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Chilton Parish Council 

Wednesday 4th November 2020 

Report from District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Coronavirus Update and Community Support 

COVID-19 UPDATE; Council Press Release 2nd November 2020 

Oxfordshire must play its part to control the virus and save lives  

Help will be available to those who needs it this winter as the Oxfordshire community comes together to do its bit to 

control the virus and save lives.   

That’s the message from local leaders who are urging residents and businesses to carefully follow the new lockdown 

guidelines from the government this week.   

It’s clear that the second lockdown will be tough on residents and businesses across the county, which is why it’s so 

important to make sure it is effective. Oxfordshire’s council leaders, the Thames Valley Police and Crime 

Commissioner and the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership have come together to say that everyone must play 

their part to help control the spread of the virus once again to save lives.  

That means staying at home and not gathering with people you do not live with. The full guidance is on the 

government’s website: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november.   

Even under normal circumstances, winter puts a significant strain on the resources of Oxfordshire’s NHS and other 

health services, and the escalating cases of COVID-19 across the whole country are already adding an even bigger 

burden, putting more lives at risk. Staying home and following the guidelines is the only way to help save lives.  

This brings additional challenges, and over the course of the first lockdown, communities across the county came 

together in an incredible show of support to make sure everyone in their neighbourhoods got the help and support 

they needed.  

The six Oxfordshire authorities will once again be working together and closely with their local communities to 

ensure anybody in need of help getting their basic supplies is connected with people who are able to help them.   

Information on the support available for residents can be found on the council website: 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 

In addition to the support provided to businesses by the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership 

www.oxfordshirelep.com/coronavirus, the councils also provide a vital support service to give advice and guidance 

to businesses worried about the impact the second lockdown will have.  South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White 

Horse businesses: www.svbs.co.uk   

Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “We’ve shown before that we can work 

together to help each other through a difficult time, and that is going to be needed more than ever as we go into 

winter. We’re here to do everything we can for our most vulnerable residents and our businesses.  

“Please follow the guidelines, keep yourself safe, keep your families safe and help us get this virus under control.”  
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COVID-19 Community Support Hub  

To contact the Community Support Team: 

call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk. 

Remember, for the most up-to-date coronavirus information relating to district council support and any changes 

to services, please take a look at the dedicated Vale webpage for updates: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 

NHS Track and Trace App 

Protect your loved ones with the official NHS COVID-19 contact tracing app for England and Wales. It's the fastest 

way of knowing when you're at risk from coronavirus (COVID-19). The quicker you know, the quicker you can alert 

your loved ones, and your community. The more of us that use it, the better we can control coronavirus. 

It has a venue 'check-in' feature – where you scan a QR code on display at any places you visit like pubs and 

restaurants. This provides you with a digital diary and can send you alerts if you have visited a venue where you may 

have come into contact with coronavirus.  

Users must be over 16 to have the app and own a smartphone that has Bluetooth. The app will be used alongside 

traditional contact tracing, in case your phone is not compatible. 

Here’s a video explaining more – you can also head over to the NHS website for more info. 

Community Hub and local community group success   

Since March, the council has been regularly highlighting the excellent work carried out by both our Community Hub 

and our fantastic local volunteer groups and town and parish councils. This work has been recognised by our 

colleagues at Oxfordshire County Council, who have issued this press release that features case studies from two 

residents in our districts - Emily and Joseph - who both made contact with our South and Vale Community Hub and 

subsequently received vital direct support from their local community groups or parish council.  Fantastic work by all 

involved.   

Funding still available for volunteer groups and organisations to help vulnerable residents 
affected by Covid-19   

Funding is still available from the government’s emergency assistance fund, for local authorities to use to support 

groups who are helping people who are struggling to afford food and other essentials due to COVID-19. The Vale of 

White Horse District Council has been allocated £43,077, which will be used to support local charities and 

community organisations that are delivering essential services to vulnerable residents in Vale of White Horse 

impacted by COVID-19.   Proposals must satisfy one or both of the funding priorities:  

 meet the immediate needs of a significant number of residents who are struggling to afford food and/or 

essentials.  

 provide advice and information to a significant number of economically disadvantaged residents, to help 

them access longer term support they might need, such as benefits  

The scheme opened on 1 September 2020 and applications will be assessed on a rolling basis. The assessment panel 

will meet every two weeks. Applications are now being assessed and funding is being allocated. The next deadline is 

19 October. We expect the money to spent by 31 October 2020 so encourage early applications. 

To apply, please read the application guidance notes before completing the online form which you can find here: 

http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/services-and-advice/community-advice-and-support/grants . If you require any 

further information or have any queries, please contact the Community Connector Team at 

communityconnectors@southandvale.gov.uk  
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Climate and Environment 

Climate Emergency Advisory Committee 

The Climate Emergency Advisory Committee met on 7th September and discussed the opportunity to enter into 

negotiations with the Low Carbon Hub and other Oxfordshire Councils, on a potential Power Purchase Agreement, in 

order to make recommendations to Cabinet. 

