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Chilton Parish Council 
Wednesday 28th August 2019 

Report from District Councillors 
Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

 

Our News  
Hayleigh joins new Climate Emergency Advisory Committee 
At the Full Council meeting on 17th July, Council voted to establish a brand-new Climate Emergency Advisory 
Committee. This politically balanced committee will consider the council’s environmental impact and look at how we 
can make sustainable choices to deliver the services we provide to our residents. Hayleigh used her maiden speech 
at Council to show her support, and to highlight the work of local groups such as Sustainable Harwell and Sustainable 
Blewbury. Hayleigh is now a member of the committee, with Sarah as a substitute. The first formal meeting is due to 
take place in October and will be open to the public. 
 

Letter to Transport Minister on opposition to the Oxford to Cambridge Expressway 

On 17th July, Council voted to officially oppose the building of the proposed Oxford to Cambridge Expressway, due to 

the negative impact that it will have on the residents and the natural environment across the Vale, and the extra 

traffic it will bring to the already overstretched A34. Cllr Debby Hallett, Deputy Leader of the Vale, has written to 

Grant Shapps MP, Secretary of State for Transport to express the council's opposition to the Oxford to Cambridge 

Expressway. You can read a copy of the letter here. 

Local Plan Part 2 
Deputy Leader of the Vale, Cllr Debby Hallett, has written to the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government to raise concerns about the process required to adopt the Local Plan.  In the letter Cllr Hallett invited 
the minister to revisit the Inspector's report, specifically looking at Oxford's unmet housing assessment and allocated 
development in the Green Belt. You can read the letter to the Minister here. 
 

Planning training for town and parish councils - 9th September 
The Vale is running Planning training for town and parish councils on Monday 9 September at The Beacon in 

Wantage. There is a session at 2pm - 4pm, repeated at 6pm - 8pm, so parish councillors can simply attend the most 

convenient session for them. 

 

Earth Trust Quiz Night - 4th September 
The Chairs of the Vale and South Oxfordshire district councils, Cllrs Margaret Crick and David Bretherton, have 
organised a quiz night to raise funds for the Earth Trust, a local charity that both Chairs are supporting this year.  
The event is open to everyone and takes place in Fison Barn at Hill Farm, Little Wittenham from 7pm on 
Wednesday 4th September. The event costs £5 per person and you can enter a team of up to six people.  The bar will 
be serving drinks and snacks, and there'll be a raffle during the evening to raise extra funds for the Trust. You can 
register and pay to attend via the Earth Trust website. 
 

Social Media 
A reminder that we now have a dedicated councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh Gascoigne & Sarah Medley. We 

are updating this regularly to share information with residents. To stay up to date with the latest news, please Like 

our Facebook page and Follow us on Twitter: @hayleighhelium and @SarahMedley91. 
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Local News 
Chilton Artwork 
Progress has recently been made regarding the Chilton artwork, i.e. the informal seating area – thank you to parish 

councillor Mark Urso-Cale for raising this issue with us. Earlier in August, Hayleigh set up a meeting with Mark, PC 

Chair Chris Broad and the Vale Infrastructure Team Leader to discuss the next steps, which are outlined below: 

1. Planning Permission lapsed last November, and will need to be renewed due to the large scale of the work. 
A designated Arts Development Officer is currently working on supporting documentation for the planning 
permission, which she will then write on behalf of the parish council and submit in conjunction with parish 
clerk Liz Morris, in the coming weeks. This will be subject to the usual timelines of the planning process, but 
should be approved after 30 days. 

2. S106 Funding needs to be applied for, however Vale officers will also assist with this application. Once the 
S106 application is submitted, the decision to grant it is a single cabinet member decision, which will be 
made by Cllr Bethia Thomas, the Vale cabinet member for development and regeneration. 

3. If planning permission and S106 funding are granted, the funds can then transfer to Chilton PC to draw up 
the contract with the artist to commence work. 

