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Monday 8th November 2021 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

 

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah 
Hello! It’s that time of year again – colder nights and shorter days, complete with all the coughs and colds 

this time of year brings. If anyone is in need of support over the winter months, financial or otherwise, 

remember that the councils’ community support hub is still available as a first point of contact for getting the 

help you need. COVID-19 is still very much with us, and councils are encouraging residents to continue to 

follow the guidelines of handwashing, mask-wearing and social distancing.  

On the subject of health, we are grateful that the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning group agreed to join a 

recent meeting of the Great Western Park Residents’ Association, in order to provide an update on the 

long-awaited healthcare facility on the GWP site. More on this in our report – needless to say, it is good to 

see the CCG are now in a position to be providing public updates on this much-needed facility. 

In council news, we’re pleased that ahead of COP26, Cllr Emily Smith - leader of the Vale - has joined 

UK100: a national network giving council leaders greater influence and resources in tackling the climate 

emergency. This follows a motion passed at our last Full Council meeting in October, seconded by 

Hayleigh. The Vale also now has a new deputy leader, Cllr Bethia Thomas. Bethia was also a newly-

elected councillor back in 2019, same as us, so it’s great to see her now in this leadership role. We look 

forward to working with Bethia, and we would like to thank Cllr Debby Hallett, the previous deputy leader, 

for all her guidance and hard work. 

The Christmas season is nearly here, and there are lots of craft and gift fairs taking place in the local 

villages. It’s great to see these events happening again after a difficult winter last year in lockdown. Times 

are still very tough for local businesses, so we encourage residents to shop local and shop small this 

Christmas. There are plenty of wonderful independent retailers based in Didcot, Wantage and the 

surrounding villages - perfect for locally sourced, sustainable gift ideas. 

We will use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments,. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley - please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.     

COVID-19 Community Support 

A reminder to all residents that the councils’ Community Support Hub continues to operate for anyone who 

needs any assistance, either as a result of COVID-19 or just for anyone who needs signposting towards the 

appropriate support channel. There are multiple ways to get in touch with the Community Support Hub: 

• Call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

• Online Form: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub 

• Website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 
Residents can also contact: 

• Citizens Advice – 0808 278 7907 

• Vale Community Impact – 01235 765348 
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Remember that the latest figures are updated on the county council’s interactive dashboard on a daily 

basis. Given the recent colder weather and rising case rates, we encourage residents to get tested 

regularly and, if they feel unwell, book a PCR test, as Covid-19 is still very much around. 

Local News 

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group update on GWP Healthcare Centre 
Summary by Cllr Sarah Medley: 

On Monday 8th November, representatives from the Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) 

kindly agreed to our invitation to speak at the Great Western Park Residents’ Association (GWPRA) public 

meeting, to update residents on the progress of the new healthcare facility planned for Great Western Park. 

Julie Dandridge, CCG Deputy Director of Primary Care, and Jo Cogswell, CCG Director of Transformation, 

attended the meeting and explained that the process for setting up new GP facilities is complex; it is not 

something which happens automatically when new developments are built. The CCG requires GPs, which 

are independent businesses, to commit to the provision of services for a new development. This is either 

done through working together with existing GP practices, or seeking a completely new provider.  

In the case of the long-awaited GP surgery on Great Western Park, the CCG have been working together 

with the Didcot medical practices. The main issue is the need for a suitable building - various options have 

been considered over the past few years, to determine the best fit for GWP. The good news is that the 

CCG have now identified a suitable developer with experience of building medical facilities. The next stage 

of the process is for an appointed District Valuer to determine whether the proposed facility is value for 

money for the CCG, and the next stage after that is to apply for planning permission. 

It appears that there is still some way to go in the process, however the CCG are pleased to be able to 

report back to the public that significant progress is now being made. They are not yet able to state a 

timescale for when the new GP facility on GWP will be open for patients, however they are very aware of 

the urgent need to alleviate the pressure on GP services in the Didcot area – an issue raised by many at 

the meeting. We questioned whether a temporary or pop-up surgery could be established on GWP in the 

meantime, for example in one of the community centres or similar, and the CCG representatives agreed to 

investigate this option. This is promising – and something that we will be chasing up.  

Hayleigh and I would like to thank Julie and Jo from the CCG for providing this useful update. Thank you to 

the many local residents who attended and asked very pertinent questions about the funding, timescales 

and service provision. The CCG have kindly agreed to provide further updates for the public as the project 

progresses, and we will ensure that these are shared with residents through our newsletters and social 

media. 

Council News 

Garden Waste: Normal Service Resumed 
We’re pleased to announce that our garden waste service has now returned to its normal fortnightly 

collections. That means your next garden waste collection will take place on your usual collection day as 

scheduled in our normal annual waste collections calendar. Every time it’s recycling week you’ll be able to 

put your brown bin out when you put your green wheelie bin as normal.  

We’d like to apologise once again for the disruption to the service and to thank you for your patience and 

understanding. We have extended your subscription by three months to make up for the disruption. 

Garden waste is an optional paid-for garden waste service. For £51.50 per year customers get their garden 

waste such as hedge clippings, grass cuttings, dead leaves etc collected regularly from their home using 

one of our brown wheeled bins. Garden waste is collected on the same day as your recycling. To check 

when this is please see waste calendar.  If your bin was not emptied – please click here to report a missed 

bin collection. 
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Councils urge global leaders to agree urgent climate action at COP26 
Find out what this hugely important climate conference means for you. 

Vale’s Emily Smith joins other local leaders in putting net zero ambitions ahead of 

government targets 
Just over a week before the United Nations Climate Change conference COP26, Cllr Emily Smith, Leader 

of Vale of White Horse District Council, has joined dozens of other local authority leaders from across the 

UK in signing up to UK100’s ‘Net Zero Pledge’, reaffirming the Vale’s commitment to meeting Net Zero 

carbon emissions. 

Good causes in the Vale benefit from White Horse Community Lottery 
Since its first draw in September the White Horse Community Lottery has already started to raise money for 

good causes across the Vale, enabling them to continue and expand their work with vulnerable residents 

and communities in the district.  

Businesses based in Southern Oxfordshire given support to widen their network 

South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils are supporting local businesses by offering a 

discount to join a new online networking group. 

New Vale of White Horse District Council Deputy Leader announced 
Councillor Bethia Thomas has been announced as the new Deputy Leader of Vale of White Horse District 

Council. 

New council building concept design gets the go ahead 
The concept design for the new district council building at Didcot Gateway has been approved, and the 

detailed design process is now getting underway. The project and building are owned by South Oxfordshire 

District Council, although the facilities are planned to be shared with the Vale – as was the arrangement at 

Crowmarsh, the previous council building. 

You could win a Nando’s or Costa voucher as new campaign highlights that laughing gas 

is #NoLaughingMatter  
A new campaign has started across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse to highlight the issues 

and dangers of Nitrous Oxide, more commonly known as laughing gas. The campaign will see 

#NoLaughingMatter stencils painted across the districts and there is a short online quiz, with a £25 Nando’s 

or Costa voucher.  

Consultations 

Views sought on future development at airfield at Dalton Barracks, Abingdon 
We’re asking your views on how future development at the airfield at Dalton Barracks near Abingdon 

should look and feel, and how it should contribute to the area.  
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