A Power Purchase Agreement, or PPA, could be an element, along with a broad portfolio of projects, to help achieve 
the council’s carbon neutral target. 
The first priority, from our climate emergency one-year work programme, is that we will aim to reduce energy use 
from our operations, and to install renewable technologies on site. These actions alone are unlikely to bring our 
carbon emissions to zero, so further options need to be considered. A PPA is a mechanism for matching zero carbon 
electricity generation at a new renewable energy asset with the council’s energy use. It then allows us to declare 
zero carbon emissions for the contracted energy. If a new renewable energy asset is in South Oxfordshire, this also 
has additional local benefits, so entering into discussions with other Oxfordshire Councils and other external parties 
to identify the opportunities available is beneficial. 
  
The committee agreed with the recommendation that PPA should be explored, with added wording to include parish 
councils and town councils. 

Read the full minutes of the CEAC here. 

Air Quality Campaign 

To mark Clean Air Day today (Thursday 8 October) South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils have 

launched a new campaign to encourage people to use less polluting means of transport, such as walking and cycling, 

for local journeys. Since March many of us have changed where we work and how far we travel. This has resulted in 

fewer miles driven, especially at peak times. With less congestion at peak times there has been less air 

pollution….  considerably less air pollution according the analysis carried out by South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 

Horse district councils’ Air Quality team. 

The government’s requests that to help control the pandemic people should work at home, if possible, has reduced 

the number of people commuting to offices across our districts. For example, according to a recent survey of the 

councils’ staff, those who responded have saved an average of 110 miles per person per week (by no longer 

commuting to the office in Milton Park and other council sites). The councils’ Air Quality team hope that this change 

in habit for the daily commute might translate into people looking at alternative, pollution free travel methods 

(i.e.walking or cycling) for local journeys. 

Oxfordshire Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy 2020-2025  

Brief overview of the strategy: 

 Minimum standards shared across Oxfordshire for EV charging infrastructure 

 A common approach to managing EV charging in local authority car parks 

 Agreed targets for the provision of EV charging across Oxfordshire 

 A common framework of options for residents without off-street parking 

Our next milestone in the development of the strategy will be for the draft EV infrastructure strategy to be 

presented to the Climate Emergency Advisory Committee in December. 

For more information contact our representative on the county’s working group: Cllr Catherine Webber, who is now 

the Vale’s cabinet member for Climate Emergency and Environment. Residents can provide their views on electric 

vehicles in the County Council’s consultation, which closes on 23rd October: 

https://consultations.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consult.ti/Park_and_Charge/consultationHome 

Business Support 
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Discretionary Business Grants scheme now closed 

The government’s initial business rates grant funding programme has now come to an end. Over the course of the 

programme, we supported nearly 3,300 businesses in South and Vale with over £42 million from government 

funding intended for small business, retail, and hospitality and leisure organisations affected by the pandemic in our 

districts. We’ve resolved all outstanding queries from eligible businesses. In the Vale, £17,025,000 was awarded to 

1,350 businesses.  

Support for businesses required to close due to local lockdowns or targeted restrictions    

Businesses forced to close temporarily due to local Covid-19 lockdowns or targeted restrictions can now apply for 

some financial assistance to support them during their closure.    

Businesses with a rateable value of over £51,000 would be able to apply for £1,500 for every three-week period they 

are required to close. Businesses with a rateable value under £51,000 would be able to apply for £1,000 for every 

three-week period they are required to close.  

Please note - this support only becomes available when a local lockdown or targeted restrictions has been put in 

place, of which there are none currently in the Vale of White Horse.   

To qualify, businesses must be on our records as the ratepayer on the first full day of a local lockdown.   

There’s more information about the scheme, including eligibility criteria on our website. 

The eligibility criteria may vary between local lockdowns, depending on the specific restrictions, for example cafes or 

restaurants could be forced to provide takeaway services only.   

Local News 

Planners’ Fast Tracking of UK’s Vaccines Manufacturing and Innovation Centre Supercharges 
Delivery  

The Vale of White Horse District Council has granted planning permission for the highly specialist facility that will 

house the UK’s Vaccines Manufacturing and Innovation Centre (VMIC).   