 

Harwell Campus Car Park Planning Application 
Planning Application P19/V0926/FUL - Land West of Severn Road, Chilton. Proposal for the erection of a car park 

with associated landscaping and lighting. This application is still under consideration, however we are very aware of 

local residents’ concerns about the potential disturbance caused by construction traffic related to the new car park, 

if planning permission is granted. We have been working closely with the planning case officer to try and get more 

information and clarity about the construction work timescales and plans for mitigating disturbances such as air and 

noise pollution, and we have been feeding this information back to residents of Chilton Fields Way. We will provide 

further updates as the situation becomes clearer. 

Reading transport consultation 
South and Vale’s Planning Policy team will be preparing a response from both district councils to Reading Borough 
Council's consultation to help form their next Local Transport Plan 2036.  If anyone regularly commutes to Reading 
and has any comments, please email the Vale team by Friday 6 September. The borough council wants to hear from 
as many people as possible on how they can help get people to their destination, to make transport in the town 
more affordable and accessible and to lead a carbon neutral future for Reading. All the details on the 
consultation and drop-in sessions are available via pclconsult.co.uk/transport2036 and its open until Friday 20 
September. 

Vale News 
Every household must confirm their details 
Household Enquiry Forms (a.k.a. “yellow letters”) are being sent to every home in the district, and residents are 

required to confirm everyone over the age of 16 that lives in their property. As soon as you receive your yellow 

letter, visit householdresponse.com/southandvale to confirm your details or update your information (you will need 

the two-part code on the yellow letter to do this). For residents that don't have access to the internet, you can 

confirm your details by post using the pre-paid envelope that comes with the letter.  If all the details are correct, you 

can also confirm this by phone using the contact numbers on the letter.  

Polling stations review 
The councils are carrying out a review of the polling districts and polling places to help ensure that they meet the 
needs of voters. All views are welcome, and the council is especially keen to hear from disabled residents and those 
who have experience of assisting disabled people with access requirements. Comments are open until Friday 27 
September.  Have your say by visiting the Vale website http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ or send a written response 
to Electoral Services, South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils, 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, 
Milton, OX14 4SB. 
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PopUp Business School in Shrivenham - 7th – 11th October 
The PopUp Business School is coming to Shrivenham on 7-11 October. Would-be entrepreneurs from the Vale can 
attend the free five-day course taking place at the Viscountess Barrington's Memorial Hall from 10am-3pm.  The 
school gives positive and practical training on how to get a business idea off the ground through a series of hands-on 
workshops. Registration is now open via popupbusinessschool.co.uk/shrivenham. 
 

Great Western Railway grants available 
Great Western Railway has a community fund that communities in our area can access. They are now accepting bids 
for delivery between April 2020 and March 2021 and they have over £750,000 available.  Applications must be 
submitted by 5pm on 8 September. You can find out more information on their website page www.gwr.com/CCIF. 
 

Festival Grants now open 
Funds are now available for community events or festivals taking place within the next 12 months. We'd especially 
like to see events that bring communities together and projects that aim to become self-funding in future years, or 
wish to provide residents with new opportunities that may not otherwise be possible without initial funding from us. 
For more information on this and all of our grants, please see whitehorsedc.gov.uk/grants.  If you have any 
questions, please email them Community Enablement team or call them on 01235 422405. 
 

Oxfordshire Cycle survey 
If you're a cyclist, make sure you complete the Oxfordshire Cycle Survey and don't forgot to help spread the word in 
your community too.  The survey asks what you like or dislike about cycling in Oxfordshire and about any problems 
you encounter. The survey will support the production of the first 'local cycling and walking infrastructure' plans for 
Oxford, Bicester and Didcot and is open for comments until 6 September. 
 

Electric vehicle charging points consultation 
The government has recently published a consultation on electric vehicle smart charging points and 
regulations.  They are proposing that UK charge points have a smart charging function included - meaning that 
people can charge their car during off-peak periods when electricity demand is low. You can read the consultation 
and take part here.  Comments can be submitted until 11.45pm on 7 October. 
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