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Chilton Parish Council 

Wednesday 31st March 2021 

Report from District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Coronavirus Update and Community Support 
Community Support Hub 
The Community Hub continues to be available to help people access support and essentials during the lockdown if 

they have nobody else to turn to and can be contacted on the usual details below. The councils’ Housing Needs team 

are available to help people who are at risk of being made homeless or who are sleeping rough – for more details 

visit whitehorsedc.gov.uk/housing. Support is also available to residents who are experiencing financial difficulties – 

to find out more please visit whitehorsedc.gov.uk/benefits. If you are having difficulty paying your council tax please 

visit  whitehorsedc.gov.uk/counciltax or call 0345 302 2315. 

To contact the Community Support Team: 

call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

fill in an online form at: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub   

Remember, for the most up-to-date coronavirus information relating to district council support and any changes 

to services, please take a look at the dedicated Vale webpage for updates: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 

  
There’s lots happening in the next two weeks as preparation takes place for the next stage of the roadmap.  
  
Whilst those currently shielding are no longer required to from 1 April, help is still available through the Community 
Hub. The new government guidance states that while there will be no additional rules for people who have been 
shielding outside of the national restrictions, they are advised to take extra care and precautions. Advice includes to 
work from home if they can, visit shops or pharmacies at quieter times and take care when socialising with friends 
and family according to national restrictions. Priority supermarket shopping slots continue until 21 June.  
  
We’ll continue to assist everyone, including anyone who has been shielding. Anyone who is in difficulty or needs help 
should contact our Community Hub who can signpost to help or assist with supermarket vouchers if they have 
financial concerns. We’re also now shifting our focus onto providing continued support for those who need to self-
isolate following a positive diagnosis – this in turn will hopefully encourage people to continue to get tested 
regularly.  
  
We remain vigilant and on stand-by for any future re-introduction of shielding. The possibility that shielding will be 
reintroduced cannot be ruled out, particularly in the winter period depending on any issues with variants, how 
vaccines are responding or if there are any local outbreaks.  
  

Support over the Easter holidays  
The Vale will be offering emergency provision over the Easter bank holiday for those having to self-isolate and in 
urgent need of immediate assistance.  
The county council’s press release explains more about the support available for vulnerable residents across the 
whole of Oxfordshire, including the food vouchers or equivalent support worth £30 through schools, college or 
nursery ahead of the Easter holiday for the 14,500 eligible children and young people.  
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COVID-19 rates across Oxfordshire   
Overall, the decrease of infection rates in the UK is slowing down and so the public messaging is to ensure everyone 

continues to follow social distancing guidelines, especially as some lockdown restrictions are being lifted on Monday. 

In the Vale rates rose from 37.5 to 44.1 per 100,000, and in South Oxfordshire they’ve risen to 38, up from 32.4 last 

week. The latest figures are updated on the county council’s interactive dashboard on a daily basis. 

 

Vaccinations 
• 39,122 people have been vaccinated in South Oxfordshire (population:140,504) 

• 41,148 people have been vaccinated in the Vale (population: 133,732)  

The latest figures are updated on the county council’s interactive dashboard on a daily basis. It’s important we 

continue to stay vigilant and stick to the rules to protect ourselves and others. The ‘hands, face, space’ rules remain 

important to follow even for those who have been vaccinated. We are continuing to promote the help and support 

available for those who have to self-isolate or who are facing financial difficulties due to COVID.  

Business support during the pandemic 
The government has confirmed details of the next payment period for the Local restrictions support grant (closed) 

addendum, which provides ongoing funding for rate-paying businesses that have been forced to close due to the 

national lockdown.     

The second payment cycle covers 16 February to 31 March 2021:    

• businesses with a property of rateable value £15,000 or less, may be eligible for £2,096    

• businesses with a property of rateable value over £15,000 but less than £51,000, may be eligible for £3,143    

• those with a property of rateable value £51,000 or above, may be eligible for £4,714.    

So far, we have paid out more than £2.6million from the first payment cycle of this grant, covering 5 January to 15 

February, supporting more than 1,000 businesses across South and Vale.  All eligible businesses should have received 

an email confirming their payment arrangements for this period.    

