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Chilton Parish Council 

Wednesday 24th February 2021 

Report from District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

 
Coronavirus Update and Community Support 

Community Support Hub 
The Community Hub continues to be available to help people access support and essentials during the lockdown if 

they have nobody else to turn to and can be contacted on the usual details below. The councils’ Housing Needs team 

are available to help people who are at risk of being made homeless or who are sleeping rough – for more details 

visit whitehorsedc.gov.uk/housing. Support is also available to residents who are experiencing financial difficulties – 

to find out more please visit whitehorsedc.gov.uk/benefits. If you are having difficulty paying your council tax please 

visit  whitehorsedc.gov.uk/counciltax or call 0345 302 2315. 

To contact the Community Support Team: 

call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

fill in an online form at: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub   

Remember, for the most up-to-date coronavirus information relating to district council support and any changes 

to services, please take a look at the dedicated Vale webpage for updates: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 
 

Winter Support Grant Scheme 

There has already been a lot of demand for the new Winter Support Grant Scheme that the councils launched in 

January. This grant is available for any families or households across the districts who need help to buy food and/or 

heat their homes this winter. Even if they have had vouchers from a previous scheme, they can access more through 

this grant to help provide a meal for their family.  

Residents can contact their local accredited Advice Centre (see details below) to discuss their needs. The centre can 

arrange payments that could be a combination of supermarket vouchers, top up fuel vouchers (for those with 

prepayment meters) or direct payment of fuel bills. The Winter Support Grant scheme will close on 31 March 2021.  

In the Vale of White Horse residents can contact either: 

• The Citizens Advice Centre on 0300 3309042 or via their website: 
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale/  

• Wantage Independent Advice Centre – 01235 765348 and visit their website: 
https://www.wantageadvice.org.uk   

Covid-19 rates across Oxfordshire   
Oxfordshire cases of Covid-19 continue to plateau, but overall, the rates and pressure on the NHS remain high.    

The latest weekly Covid-19 rate for South Oxfordshire is 81.7 cases per 100,000 population, and 66.2 in the Vale.   

Whilst things are certainly moving in the right direction the message to convey to residents remains the same – we 

need to keep sticking to the rules to protect ourselves and our neighbours and particularly the vulnerable.    

Cases of new Covid-19 variants are on the rise across the country so like other authorities we are working closely 

with our Public Health colleagues to prepare for any surge testing if it’s needed in our districts in the future. Surge 

testing is the roll-out of additional community testing of people who do not have any coronavirus symptoms. It 

includes deploying additional mobile testing units and supplying local authorities with home test kits to support door 
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to door testing. 

A reminder that residents can also refer to Oxfordshire County Council’s new interactive dashboard showing the 

latest covid-19 figures for the county and the Vale.  

Vaccinations in Oxfordshire latest   
Capacity has increased at the community vaccination centre at the Kassam Stadium in Oxford as plans are now under 

way to start working through the much larger cohorts 5 and 6. This means people aged 65-69 years, and under 65’s 

who are at an increased risk will be invited to get their jabs next.   

As part of this progressing vaccination programme, eligible front-line health and social care staff are also being 

identified to be invited for a vaccine appointment. It’s important to note that vaccinations are on an invite-only basis 

or via the national booking system as detailed below. People can’t turn up at vaccination centres or GP surgeries to 

request a vaccination without an arranged appointment.  

The Beacon for an asymptomatic test centre   
From 23rd February, The Beacon in Wantage will become a Covid-19 testing site for public-facing workers and 

volunteers who are not displaying symptoms.  

People in these roles who cannot work from home and do not have access to workplace testing will be able to book 

a weekly test at the centre. Tests take only 15 minutes with results available within an hour.  

South and Vale district councils have worked closely with partners across Oxfordshire to help set up this rapid 

symptom-free testing site to help stop the spread of the virus, protect the NHS and vital social care services, and 

ultimately to save lives. Around 1 in 3 people with Covid-19 have no symptoms but can still pass it on and so regular 

testing of public-facing workers will help to stop the spread of the virus.    

The 15-minute test being used is a lateral flow test which involves taking a swab of the back of the throat and inside 

the nose. The swab is then given to trained staff at the test centre who process the test on-site. Results are given 

within an hour by text message or by email. Anybody who tests positive is provided with detailed information of how 

to self-isolate, along with advice on the support that is available for them through their isolation period.  

Garden waste collections have resumed  
We have good news for garden waste customers – collections resumed from 15th Feb. Please share this news far and 

wide and with any friends and family in the district.    

The service will happily collect any real Christmas trees from garden waste customers if they still have them. We’re 

just asking them where possible to cut the tree up and pop it inside the bin. Otherwise it can be put out for 

collection next to the brown bin. There are more details on the service resuming on our garden waste webpage   

We had to delay the restart of the service as many of our bin crews were off sick or were having to self-isolate due to 

COVID-19. While we are pleased to say that we now have enough crew members to complete the rounds we are still 

working on tight staffing levels and cannot rule out more disruption if those levels dip suddenly as they did before.   

