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Monday 9th August 2021 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

 

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah 

Hello! We are very aware that many residents have been understandably frustrated by the sudden decision 

by the council to suspend garden waste collections this month. We understand that the reason it was 

announced so suddenly was because it was a business continuity decision that had to be made at short 

notice, due to having not enough Biffa staff available for work at the start of the month. This was caused by 

a number of factors, including the current national shortage of HGV drivers. Despite this, Biffa are confident 

that they will be able to meet the contracted commitment of 20 collections per year. Click here for more 

information on the garden waste suspension. 

In cheerier news: on Saturday 7th August we had an absolutely brilliant day at the official opening event of 

the work of art amphitheatre in Chilton. A huge amount of work by the parish council and the local residents 

went into making this a reality, and it was so lovely to see the community coming together to celebrate. The 

Chair of the Vale of White Horse District Council, councillor Margaret Crick, was delighted to join us and 

she commended the Chilton community for all their hard work and success on such a beautiful outdoor 

seating space. 

We will use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments,. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley - please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.     

COVID-19 Support 

Community Support Hub 
Support is still available to anyone who needs it, either as a result of COVID-19 or just for anyone who 
needs signposting towards the appropriate support channel. Residents may be even be eligible for financial 
assistance if they risk losing earnings because they’ve had to self-isolate (this scheme is open until 30th 
September 2021) - click here for more information on financial support. 

To contact the Community Support Team: 

call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

fill in an online form at: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub 

Remember, for the most up-to-date coronavirus information relating to district council support and 

any changes to services, please take a look at the dedicated Vale webpage for updates: 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 

  Residents can also contact  
• Citizens Advice – 0808 278 7907 
• Vale Community Impact – 01235 765348 

Cases Data 
Cases are now decreasing in Oxfordshire, which is good news, although remember that the latest figures 

are updated on the county council’s interactive dashboard on a daily basis. Click here for the most recent 

update from the County Council. 
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Local News 

Valley Park Update: Planning Permission Approved 
The Valley Park proposal for 4254 new houses between Didcot and Harwell came back to planning 

committee on 28th July. The decision was deferred back in February due to the three key issues we 

(Hayleigh and Sarah) and the local community raised at the time: lack of health care provision, inadequate 

cycling infrastructure and insufficient sustainability commitments. 

The planning application was approved this time, and we are very pleased that it now places the following 

extra requirements on the developers: 

Healthcare 

• Over £3 million to be provided for local healthcare provision in the area surrounding Valley Park, or 

• Dedicated land for a health care centre on the Valley Park site and £2.8million to be provided 
towards its construction. 

• All funding to be ringfenced for healthcare provision in the local Didcot area only. 
 

Cycling  

• Mega 5-arm roundabout design now much safer for pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians with 
traffic-light controlled crossings at every junction. 

• Traffic lights to use an innovative ‘green wave’ system which prioritises cycling over driving: 
automatic detection of cyclists synchronises the green traffic lights to allow unimpeded cycling 
across the roundabout. 

• Full all-weather surface upgrade of the cycle path from Cow Lane through to the UTC at Great 
Western Park, providing an alternative cycle route between Harwell and Didcot for less confident 
cyclists and children riding to school. 

 

Sustainability 

• £200,000 payment for protecting biodiversity brought forward – to be paid before construction starts. 

• Existing mature trees on the Valley Park site to be preserved. 

• Zero carbon housing standards to be implemented as early as possible. 

 
None of the improvements listed above were in place when the Valley Park application came to committee 

in February, or when it was first approved back in 2016. We are delighted that by working together with our 

fantastic local community we have been able to collectively secure these improvements. Huge well done to 

Harwell Parish Council, Sustainable Harwell, HarBUG (Harwell Bicycle Users Group) and the Patient 

Participation Groups of the three Didcot Medical Centres. 

Although permission has now been granted for this massive new development the size of Wallingford, with 

a build-out phase of the next 10-20 years, this is not the end of the Valley Park issue – it is only the 

beginning. The devil is in the detail, and rest assured that when the individual housing plans come through 

for further approval, we’ll be there every step of the way, scrutinising and challenging to ensure that we get 

the best outcome for our residents. 

For as long as we and your county councillor Sally Povolotsky have the privilege of being elected as the 

local councillors for the area around Valley Park, we can guarantee that we will continue to work hard to 

represent the views of our community and campaign for our sustainable vision for Valley Park. 