The Vale will now begin the process of preparing the new grants in advance of payment, subject to us receiving final 

clarification, including grant funding, from the government. We will be able to email eligible businesses confirming 

the payment process and their grant allocation week commencing 8 March. Businesses in receipt of this grant do 

not need to take any action, they will continue to receive the money automatically without having to apply again. 

For more details about the grants available to businesses visit svbs.co.uk.    

Budget 2021 - Restart grants for businesses  
In the Budget, the Chancellor announced that pubs, restaurants, shops and other businesses hit hardest by the 

pandemic will be able to access a £5 billion grant scheme to help them reopen as lockdown is eased. Non-essential 

retailers will get help to reopen and trade safely with the new ‘Restart grants’, of up to £6,000 per premises. 

Hospitality, hotels, gyms, as well as personal care and leisure firms, will be eligible for up to £18,000 per premises – a 

larger grant as they are due to open later in the roadmap than retailers. We will have responsibility for distributing 

these grants and will receive the funding in April. We’ll have more information on the processes for this in due 

course once we’ve had the full details from the government. 

Council News  
Changes to waste collections over Easter  
Like every Easter, the bin crews will empty the bins on a different day because of the public holidays. 
See more on our waste collection calendar page. 

Full Council – 24th March 

Agenda for meeting is here. As of 30th March, the minutes have not yet been published. 

Note that both motions passed! Other items from the meeting are covered later in this report.  
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Councils agree to develop a joint South and Vale Local Plan 

The two district councils in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse have agreed to develop a joint Local Plan 
for the area to reduce costs and help the councils meet their ambitious targets for making the two districts carbon 
neutral. 

Local Plans are used to help determine planning applications and set out how and where new housing developments 
should take place, along with identifying the infrastructure needed to support them. They also set out policies on 
what kind of housing is appropriate and acceptable; what the local requirements for affordable housing are; and can 
even set requirements on the energy-efficiency levels of new developments. 

These are all key themes and aspirations that are addressed in both councils’ recently adopted new Corporate Plans, 
which set out their visions for their districts. Both councils have also committed to do everything they can to address 
the climate and ecological emergency, and officers advised that the consensus on these issues makes this a rare 
opportunity to create a joint Local Plan 

The proposals on creating a joint Local Plan were agreed at Vale Council meeting on 24 March and the South 
meeting on 25 March. The reports had previously been considered by both councils’ Scrutiny Committees and 
Cabinets. 

The reports set out the advantages and disadvantages of a joint plan. The advantages include the planning issues in 
the two districts are quite similar, like the need for carbon reduction, affordable housing and new and improved 
infrastructure, and so a joint plan would be able to address these issues in a co-ordinated way. 

A joint plan would also benefit the residents of Didcot where the boundary separating the two districts runs through 
the town. Under the current arrangement, on some roads, development on one side of the street is covered by 
South planning policies, while development on the other side must abide by Vale policies. 

There will also be cost-savings by producing one plan for both districts because there would be one set of evidence 
studies, one local plan examination and one Planning Inspector not two. 

The Councils also approved the timetable for the new Joint Local Plan, which involves key public consultation stages 
in summer 2022 and summer 2023, followed by independent examination, and then adoption in autumn 2024. 

Cllr Debby Hallett, Cabinet Member with responsibility for Planning Policy at Vale of White Horse District Council, 
said: “This has worked in other areas even when the councils involved had very different challenges to address. The 
challenges South Oxfordshire faces are similar to ours, particularly around the need for affordable housing and 
infrastructure, so it makes a lot of sense to work together to address these issues.” 

Other council areas that have successfully adopted joint Local Plans include one at North Devon and Torridge, and 
another at Plymouth and South-West Devon. 

A new community lottery is coming to the Vale of White Horse   
Local charities and good causes in the Vale of White Horse will soon be able to get a funding boost from a brand-new 

community lottery being launched by the district council this summer.   

The forthcoming new White Horse Community Lottery will allow players to choose which local charity their money 

benefits. Similar community lotteries elsewhere raise tens of thousands of pounds for charities every year.   

The lottery will have a weekly jackpot of £25,000 and will be available for residents to play online.  The draw will take 

place every Saturday, with a jackpot going to anybody who matches a sequence of six numbers.  The other prizes are 

£2,000, £250, £25 or three free tickets.  
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The district council will not receive any of the proceeds, although some will go into a central community fund, all of 

which the council will distribute to good causes in the district’s voluntary and community sector.  

