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Monday 6th December 2021 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

 

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah 
Hello! It’s the festive season again, and we’ve been out enjoying the fab range of events our local 
community has to offer in the run-up to Christmas. We had a lovely time at the official opening of the new 
Alma Barn Lodge Care Home in Harwell – welcome to all the new residents living there. Really interesting 
to hear the local history of the site, including the story of Alma Barns: a "strong woman, very outspoken" 
who looked after a farm in the area and was known by many people. The care home team have done a 
great job bringing a local focus to this fantastic new facility, with plenty of photos and maps of Didcot and 
the local villages on display, and plans for regular community events. 

The Harwellian social club has been well worth a visit this past month, with a Bingo session, live music by 
local band Frogstar and a delicious afternoon tea being just some of the many events they have hosted. 
We’re delighted that Didcot's cultural hub, Cornerstone Arts Centre, is open for theatre shows again -  
we really enjoyed the Sound of Music by local amateur dramatics group Jigsaw Stage Productions. There 
are plenty of Christmas fairs and markets happening locally almost every day – perfect for gift buying! As 
always, we encourage residents to shop locally and sustainably this Christmas; to support small 
independent businesses in our area and minimise the miles travelled by your purchases. 

This time of year can of course be very difficult for many people, for a number of reasons. If you or 
someone you know is in need of support over the winter months, financial or otherwise, the councils’ 
community support hub is available to provide help and advice – see more detail below. COVID-19 cases 
are also rising again and the council is urging residents to take all the precautions you can, alongside 
abiding by new government restrictions in response to the Omicron variant. 

2021 has certainly been another challenging year for everyone, with the ongoing impact of the pandemic 
and the reality of climate change affecting every aspect of our lives. However, the success of the 
vaccination programme and the gradual return to normal life have given us much to be grateful for this past 
year. 2021 has been a big year of climate action, from the international pledges at COP26 right down to the 
collective activism of all our local sustainability groups. As a council we have continued towards our goals 
for tackling the climate emergency with the limited resources we have, as highlighted in the new section 
below on Climate & Environment news. However, it is the hard work and dedication of residents which 
makes a real difference – everything from the successful community campaign to improve the sustainability 
of the huge Valley Park housing development, through to the planting of trees at the new Upton nature 
garden. All of this makes us very proud to represent you, and gives us hope for a better future in 2022. 

Whether you are celebrating Christmas or just taking a break, we wish you and your families an enjoyable 
and restful festive period. We hope that you can spend much-needed time with your loved ones, and we 
wish you happiness and good health for the new year ahead. 

Merry Christmas! 

Hayleigh and Sarah 

We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. 

We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh Gascoigne & Sarah Medley  

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.     
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Community Support 

Contact details 
A reminder to all residents that the councils’ Community Support Hub continues to operate for anyone who 

needs any assistance, either as a result of COVID-19 or just for anyone who needs signposting towards the 

appropriate support channel. There are multiple ways to get in touch with the Community Support Hub: 

• Call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

• Online Form: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub 

• Website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 
Residents can also contact: 

• Citizens Advice – 0808 278 7907 

• Vale Community Impact – 01235 765348 
 

Household Support Fund Available for anyone in need 

• The government’s Household Support Fund (HSF) is now open, offering a very important lifeline for 
households who may struggle to afford life’s essentials over winter.  

• The money will primarily be used to help pay for food, energy, and water bills for residents, but other 
costs can also be covered.  

• The fund is open to any resident who is struggling and can’t afford basic household essentials.  

• To find out about the scheme or seek help, call Citizens Advice on 0808 278 7907. 
 

Homelessness Support 
If you or someone you know are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, please click here for advice. 

Domestic Abuse 
Do you feel like you are walking on eggshells? Are you afraid of your partner? Are you worried about 

someone you know being controlled?  

• Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse Service Helpline: 0800 731 0055 (Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-4)  
• Find help and advice at Reducing the Risk’s website reducingtherisk.org.uk 

COVID-19 Update 

COVID-19 rates 
Oxfordshire will be the focus of targeted testing activity following the identification of 

the COVID-19 Omicron variant. More generally, COVID-19 rates have spiked in Oxfordshire and South and 

Vale, which mirrors the national picture. The high rates in schools, predominantly primary-aged school 

children are likely to be a major factor in the rising cases. Alongside our county council colleagues and 

health partners, the district council is urging residents to take all the precautions they can to reach the 

Christmas period free of Covid-19 alongside abiding by new government restrictions in response to the 

Omicron variant.  