VMIC, a not for profit organisation based at Harwell Campus, will provide the country’s first bespoke strategic 

vaccine development and manufacturing capability. In an unusual move, the district council allowed construction of 

the facility to begin whilst simultaneously processing the planning application because of the critical nature of the 

facility and the role it will play in manufacturing vaccines for COVID-19 and beyond.   

Under normal circumstances, planning approval and construction for a new development of this scale would take 

years, with construction beginning only when planning permission had been granted. Due to COVID-19, and VMIC’s 

national and international significance, Vale of White Horse District Council took a different approach and fast-

tracked the application process, meaning that much of the planning work taking place behind the scenes was carried 

out simultaneously to construction work.   

Collaboration was key to securing the fast-tracked planning permission. Council officers significantly increased the 

number of meetings they would typically hold for this size of project with all the major stakeholders including VMIC, 

Harwell Campus Management (project managers), Carter Jonas (the planning consultant), Glencar Construction 

(main construction company) and the agency funding VMIC, UK Research and Innovation.  Greater contact with 

statutory consultees, the local parish council and the ward councillor ensured consultation processes were adhered 

to and queries were responded to swiftly.  

For the full press release see the Vale website. 
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Didcot Gateway – the home of the new South and Vale district council offices   

Didcot will be the home of the new offices for South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils in a 

move that will help to secure a more sustainable future for the councils, both economically and environmentally. 

The district councils will move into a new building that’s proposed for the Didcot Gateway site opposite Didcot 

Parkway Station. The site is close to the centre of the town that sits on the border between the districts.  

The councils need new headquarters following a five-year story that began in January 2015 when their shared 

headquarters in Crowmarsh Gifford were destroyed in an arson attack. After spending a few years in temporary 

offices at Milton Park, South Oxfordshire District Council revealed early designs for new headquarters at Crowmarsh 

in February this year. Shortly after unveiling these plans, the country went into lockdown as a result of the Covid-19 

pandemic, which saw nearly all of the councils’ staff move to working at home full time.  

Like many organisations around the world, the move to home working demonstrated to the councils that they could 

work successfully with most of their staff working in a more flexible and remote manner. However, the councils have 

learned over the past six months that there is still a need to have some office space for certain activities and for staff 

who are unable to work from home for practical, personal or well-being reasons. The councils have therefore 

reviewed their office requirements and concluded they need smaller offices than they previously had planned for. 

As the plans are very much in the initial stages of development, it’s too early to give a firm date for the new offices, 

but the councils are working towards a date in Spring 2023.  

Determining the future of the Crowmarsh Gifford site together with the local community remains a priority. 

For the full press release see the Vale website. 

Council Matters 

Full council 

Full Council met on 7th October, virtually over Microsoft Teams and the full agenda can be seen here. 

One of the main topics for discussion were the Council’s finances and the interim budget, due to the situation with 

COVID, which has placed a lot of pressure on the Local Authority. 

A motion about the publication by Government of the White Paper, ‘Planning for the Future’, was debated and 

discussed, and the council resolved to: 

 Take part in the consultation in the planning proposals, and to make representations against the proposals in 

the areas outlined in this motion. 

 Write to both of its Members of Parliament explaining the position of Council on these proposals, urging 

them to support the intentions of this motion by objecting, where necessary to those proposals, and for any 

reply from them to be placed on the council’s website. 

 Highlight its concerns over these proposals with the public and local residents. 

 
Cllr Sarah Medley submitted the following question in advance to Cllr Judy Roberts, Cabinet Member for 

Development and Infrastructure. 

At the full Council meeting in July, we highlighted the concerns of many residents in Harwell and Didcot regarding the 

cycle accessibility and safety of the proposed design of the B4493 roundabout as part of the plans for the Valley Park 

development. We have since been raising this issue with the relevant decision-makers at all levels, including calling 

meetings with Vale and County Council officers and the local county councillor, and we are pleased to see that the 

roundabout design is now being reviewed. However, this is just one of many aspects of the Valley Park proposals 

which are less than optimal with regards to sustainability and active travel. Can we be assured that the Valley Park 

development will be built to safely accommodate and encourage cyclists, and that it will follow the garden principles 

that guide the development of Didcot?  
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Written answer received: 

The current outline planning application is being assessed by officers in accordance with the recently adopted Local 

Plan 2031, in particular Core Policies; 15 (Spatial Strategy for SE Vale sub-area), 16b (Didcot Garden Town), 35 

(Promoting Public Transport, Cycling and Walking), 37 (Design and Local distinctiveness) and 38 (Design Strategies 

for Strategic and Major development sites). These policies guide new development and so reflects the garden town 

principles and connecting places. In addition, officers have been liaising with and continue to liaise with the 

developers, OCC highways officers and the Ward Members on these matters and I am pleased to see that some 

reviews have taken place. The application will be considered and determined by the planning committee.  