Later in the spring, the council will be inviting community groups and charities across the district to a launch event to 

explain how they can get involved and benefit from the money raised.   

Residents can get involved by buying tickets which will cost £1 per week with 60p going towards the player’s chosen 

local good cause. 20p of the remaining money goes into the central community fund, 17p towards the 

administration of the lottery, and 3p on VAT.  

Cllr Bethia Thomas, Vale District Council Cabinet Member for Community Engagement said: “The voluntary sector 

has played an absolutely crucial part in helping our communities through the past year. Working with them so 

closely has made us realise how many great local causes there are in the district and we’re really pleased to be able 

to do something that will help them raise some extra funding.”  

Vale of White Horse to give £344,000 towards building affordable homes in Botley  

Vale of White Horse District Council has agreed to allocate £344,000 to help build eight new affordable homes at 

Dean Court on Eynsham Road, Botley, which falls within Cumnor Parish.   

  

Members agreed to provide the funds to the Oxfordshire Community Land Trust (OCLT) using Section 106 

contributions - money that developers have paid as part of agreements to build new developments in the district.  

  

OCLT is seeking to use the money towards building eight energy efficient homes.  The apartments could include high 

levels of insulation and PV solar panels to reduce carbon emissions and to help reduce the running costs for its 

occupants.  The one and two bed apartments will be available for an affordable rent with priority given to residents 

living in or having connections with the local area.    

  

Cllr Andrew Crawford, Cabinet member for Finance and Corporate Assets, said: “Now the OCLT application has the 

go ahead, it will mean that we are a step closer to helping to provide genuinely affordable homes for our local 

residents that use sustainable materials to help us to tackle the climate emergency – these are two of our main aims 

for the council over the next few years.”  

  

Bob Colenutt, Chair of OCLT, said: “The Oxfordshire Community Land Trust (OCLT) is delighted by the decision by the 

Vale to support the development of new affordable housing at Dean Court in Cumnor. By holding the land in trust, 

OCLT will be able to provide permanently affordable cooperatively run housing for those in housing need in the 

Vale.”  

South and Vale residents are top recyclers in the country… again 
We’re very pleased to reveal that in the latest government figures, our environmentally conscious residents in South 

Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are the second and third best recyclers in England. South Oxfordshire 

recycle 64 per cent of its waste, with the Vale recycling 63.3 per cent. This puts the two districts way above the 

national recycling rate of 45.5 per cent and they are also two of only 11 local authorities in the country with a 

recycling rate above 60 per cent. Both districts have consistently been in the top ten in the past five years. As the 

figures cover the period from the beginning of April 2019 to the end of March 2020, they only include the very first 

week of the national lockdown last year. So the impact of COVID-19 and the subsequent lockdowns on the collection 

of household waste in the districts will not be revealed until next year’s figures. 

Call for people to help at the elections 
We are looking for people to take on paid work at this year’s elections. On Thursday 6 May our residents will go to 

the polls to vote in the Police and Crime Commissioner and Oxfordshire County Council elections. Some areas will 

also have local by-elections and neighbourhood plan referendums. The various counts will then take place over the 

following days.  To help ensure the smooth running of this event, we need to recruit as many people as possible. 
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There are lots of roles available, paying a flat rate or from £14 per hour, and plans are being put in place to ensure all 

staff can work in a Covid-19 safe environment.  

If you know anyone who may be interested in working at the elections, please encourage them to 

visit  whitehorsedc.gov.uk/electionjobs to find out more and to register their interest.   

Two district councils join Oxfordshire Greentech to help local businesses tackle the climate 

emergency   
As part of their commitments to help the districts become carbon neutral, Vale of White Horse and South 

Oxfordshire District Councils have struck up a brand-new partnership to help local businesses reduce their carbon 

footprint. As Strategic Partners, the councils will be working with Oxfordshire Greentech to help connect businesses 

with specialist suppliers, customers and support organisations, and access funding streams and networking 

opportunities to help them minimise their emissions and impact on the environment.  