 

Getting vaccinated and boosted remain the best ways for residents to reduce their chance of becoming 

severely ill with Covid, and boosters will soon become available to everyone over 18 years. Remember that 

the latest figures are updated on the county council’s interactive dashboard on a daily basis. We continue 

to encourage residents to get tested regularly and, if you feel unwell, book a PCR test. 

Funds available for local businesses 
The South and Vale Business Support team has launched its latest round of grants to help new businesses 

and those trading in events, tourism and wedding sectors to help keep them going throughout the winter 

months. Find out more information on the South and Vale Business Support website. Businesses can apply 

for funds up to midday on 16 December 
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Local News 

Call for people to buy local as free parking days returns in the run up to Christmas 
Shoppers in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being given a helping hand to buy local 

this Christmas. Those who are unable to get to local businesses by walking, cycling or public transport can 

take advantage of free parking in district council car parks.  

Cornerstone Arts Centre in Didcot: an exciting line up of events and activities for all ages 
Sing the blues with a Polar Bear, jam with the Puffins and beat-box with an Arctic Fox. It all happens at the 

North Pole Jazz Lounge; the coooolest place on earth in this year’s Christmas show The Ballad of Rudy, 

running from 18 to 24 December. Find out more about what’s on via cornerstone-arts.org or pop into 

Cornerstone yourself and take the time to enjoy a drink and bite to eat in the Nourish café bar. 

New Chair and updates for Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board members 
Members of the Didcot Garden Town Advisory Board met recently to hear about the latest developments in 

the town and to welcome their new Chair, Cllr Liz Leffman, who is the Leader of Oxfordshire County 

Council.  

Climate & Environment News 

Vale 9th most eco-friendly district in England 

Vale of White Horse was named the ninth greenest out of 314 local authority areas in England. The 

research by OxfordshireLive took into consideration different factors including how often people walk or 

cycle, domestic carbon emissions per person and how much the council spends on the environment. 

Councils reveal the food wasted in Southern Oxfordshire last Christmas and urge residents 

to change their ways 
Southern Oxfordshire residents put around 700 tonnes of food* into their black bins last December, emitting 

nearly 150 tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent (CO₂e)** into the atmosphere as well as wasting valuable 

resources and their own money.  

The latest wave of electric vehicle chargers coming to county’s car parks 
The roll-out of hundreds of electric vehicle (EV) charging points in council-owned car parks in Oxfordshire 

has begun. In South and Vale this will include: 

More money and new laws needed to save planet say councils as COP26 comes to a close 

The government must match their words with action, South and Vale’s cabinet members for climate have 

said, as COP26 came to a close. 

Abingdon student scoots off with first prize in our Air Quality competition 
 One year six student in Abingdon will have a new way of getting into school thanks to a competition to 

highlight the issue of air quality, which was run by Vale of White Horse District Council earlier this term. 

Sustainability at the heart of councils’ purchases 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district councils are changing the way they are buying goods 

and services from outside suppliers. While getting good value has always been at the forefront of council 

staff’s minds when spending money for the councils, they must now focus on more than just financial value. 

A new procurement strategy has been implemented which has the following aims: 

• to ensure efficient and economic contracts are managed well 

• to reduce costs and risk within the supply chain 

• to ensure council spending contributes to the economic, social, and environmental benefits for our 
communities 

From now on any procurement must now include sustainability and represent economic and social value for 

the community. How and what the councils buy will support the councils’ corporate plans and priorities for 

the next five years. This is explained more fully to suppliers in a new section on the websites South and 

Vale. 
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Council News 

Council Meetings 
Vale of White Horse Full Council is on 8th December at the Milton Park Offices. Members of the public may 

watch the live stream online. The full agenda is here. 

Council will be considering adopting a new parental leave policy for councillors. Motions on the agenda 

include tackling the climate emergency by retrofitting homes, becoming a trans inclusive council, and 

opposing the plans for the proposed Thames Water reservoir in Steventon. 

£7.3 million for local transport and schools 

Over £7.3 million will go towards transport improvements and school extensions in South Oxfordshire and 

the Vale of White Horse thanks to funds the two district councils have raised from housing developers 

building in the districts. 

Over £2.2 million extra funding for Southern Oxfordshire businesses is available this winter 
Extra cash is available to help businesses that have been severely affected by Covid-19 restrictions to get 

through the winter months. Local businesses can now apply for a grant of up to £15,000 to help to keep 

them going through the quieter trading months.  

Council Leader calls on government to give local authorities more control over their 

finances  
 The Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council has written to Michael Gove, Secretary of 

State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, with proposals for changes to the way councils 

are funded to reduce financial pressures before they have an impact on public services.   
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