
Chilton Parish Council 
Annual Report for Parish Councillors on Friday, 27th April 2018 

from Cllr Janet Shelley & Cllr Reg Waite 
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Introduction: 

 
You will recall Chilton Parish became part of the large ward known as Blewbury & 

Harwell Ward in May 2015 and since then the number of dwellings has continued 
to grow, particularly in the Harwell Parish section of Great Western Park in 
addition to Chilton, Blewbury and Harwell villages … and will increase further. 

 
Indeed, the number of dwellings throughout the Vale of White Horse District 

Councils has also increased bringing pressures on the 38 District Councillors. 
 
The past year has been particularly challenging in many ways but Janet and Reg 

are pleased to report none of the front-line services to residents has been 
reduced as has arisen in many local authorities. 

 
The past year: 

 
Janet has continued to be a hard-working member of the demanding Planning 
Committee and was appointed Deputy Chairman of that Committee during the 

year. 
 

Following two years as Deputy Chairman of the Council, Reg was elected 
Chairman of the Vale in May 2017.  This has been a very interesting and busy 
time with him attending more than 130 meetings and functions attended in 

addition to finding time fundraising for his two chosen charities – the Alzheimer’s 
Society and the Children’s Air Ambulance. 

 
He will revert to District Council status next month and will undoubtedly be 
appointed to several Committees. 

 
Despite further cuts in Government grants the Vale has demonstrated good 

management during the year without any reduction in the standard of services 
to the residents and naturally have been under continual scrutiny.  
 

The collection of our waste caused concern on a number of occasions during the 
year but the introduction of new fleet of vehicles has resolved matters. 

 
Fly-tipping remains a national problem.  The Vale has suffered too but the 
employment of a first-class team has resulted in several large fines.  The 

Government’s recent introduction of on the spot fines is welcomed and should 
assist in reducing the number of unsightly incidents. 

 
The waste littered throughout our main thoroughfares, particularly the A34 and 
A420, has caused major concerns – the whole matter is currently being 

reviewed. 
 



Dog poo – this remains an ongoing problem in Chilton and our team in the Vale 
have been informed.  All residents are requested to be observant and report 

incidents where dog owners are negligent to the Vale or to we District 
Councillors. 

 
As in previous years, the Vale’s waste and recycling services were voted one of 
the top performing council service by residents and Janet and Reg thank all 

people in Chilton for their ongoing strong support which helps bring in additional 
income.   

 
The year ahead: 
 

Another challenging year without any doubt.  Planning applications will continue 
unabated.   

 
Further discussion will arise with the greater Didcot Garden Town status concept 
with firm decisions made how it will affect the town community and the 

surrounding villages.   
 

With further central financial cuts expected the Vale will continue to explore 
further means of reducing costs and expenditure.  Indeed, the Vale and other 

districts throughout Oxfordshire and in fact most of the country are still 
considering the best methods of reducing authorities with the formation of 
unitary councils.   

 
As you know from earlier media comment and information found on the Vale’s 

website the County are not in harmony with all the four district councils and 
Oxford City Council on this major topic.  Further progress one way or another 
should come to light later in the year ahead. 

  
You have already learned that Cllr Matt Barber will be standing down as Leader 

of the Vale on Wednesday, 16th May at the annual Council Meeting when the new 
Leader will be elected.  
 

Matthew intends to remain as District Councillor for Steventon and the Hanneys 
whilst taking on full time role as Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner for 

Thames Valley Police. 
 
Oxford to Cambridge Expressway – South Oxfordshire District Council’s current 

preference is for a route north west of Oxford, whilst the Vale’s current 
preference is for a route to the south of Oxford and joining the A34 between 

Didcot and Abingdon.  Janet and Reg oppose this. 
 
Local Plan 2031 – Part 2 was submitted to the Secretary of State on Friday, 23rd 

February 2018.  Planning Inspector David Reed BSc DipTP DMS MRTPI has been 
appointed to undertake the Independent Examination, the dates for which he will 

be advising in due course. 
 
Janet and Reg continue to be your District Councillors and we will endeavour to 

provide a good service to you.  We take this opportunity to thank you for our 
joint teamwork over the past year.   

 



Finally, we especially wish to thank Chilton Parish Councillors and Parish Clerk, 
Liz, for all their committed and unstinting work, undertaken in such highly 

professional manner, on behalf of all the residents of the village. 
 

District Council elections throughout the Vale will be held next year – expected 
to be Thursday, 2nd May 2019. 
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