pressure with the increasing number of senior citizens in Oxfordshire.   Up to 
one third of Oxfordshire’s population are 65 years or more.  The pressure this puts on social 
care visits is immense.   The County have now decided that over the course of the next five 
years to recruit up to 700 more carers, which is necessary as the ageing population 
increases.  
 
  a) Children’s care & wellbeing 

 The County Council are legally required to the care of children who suffer at the hands 
of others. Neglect, various forms of exploitation and other unacceptable situations do 
occur frequently all over the County. In March 2017 the Council had in excess of 600 
children in care, some of which had to be accommodated outside the County for their 
own personal safety.  A bleak reflection on today's life. 

 
b)    Adoption and Fostering  

I have been honoured to serve on the Adoption and Fostering Panel.  This Department 
does a great deal of work for the benefit of all children from 16 days old to 16 years; 
children must have a happier existence.  Adoption Panels meet weekly to interview and 
approve potential foster and adoption families.  Such families are always urgently 
needed throughout the County. 

 
c)    Modern Slavery 

With our colleagues in the Police our Social Services Department have assisted in the 
care of individuals who have been the victims of this modern and covert trend.  Whilst it 
is not widespread, it does exist and preys on mainly illegal immigrants.  Again, Social 
Services are legally obliged to handle the consequences.  

 
d)    Refugees 

The County and District Councils have, by law, to accept and deal with not only refugees 
from Eastern Europe but also asylum seekers.  This is a nationwide situation. However, it 
is a burden upon social service budgets which impacts quite heavily on OCC’s finances. 
 
 



 
2. FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE 

Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue Service is renowned as being one of the best in the UK and has 
received various national awards for it’s efficiency.  The average time for answering a 999 
call is 8 minutes.  The County have 37 standard appliances plus a range of additional 
specialist vehicles.  Many of the Fire-fighters have also now qualified paramedics to  act as 
co-responders with the Ambulance Service and many are now first attendees at an incident.  
In excess of 50% of emergency calls are to road traffic accidents and our Fire and Rescue 
Service vehicles all have advanced equipment as standard on each appliance.  You may be 
interested to know that each time a fire appliance is activated the cost averages £3,400.  

 
3. BUS SUBSIDIES 

Regrettably during 2016 / 2017, and as a result of Government cutbacks, Oxfordshire County 
Council had to withdraw all its bus subsidies.  Interestingly many of the Bus Companies have 
taken on some rural routes for the purpose of trying to make them commercial.  It should be 
noted that most buses need to average revenue of approximately £100 per hour  from fares.  
The Oxford Bus Company has invested many millions of pounds in new hybrid buses 
throughout the County which benefits the carbon footprint immensely.  Several private and 
community initiatives have also been created for some rural communities with assistance of 
OCC staff. 

 
4. HIGHWAYS 

The last twelve months has seen the opening of the Chilton North slips on the A34, providing 
better access to Harwell Campus and Chilton. This improvement has eased the pressures on 
Rowstock Roundabout.  The Harwell Relief Road is now under construction and should be 
completed early next year, which will then relieve Harwell Village of the increased traffic 
from new development in the vicinity.   This will hopefully ensure that traffic from the Great 
Western Park and Didcot area will utilise the Harwell Relief Road and the new improved 
Hagbourne Hill to access the A34 and the expanding Harwell Campus.  The long-awaited 
improvements to Featherbed Lane still remain a challenge because of land ownership issues. 
The A417 improvements are long-overdue, and I regret that I have not been able to bring 
sufficient pressure to bear that would have seen further improvements & modifications. We 
all appreciate this well-trafficked road. The 30 mph speed limit from Rowstock westwards 
will soon extend to just beyond West Hendred. 
 

Potholes 
Potholes are a recurring topic that I’ve received over the years and I can confirm that 
Oxfordshire County Council filled some 38,000 at an average cost of £70 per call in 2016. 

 
Road gritting 
The OCC fleet of salt gritters travelled some 58,000 miles throughout Oxfordshire during 
the winter months. Each time the gritter fleet is activated, (including salt, salaries etc), a 
cost of £15,000 is expended from the public purse. 

 
 

5. PLANNING 
 I always stress that the County Council is not the planning authority, that is the legislative 
& legal responsibility of District Councils.  The County Council are only ever invited to put 
forward recommendations and observations.  It is at the discretion of the District Councils 
alone as to whether or not the recommendations, objections, requirements that are made 
by OCC are adhered to or ignored.  



 
6. LOCAL AUTHORITY GOVERNANCE 

In February 2016 the four District Councils plus Oxford City Council suddenly announced 
they were going to form District Unitary Authorities and dissolve the County Council.  Local 
politics being a fascinating topic only 12 months later, two of the District Councils have had a 
“U-turn” decision to join new proposals for a single County of Oxfordshire Unitary Authority, 
This could result in the County having just one over-riding Authority.  This could save up to 
£100 million per annum.  Such money could be put to better use for the benefit of 
Oxfordshire residents and could see better road projects, faster road repairs, better care for 
the elderly and children, rural bus services and many other benefits.  It would also create 
closer communications between Departments and the ability to rationalise premises, land 
and staff.  Planning would also have appropriate co-ordination. Currently there are 288 
Councillors in Oxfordshire, at District, City and County levels. If the Unitary scheme is 
approved by Government and adopted this would reduce the numbers of councillors to 
approximately 100. Formal submissions have now been submitted to Government. 
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