Business support during the pandemic 
We continue to urge businesses to visit our business support website at www.svbs.co.uk to find out more about the 
various support and grants available, and sign up to the mailing list, if they haven’t already done so, to ensure they 
keep up to date with the latest news about the financial support available to them during the ongoing restrictions. 
 

• Christmas Support Payments (Wet-led pubs) – deadline extended! The application deadline for the 
Christmas Support Payment for wet-led pubs that have been severely impacted over the Christmas period 
due to temporary local restrictions has been extended by a month to 28 February 2021. This one-off grant 
provides £1,000 to pubs that receive less than 50 per cent of their income from food sales. Please encourage 
businesses who have not yet applied to do so via www.svbs.co.uk 

• Additional Restrictions Grants for businesses - The latest Additional Restrictions Grant scheme for 
businesses is now open for applications. This is the discretionary scheme to provide financial support to 
businesses who have been excluded or unsuccessful from other government grant schemes. We’re 
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processing applications on a first come, first served basis, so please encourage businesses to apply 
immediately. To find out if they’re eligible and to apply for the grant, local business owners should visit the 
Additional Restrictions Grant page of our business support website. 

Local News 
Valley Park  
We were very pleased with the outcome of Vale of White Horse District Council Planning Committee meeting on 
Tuesday 16th February - the committee agreed unanimously to DEFER the decision on the Valley Park planning 
application! This is great news, as it means there is now more time available for residents and councillors to really 
push for our own local vision of what Valley Park should be.  
Deferring the application was voted for on the basis that further clarity needs to be sought on the following key 
issues with the Valley Park proposal before a decision can be made:  
  
B4493 Roundabout between Harwell and Didcot - committee asked council officers to look at this design again and 
consider alternative options to make this monstrous 5-arm roundabout safer and more accessible for cyclists. Thank 
you to the HarBUG - Harwell Bicycle Users Group and Sustainable Harwell for your excellent speeches on this issue, 
and special shout out to local resident Kate Stevenson Weal for your Facebook comment about an underpass on the 
roundabout - this sparked an entire debate the possibility of an underpass, bridge or another alternative solution to 
be explored in the design!  
  
Healthcare Provision - the committee asked council officers to go back to the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning 
Group - OCCG once again to obtain a proper answer regarding the medical provision for Valley Park. This site would 
bring 10,000 new residents to the area and yet there is no provision in the plans for a GP surgery or any Primary 
Medical Care, primarily because the OCCG didn't even respond to the consultation in the first place! Thank you to 
Patient Participation Group (PPG) chairman Stewart Lilly for speaking on behalf of  all 3 Didcot Medical Centres - 
we're certain that your eye-opening statistics about the pressure our local services are under was key in influencing 
this decision.  
  
Biodiversity - massive well done to Sally Povolotsky for your fantastic speech raising the issues with biodiversity 
considerations on the site, including the protection of red kites. Thanks to you, the committee asked for the financial 
contributions from the developer relating to biodiversity off-setting (totalling £200,000) to be brought forward from 
a staged payment (after 1000th house is occupied) to a full amount paid upfront prior to commencement of the 
development. A brilliant win for protecting the natural environment before the first house is even built!   
  
If you didn't catch the meeting, you can catch up any time on the YouTube link below to see the speeches and 
debate: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6xZR4Ks-N3o  

  

Finally, see the Google Drive link below for our extensive written statement that we submitted to the committee in 
advance of the meeting - we used this to clearly lay out our objectives, with the council policies to back them up. 
Two different members of the committee commended us for the high quality of our statement!  
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_bwTVEIyRHjtjJjFNd0HwCTsdZglXInP/view?usp=sharing  

Council News  
2021/2022 Budget at Full council 10th February   
The most recent meeting of Full Council was on Wednesday 10th February – the agenda and link for viewing online 
can be found at http://democratic.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=108&MId=2722   
The key agenda item for discussion was the proposed budget for 2021/2022. The council set out budget plans which 
protect front line services, continue to support local residents and businesses through the pandemic and help 
stabilise the council’s finances for the medium term. The budget would result in an increase of less than 10p per 
week on Band D Council Tax. Annual council tax will be £141.69 for services provided by the district council, up from 
£136.69 this year. The Vale currently has the 15th lowest council tax in the country for a shire district and 
significantly lower than the national average of £194.22.  
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Since the pandemic began, the district council has re-allocated significant resources in order to provide vital support 
for residents and businesses across the district.  This has included: administering more than 3,300 Covid-19 grant 
payments to local businesses totalling £21 million. We provided the new Community Support Hub, supporting 5,208 
vulnerable residents, including providing direct assistance for 785 people.  It is currently expected that this work will 
need to continue well into 2021. The council’s income also remains significantly affected by the Covid-19 
restrictions.  
Like many councils, the Vale still faces significant financial challenges which have been caused by years of reduced 
funding from government, and the lack of clarity about the future of local authority financing.  Along with the other 
Oxfordshire councils, the Vale has repeatedly called on the government to urgently provide additional funding to 
help ensure the future of vital public services.  
To see the full press release on the budget proposals, please visit 
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/budget/councils-2021-22-budget-report-addresses-covid-19-challenges/    
 

