
Annual Report from Mike Fox-Davies - County Councillor for Hendreds and Harwell Division 

As we head into SpringSummer, I have looked back over the past 15/18 months. 

It has been a busy time, heralded with last year’s inclement winter (Beast from the East) which 

bought not just traffic disruption, but increased damage and potholes in the road network, which 

affected us all.  

Since then, as well as the budgeted sum, additional funds were provided by Central Government to 

help to address some of these issues. That has meant over 42,000 defects being repaired between 

January 2018 and now. However, the roads issue is country wide as recognised by an additional 

release of more funding from central Government. 

Full Council 

At Full Council, I presented three motions over the 15 months, all carried with cross party 

unanimous support. 

1.  HGV routing agreements – When sites under the control of OCC (Quarries and Waste) have 

routing agreements to ensure specific times or routes are followed, not all HGV drivers have 

followed these agreements with minimal recourse by OCC without an expensive court 

process. My motion was to link a financial effect with those agreements, so that if they were 

flouted in the future, there would be a commercial imperative to ensure the developer or 

operator did not repeat the practise. 

2. Steventon Reservoir – This reservoir (which will be the size of Heathrow and can be shown 

not to be needed) is being presented by Thames water as the main option in its draft plan, 

but the Council agreed to demand a second consultation with Thames Water. This was then 

further strengthened when I presented an amendment to the cabinet paper to demand a 

public enquiry, again accepted. This has been further strengthened by a debate in 

Parliament, requested by Ed Vaizey who also demanded a public enquiry. The outcome of 

these requests is still to be announced, but I hope the public enquiry goes ahead, so there 

can be adequate consideration of all aspects of what will be the largest and most intrusive 

construction project in the area, spread over ten years. 

3. HGV developer road damage – On many development sites, most of the access routes back 

to the trunk roads are not built to take multi HGV movements each day, and although there 

are some mechanisms to claw back the cost of repairing these minor roads, they are not 

being applied or are not strong enough. My motion put more requirement on the 

developers to be responsible for the damage they cause, by demanding they undertake 

condition surveys before development starts and then return the damaged routes back the 

prior condition at their cost. This became a two-page spread across the front of the Oxford 

Mail in December. 

Support for Parishes 

During the past 15 months, although not part of specific Councillor responsibilities, I have attended 

the majority of my eight Parish’s regular meetings; both reporting back from the County Council, but 

also hearing about local issues where I can bring additional pressure to bear on behalf of the 

residents. 

One of the over-riding issues is traffic volume and speed, which prompted a further meeting with 

Officers and all Parish representatives. At this meeting, officers outlined how speed is assessed prior 

to any further action and assuming speed is shown to be a proven issue, the possible controls that 



can be considered. Unfortunately, these controls need to be paid for via funds from construction 

projects (if available) or through the local community/Parish, which some parishes are now 

considering. 

 

Councillor community fund 

During years 2018/19 and 2019/20. A Councillor priority fund of £15,000 per year has been made 

available for each Councillor to spend in their own Division on specific community projects. 

I felt the only fair way to allocate my fund was to divide equally between my 8 Parishes, to be fully 

spent by the end of the forthcoming year (i.e. by April 2020), with the Parishes deciding on their own 

priorities. 

There have been several projects already completed, including new equipment to one Village Hall, 

new play ground equipment to two others, while other projects are still in development.   

Committees and role  

As well as assisting at Parish Level and attending the Full Council of the County Council, I sit on three 

committees; the Performance Scrutiny Committee, which holds County Council departments to 

account on their performance; Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, which looks at all areas of 

health within the County, both NHS and that provided by the County Council; and the Planning and 

Regulations committee which only looks at minerals and waste. (The collection of residential waste 

is the responsibility of the Districts, the County only being responsible for the recycling, landfill or 

incineration). Additionally, I sit on two sub-committees, the transport Cabinet Advisory Group and 

chair our Locality group of 6 Councillors as well as being the group deputy chairman (backbenchers). 

This attendance enables me to work on behalf of the residents to ensure the County is providing the 

best service possible within strict budgetary constraints.  There will be some residents who think 

that the County could do more, but the overwhelming majority I speak to, understand that the 

financial constraints include the needs of vulnerable adults and children (approx. 2% of the total 

residents) where the spend is some 53% of the total County Council budget. All the other services 

provided by OCC must come from the remaining 47%. 

I have enjoyed supporting all my Parishes over the past months and if there are issues that you 

would like to be raised, please contact your Parish in the first instance, who will add their weight to 

your input, or you can contact me directly.  

Cllr Mike Fox-Davies 
Oxfordshire County Councillor  
Hendreds and Harwell Division 
 
mike.fox-davies@oxfordshire.gov.uk 
 
073939 79510 
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