Corporate plan 

The Vale’s new Corporate Plan will go to cabinet, and a special meeting of council on 22nd October. 

Record numbers of residents and people working in the Vale of White Horse recently responded to the survey about 

the district council’s forthcoming new Corporate Plan. Residents provided a wide range of useful feedback and after 

going through the responses, the Cabinet has considered some changes to their themes including: 

 Putting more emphasis on action to tackle on the Climate Emergency, given the high level of support for this 

theme. 

 embedding a culture of continuous improvement and review of services to ensure that we continue to provide 

value for money 

 creating a high-quality district-wide cycling/pedestrian network and publicising existing cycle and pedestrian 

routes through our communications channels. 

18,700 homes urged to respond to voter registration reminder 

Households in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being urged to respond immediately if they 

receive a yellow reminder letter from the district council about their voter registration details. Over the summer 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils sent a 'Canvass Communication Form' to every home 

requiring residents to check and confirm the details of everyone over the age of 16 that lives in their property. The 

councils are now sending a yellow reminder form to around 18,700 homes who failed to respond and whose 

occupants over the age of 16 may have changed since last year. The councils are sending the reminder letters 

because by law they need to ensure the electoral register is up to date.   

Housing 

£8 million could be pumped into providing more affordable homes across South Oxfordshire 
and the Vale of White Horse following Cabinet meetings at the two district councils this 
week. 
Both councils have a strong commitment to delivering genuinely affordable housing, and reports discussed by the 

councils’ Cabinets set out the options to how to spend nearly £4 million in each district to provide a huge boost to 

local families looking for affordable homes in the area. This would be additional to targets that the developers are 

already committed to as part of their planning permissions. This council-led initiative will deliver much needed 

affordable housing, community-led projects and environmentally sustainable projects across the two districts. 

The funding will be secured through a variety of means such as developer contributions and through an affordable 

housing delivery programme. There will be criteria on how the money may be spent. 

The housing industry was particularly affected by the Covid19 lockdown when construction sites closed earlier this 

year. During this time, the housing industry is delivering at a slower rate than before. Additional investment will 

ensure that momentum is kept in the delivery of much-needed affordable homes for our residents. 
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Housing Land Supply – our latest position 

We are required by Government to demonstrate that there will be a sufficient supply of housing land in the district.  

To do this, we produce an annual Housing Land Supply Statement informed by a range of information such as 

planning permissions, site surveys and feedback from developers.  Our current Statement demonstrates the district 

has a 5-year housing land supply and can be accessed on our Housing Supply statement webpage 

Oxford to Cambridge Arc: a global asset and national investment priority 

Bold vision to create a global hub for innovation and green development that inspires communities worldwide 

The Oxford to Cambridge Arc, which the Chancellor of the Exchequer described as a “key economic priority” for the 

country, has unveiled its bold vision in a prospectus that has been submitted to Government. The Arc’s ambition is to 

unlock the potential of its assets to create a world-leading innovation economy. 

Click here to download the Oxford-Cambridge Arc Economic Prospectus. 

The Arc is already home to nearly four million people and two million jobs which together generate over £111bn of 

economic output each year. Based upon determined leadership and new financial backing, forecasts show that 

increased productivity resulting from intensifying the Arc’s global strengths in science, technology and high value 

manufacturing, could double the area’s economic output to over £200bn by 2050. 

Cllr Barry Wood, Chair of the Arc Leaders Group and Leader of Cherwell District Council, said: “The Arc region has a 

critical mass of research, high-technology expertise and innovation assets found nowhere else in the UK. Yet we are 

at a pivotal time, during which our nation’s economic resilience is being tested far beyond anything we’ve seen 

before. Working with Government we can release the potential of the Arc’s key sectors, scientific community and 

entrepreneurial spirit to propel our country’s response to the major national and global challenges we face.” 

The prospectus asks for commitment from Government to long term investment in the area, enabling the Arc to 

fulfil its true potential to deliver transformational economic growth that will benefit the whole of the UK. That 

investment will be crucial to tackle connectivity and congestion constraints and to provide the skills that industry 

requires to enable the Arc to pursue its role as a leading global innovation region. 

Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “The world leading research and development 

work that takes place in Oxfordshire and across that Arc region every day will play vital role in our future, from how 

we address the climate emergency to ensuring that we can respond quickly and effectively to situations such as 

Covid-19. Local leaders are now asking government for support to provide physical and social infrastructure and to 

support our world leading businesses and research in a way that ensures everyone living between Science Vale and 

the Cambridge Science park benefits - whether that is from skills of employment opportunities, quality housing, or 

the acceleration of sustainable transport.”   
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