Click here to watch the Planning Committee Meeting online. 

Click here to read our written statement submitted to Planning Committee. 
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Fun for all the family at the Didcot Garden Party this summer 

Didcot is the place to be this summer with the town’s first ever garden party taking place in the 

summer holidays. The ‘town square’ outside Cornerstone Arts Centre will be transformed into town 

centre garden for the duration of the summer, with grass*, beanbags, deckchairs and other 

relaxing seating for visitors to come along, chill out, take part in activities or just soak up the party 

atmosphere.   

 A wide range of fun summer events for all ages are taking place from 24 July and every weekend 

all the way through the school holidays. Cornerstone’s party lawn will be the focus of the events, 

but lots of exciting things will be happening at other locations across the town too, including 

Edmonds Park, Boundary Park and Ladygrove.  

Themes for the weekend events will be:   

• 24-25 July: Garden Party opening weekend  
• 31 July-1 August: Young People  
• 7-8 August: Environment and Nature  
• 14-15 August: Circus and Dance  
• 21-22 August: Science   
• 28-29 August: Heritage and Stories  
• 4 September: Get Involved   

Click here for the full news article about the Didcot Garden Party. 

 Free Activity Trails for children in the summer holidays 
From Monday 9 August to Monday 30 August Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire district councils 

are running FREE Litter Bug Detectives Trails for children in 19 sites across southern Oxfordshire with the 

chance for schools to win litter picking equipment. The trails are being managed by local town and parish 

councils. The activities are aimed at primary school children and have been produced to promote recycling 

and reuse messages and explaining the damage litter does to our environment.  

Harwell recreation ground is one of the sites for the activity trails. Click here for more information on how to 

sign up for the Litter Bug Detectives Trail. 

 

Table tennis facilities available for all ages and abilities in southern Oxfordshire   

Table tennis tables will be appearing in locations across southern Oxfordshire over the summer. 

The tables are part of an ongoing initiative with South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District 

Councils to help residents be active and healthy. The councils are working alongside Table Tennis 

England, the councils’ Didcot Garden Town project team and Didcot Town Council to part fund the 

tables. The permanent tables will be in the following locations locally:  

• Edmonds Park, Didcot  
• Ladygrove Park, Didcot  
• The Southern and District Community centres on Great Western Park, Didcot   

 All tables except those at the Southern and District community centres in Didcot will be free for 

residents to use. At the centres there will be a small charge. Click here for more information on the 

Table Tennis Tables. 
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Building work starts on affordable extra care housing on Great Western Park  

The construction of 80 new affordable extra care homes got underway earlier this month thanks to support 

from Vale of White Horse District Council. The new purpose-built apartments on Great Western Park in 

Didcot were made possible thanks to £2.9 million of funding from the Oxfordshire Housing and Growth Deal 

and support from the district council. The apartments will be fitted out for older people to help them live 

independently in their own home, with care staff on hand to provide any extra support they may need. Click 

here for the news article on the extra care housing. 

 Man prosecuted for fly-tipping in Harwell 
A 36-year-old man from Didcot has been ordered to pay £875 after he was successfully prosecuted by Vale 
of White Horse District Council for fly-tipping at Harwell. Aaron Chewings, of Abbott Road, pleaded guilty to 
fly-tipping household waste on private land, at Oxford Magistrates Court on 15 July. On 15 May 2020, a fly-
tip at Grove Road, Harwell was reported to Vale of White Horse District Council and investigated by the 
council’s envirocrime team. Click here for the news article on this case of fly tipping in Harwell. 

Council News  

Council Meetings 

The latest Full Council meeting of the Vale of White Horse District council was held on Wednesday 14th July 

at 7.00pm. Three motions were passed at this meeting: on the campaign to re-open Grove Station, on 

sustainability work at the council and on the government’s proposed planning reforms. Click here for the 

minutes of the July Council meeting. 

The next meeting of Full Council will be on Wednesday 6th October at 7.00pm. Members of the public and 

ward councillors are able to participate in meetings remotely, as well as in person and via written 

statement. If you wish to speak at any council meeting (full council, cabinet, committees etc), you just need 

to register in advance with Democratic Services: email democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk 

First tickets for the White Horse Community lottery go on sale  
Residents in the Vale of White Horse can help out local good causes and be in with a chance of winning a 

weekly £25,000 jackpot if they buy a ticket for the White Horse Community Lottery which are now on sale. 