Launched in 2019, Oxfordshire Greentech brings together a wide array of businesses, academia and other 

organisations to encourage innovation, collaboration and knowledge transfer.  The growing network now has over 

100 members as more companies see the benefits of sustainable business and new, circular economy focused 

business models.    

 For businesses wanting to take advantage of the discount in membership, visit Oxfordshire Greentech for more 

information via http://oxfordshiregreentech.co.uk/   

Changes to Vale parking arrangements confirmed following public consultation 
Following a public consultation, Vale of White Horse District Council’s Cabinet have approved several changes to 

parking arrangements to help reduce vehicle emissions. Last November almost 200 people commented on proposed 

changes to the parking arrangements.  At their meeting on Friday 5 February, the council’s Cabinet considered the 

consultation results, and approved that the following measures which will now be included in the district’s new 

parking policy: 

Reducing vehicle emissions 

In Abingdon, lorries will no longer be able to park in Rye Farm car park and specific spaces will be allocated for a 

coach and campervans in Hales Meadow car park.  This popular move to free up more spaces in Rye Farm for smaller 

vehicles, should encourage people visiting from the A415 to park here on edge of town rather than joining the traffic 

in the town centre, helping to reduce congestion and improve air quality.  

Encouraging electric vehicle use 

The Vale is currently working with Oxfordshire County Council with a view to introduce electric vehicle charging bays 

in some district council car parks.  If this happens then, under the new policy, parking enforcement officers will have 

new powers to fine motorists who park non-electric vehicles in electric charging bays, or who leave an electric 

vehicle parked in a charging bay when it’s not charging.  

Tackling the car parks deficit 

The Vale’s car parks, in Abingdon, Faringdon and Wantage, collectively cost more than £700,000 a year to run. Once 

the income from parking fees has been taken into account, there is an average shortfall of over £300,000 a year, 

which is currently subsidised by council tax. 

To help address this deficit, Cabinet agreed that the price of resident permits, which provide significant discounts on 

daily parking rates, would need to go up by 10 per cent each year until 2023.  This decision was taken after carefully 

considering feedback from the public and taking the potential impact on individual residents and families into 

account.  Members rejected options to implement a price increase of up to 100 per cent, in favour of a 10 per cent 

increase per year over the next three years. 
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Vale Leader’s statement on the Expressway project cancellation 
The Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council has welcomed the announcement that the government’s 

proposed Oxford to Cambridge Expressway has been scrapped, calling it a success for local campaigners. 

Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council said: “This is welcome news, and I would like 

to congratulate and thank the many groups and individuals across the county who have worked alongside us to 

campaign against the project since it was first announced.  This is a real demonstration that local pressure can pay 

off if everyone is pulling in the same direction.  

“The work going on to develop the economy in the area offers real opportunities to bring forward efficient, modern 

and innovative public transport systems, instead the government proposed a huge carriageway to carve through the 

countryside, which would have had a massive impact on CO2 emissions and destroyed vast areas of rural land.  

“While we welcome this news, we note with caution that the government has indicated that it will look at 

localised road projects instead – we will work with our partners to ensure any proposals are to the benefit of our 

residents, and that alternative more sustainable transport improvements are also given significant 

consideration.  We will also seek specific reassurance that any future projects aren’t just a way of bringing 

forward the expressway under another a name.” 

Cllr Roger Cox 

It’s with great sadness that we can confirm that Roger Cox, the former Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, 

passed away on Saturday. He represented his local Faringdon ward for many years and served in a number of 

different Cabinet positions before becoming leader. It was while he was Leader of the council in 2019 that he 

announced his retirement and didn’t stand at the subsequent election. 

Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, paid tribute to Roger who preceded her as council 

leader: “On behalf of everyone at Vale of White Horse District Council, I would like to offer our sincerest condolences 

to Roger’s family and friends, and to the people of Faringdon where Roger served as ward councillor for so long. I was 

personally extremely sad to hear this news too. Roger was a dedicated and committed councillor – he was a popular 

figure and hugely well respected among councillors and officers as well. I got to know Roger when he was leading the 

council and I was leader of the opposition. We had some enjoyable conversations about council business, as well as 

his grandchildren - who he clearly thought the world of. Roger was committed to doing his best for the people of 

Faringdon and the Vale. He will be missed by us all." 
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