First tenant moves into new housing project for homeless people in southern Oxfordshire 
A former rough sleeper has started the new year by moving into a new home thanks to a new housing project for 
homeless people in southern Oxfordshire. Six new long-term homes have been provided for former rough sleepers in 
the south of the county following the success of a pilot project called ‘Housing First’ run by South Oxfordshire District 
Council and Soha Housing in partnership with Aspire Oxfordshire. Housing First offers former rough sleepers with 
complex needs the opportunity to be rapidly rehoused into suitable accommodation where they receive intensive 
and long-term support provided by Aspire Oxfordshire. To see the full press release, please visit 
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/vale-of-white-horse-district-council/housing/first-tenant-moves-into-new-
housing-project-for-homeless-people-in-southern-oxfordshire/  

£240,000 for newt conservation  
Developments in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse districts have generated £240,000 over three years to 

help create new great crested newt habitats.  The great crested newts are a European protected species, and so far, 

13 developments (five in South and eight in Vale) have been authorised by our councils, which has resulted in 23 

high quality ponds and 116 hectares of terrestrial habitat. Great crested newts are a European protected species. 

The councils have a Natural England licence allowing us to authorise developers to undertake work that may impact 

the newts in exchange for the developer investing in off-site compensation schemes, monitoring and long-term 

habitat management.   

Councils launch a dog fouling awareness campaign  
Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire district councils have put together dog fouling maps of local towns and 

villages showing the areas with the highest number of complaints about owners not picking up after their animals.  

Using the maps, the councils want to highlight the issue of dog fouling and remind owners that it is an offence for a 

person in control of a dog – an owner or dog walker - not to clean up immediately if the dog has fouled on public 

land.  The councils’ envirocrime officers can issue a £50 fixed penalty notice to someone who fails to clean up after 

their dog. If the case goes to court this could cost the owner or person in charge of the animal up to £1,000. 

Vale of White Horse District Council’s dog fouling website page   

Low carbon leisure centres 
We’ve applied for a government grant of £361,746 to make Faringdon Leisure Centre more environmentally friendly. 

With £52,000 of Section 106 funding already in place, the grant would mean we can fully meet the cost of £413,746. 

If the grant application is successful, we'll fully refurbish the heating system, replacing the gas boilers with air source 

heat pumps. The pumps will be powered by new solar panels. We're looking at other sources of funding to carry out 

similar projects at other leisure centres. 

Government response to funding letter 
In early November, Oxfordshire council leaders wrote a joint letter to Robert Jenrick MP, calling for better financial 
support in light of the pandemic and the pre-Christmas lockdown. As well as Covid-19 responses, the letter asked the 
government to ensure there is enough funding for council’s to provide their day-to-day services for communities in 
the longer term. We have received a response from Luke Hall MP, the Minister for Regional Growth and Local 
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Government. The Vale of White Horse District Council has also responded to the government’s consultation on 
Covid-19 funding in 2021-2022, highlighting that the proposed funding is insufficient. 
 

Government consultation on National Planning Policy Framework revisions 
The government is seeking people’s views on draft revisions to the National Planning Policy Framework and views on 
the draft National Model Design Code. Please submit your comments directly using the above link by 27 March. 
Among the changes, the government is looking to incorporate feedback from a report about the use of high quality 
design for new developments. It is also looking to update the code that informs how we make and review 
documents like design guides. 
 

Right to Regenerate consultation 
MHCLG sent a press release out at the weekend about new proposals to help communities to turn derelict buildings 

into homes, businesses or community assets. The ‘Right to Regenerate’ proposals say they would make it easier to 

challenge councils and other public organisations to release land for redevelopment – helping communities make 

use of public land and bring unused buildings back into use. The consultation can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest and will close on 

13 March.  

Anyone for (table) tennis? 
With an eye on getting the public up and active once lockdown is over, we're working with Table Tennis England to 
promote some funding available to town and parish councils. Table Tennis England will match-fund town and parish 
council investment in tables and equipment in locations that already have table tennis clubs, organised activities, or 
where they can demonstrate a community need. 
 
If you think your parish would benefit, why not get in touch with our Leisure Development Officer, who can help 
them apply. Contact Cath Dale via email or call 07801 203551. 

mailto:hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
https://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid-19/council-response-to-the-governments-consultation-on-covid-19-funding/
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-and-national-model-design-code-consultation-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/national-planning-policy-framework-and-national-model-design-code-consultation-proposals
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/right-to-regenerate-to-turn-derelict-buildings-into-homes-and-community-assets
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/right-to-regenerate-reform-of-the-right-to-contest
mailto:cath.dale@southandvale.gov.uk