Players of the lottery can choose which local good cause they want to support when they purchase tickets 

– they can even choose to support more than one good cause if they like. Tickets cost just £1 per week 

with 60p from every ticket sold going to support charities and community groups across the Vale. 

Supporters of the good causes that have registered for the lottery can buy their tickets from the official 

website. The first draw will take place on Saturday 18 September. Click here for more information about the 

White Horse Community Lottery. 

Book a test drive and join the electric vehicle revolution 
Three test drive events are taking place in Oxfordshire next month to showcase electric vehicles (EVs) and 

an innovative new way of charging them aimed at people without off-street parking. Oxfordshire’s Park and 

Charge team are running these events as an opportunity for residents to learn more about EVs and the 

different options for making the switch. The test drive events will take place 10am - 4pm on: 

• Saturday 14 August at Cattle Market car park, Abingdon 
• Friday 20 August Kings Road car park, Henley 
• Saturday 21 August at the Woolgate Centre, Witney. 

 
Click here for the full news article about the Park & Charge EV test drive events. 

Route revealed for prestigious Women’s Tour cycling race (Oxfordshire stage) 
Residents between Bicester, Oxford, Abingdon and Banbury will now be able to pick their spot, ready to 
cheer on elite riders when this year’s Women’s Tour professional cycling race comes to Oxfordshire on 
Monday 4 October. The full route details have been revealed – click here for the full news article. 
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Your annual voter registration letter is coming – please check the details!  
Residents in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being urged to check the details on a letter 
they will receive from their district council from the end of July. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse 
District Councils will be sending a ‘Canvass Communication Form’ to every home requiring the residents to 
check the details of everyone over the age of 16 that lives in their property.  This is something local 
authorities need to do by law each year in order to ensure the electoral register is up to date. Click here for 
more information.  

Consultations 

Your chance to have your say on major future infrastructure plans in Oxfordshire 
You can have your say on major future infrastructure plans for Oxfordshire as a consultation is open until 

31st August. The Oxfordshire Infrastructure Strategy (OxIS) provides a framework for Oxfordshire County 

Council, Oxfordshire’s five planning authorities and key partners to establish strategic infrastructure 

investment priorities as well as potential opportunities for funding and delivery. 

In order to rank the different projects, the OxIS scores each against five themes - environment, health, 

place-shaping, productivity and connectivity - resulting in a seven-point scale to determine its relative ability 

to fulfil Oxfordshire’s future needs to 2040. The six-week consultation is asking the public to give their views 

on which of the five themes they feel are most important, whether any strategic infrastructure schemes 

have been missed and thoughts on the methodology used in the strategy. Click here to access the 

consultation. 

Help to shape the new Oxfordshire Air Quality website 
Residents across the county are being asked to help shape a new air quality community website, which will 

help to raise awareness and understanding of air pollution across Oxfordshire. The website – which is 

being created in partnership between Oxford City, Cherwell, West Oxfordshire, South Oxfordshire, Vale of 

White Horse, and Oxfordshire County Council – aims to integrate all relevant air quality related information 

from all district councils in Oxfordshire under one single platform. 

Now, residents across Oxfordshire are encouraged to take part in the consultation and share their views on 

what information they want to see on the future website. The consultation closes at midnight on 5th 

September 2021. Click here for more information and to access the website consultation. 

Oxfordshire Plan 2050 Consultation 
The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 will include policies relating to climate change, environmental quality, 

infrastructure, development, urban renewal, and much more. It will set out how much new development 

there will be in Oxfordshire to 2050 and where this new development will be located. It will also set 

requirements for new development, to make sure that it takes account of its environmental impacts and is 

supported by necessary infrastructure. 

  

We have identified a range of different options for the Oxfordshire Plan and we want to know what you think 

about them. For more detail please visit our website where you can view the consultation document and 

submit comments: www.oxfordshireopenthought.org.The consultation will run until  8 October 2021 

People across South and Vale urged to have their say on the Ox-Cam Arc 
People across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being urged to have their say on the 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc, a government led project which will have an impact on the district in the future. The 
Oxford-Cambridge Arc includes the area between Oxford, Milton Keynes and Cambridge and aims to make 
significant economic, social and environmental improvements across the region by 2050 and beyond. Click 
here for more information. The consultation is open until 12 October 2021. 
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