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Monday 10th January 2022 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

 

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah 
Hello! Happy New Year to all our residents. We hope that everyone had a restful break with family and 
friends, and that you are keeping healthy and safe during the recent rise of the omicron variant of COVID-
19. If you haven’t had your booster vaccine yet, we encourage everyone to get their booster as soon as 
possible – you can book an appointment or find a walk-in centre via the NHS national booking system.  

Our last full council meeting of 2021 was in December. As always, we were pleased to see motions passed 
on a range of issues, including retrofitting homes and opposing the proposal for the new reservoir in 
Steventon. However, we are particularly proud that the latest meeting took very positive steps forward in 
terms of addressing diversity and inclusion at the council – something that we are very passionate about. 

Sarah proposed a motion – which passed - on supporting the transgender & non-binary community. 
Council also formally adopted a new parental leave policy for councillors. We think this is excellent news, 
as it goes a long way towards making the role of councillor more accessible and ultimately more 
representative of the community. 

We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.     

COVID-19 Update 

Get your booster vaccine 

 
• Getting vaccinated and boosted remains the best thing you can do to protect yourself, your family 

and friends against getting seriously ill from Covid-19. You can  

• There are plenty of appointments across several sites this week. Please go to the National Booking 
Service to book a slot or you may be able to bring your appointment forward that you had previously 
booked.  

• If you've had a positive COVID-19 test, you need to wait a number of weeks before getting any dose 
of the vaccine. You need to wait: 

o 4 weeks (28 days) if you are aged 18 years old or over  
o 12 weeks (84 days) if you are aged 12 to 17 years old  

o 4 weeks (28 days) if you're aged 12 to 17 years old and at high risk from COVID-19  
 

• If you are unable to attend your vaccination appointment for any other reason, please cancel or 
rebook it at soon as possible so your space opens for someone else.  

• Information on the walk-in clinics available in Oxfordshire are available here.  
 

The latest COVID-19 figures are updated on the county council’s interactive dashboard on a daily basis. 

We continue to encourage residents to test regularly and, if you feel unwell, book a PCR test. 
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Funds available for local businesses 

The new Hospitality and Leisure Grant announced by Government on 21 December will support 
the hospitality and leisure sectors that have been affected by the latest pandemic variant, 
Omicron. Visit our dedicated webpage for further details. 

Small and medium-sized businesses will be able to claim money from the government through the 
Statutory Sick Pay Rebate Scheme. Find out how you can claim. 

Our Winter Support Grants are now closed for applications. Check out our anticipated timeline for 
administration. 

Community Support 

Contact the Community Support Hub 

A reminder to all residents that the councils’ Community Support Hub continues to operate for anyone who 

needs any assistance, either as a result of COVID-19 or just for anyone who needs signposting towards the 

appropriate support channel. There are multiple ways to get in touch with the Community Support Hub: 

• Call: 01235 422 600 Monday to Thursday 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm 

• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk 

• Online Form: www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub 

• Website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/covid19 
Residents can also contact: 

• Citizens Advice – 0808 278 7907 

• Vale Community Impact – 01235 765348 
 

Household Support Fund Available for anyone in need 

• The government’s Household Support Fund (HSF) is now open, offering a very important lifeline for 
households who may struggle to afford life’s essentials over winter.  

• The money will primarily be used to help pay for food, energy, and water bills for residents, but other 
costs can also be covered.  

• The fund is open to any resident who is struggling and can’t afford basic household essentials.  

• To find out about the scheme or seek help, call Citizens Advice on 0808 278 7907. 

• See more information here. 
 

Homelessness Support 
If you or someone you know are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless, please click here for advice. 

Domestic Abuse 
Do you feel like you are walking on eggshells? Are you afraid of your partner? Are you worried about 

someone you know being controlled?  

• Oxfordshire Domestic Abuse Service Helpline: 0800 731 0055 (Mon-Fri 10-6 Sat 10-4)  
• Find help and advice at Reducing the Risk’s website reducingtherisk.org.uk 

Local News 

Council leaders thank vaccine clinic while urging people to get booster jab 

Council leaders urged people to get their Covid booster jab as they praised the people delivering the vital 

vaccine at a clinic in Faringdon.  
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Help to make night-time safer in Abingdon and Didcot 

Residents are being asked to help make areas of Abingdon and Didcot safer at night. South Oxfordshire 

and Vale of White Horse District Councils want to hear from anyone who has felt unsafe in either town on a 

night out, or when returning there after an evening out elsewhere, such as Oxford.  

Climate & Environment News 

Wondering what to do with your waste post-Christmas? Take a look at the Vale’s site. 

If you have a garden waste collection, you can leave your Christmas tree out with that. If not, take a look at 

a list of our collection sites. Be sure to check the last date to leave trees. 

 

Council News 

Full Council 
Vale of White Horse Full Council was held on 8th December at the Milton Park Offices. You may catch up 

with the content here. The full agenda is here. 

For more information on outcomes, see press releases below. 

Changes to planning rules to focus more quickly on potential harm to communities 

Changes to enforcing planning rules will allow two district councils to focus on cases with the most potential 

to cause harm to local communities much more quickly. 

Leaders Statement – 8 December 2021 

Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, delivered her Leaders Statement to 

Council at the meeting on 8 December 2021.  

Councillors call on the government to support ambitious local climate action 

Leader Emily Smith will write to Whitehall to urge the government to establish a programme for domestic 

retrofitting.  

Council re-affirms commitment to support War Pensioners 

The War Pension scheme was established to compensate those veterans who suffered injured or illness 

while serving their country, while the War Widow(er)’s Pension is for those whose spouse died while 

serving.  

More research needed before Abingdon reservoir plans can be approved 

More evidence has been demanded by Vale councillors over the need for a reservoir in Abingdon and its 

environmental impact. 

Vale of White Horse District Council – a trans inclusive council 

Vale of White Horse District Council has a commitment to being a welcoming and inclusive organisation 

and council members have strengthened that commitment at its December Council meeting.  
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New parental leave policy for councillors 

Our new Parental Leave Policy sets out councillors’ entitlements to maternity, paternity, shared parental 

and adoption leave and relevant allowances.  

 

The policy aims to provide a positive environment for members with family responsibilities.  It will help to 

ensure members are representative of our community, contribute towards increasing the diversity of 

experience, age and background of councillors, and also help us to retain experienced councillors and 

make public office more accessible to those who might otherwise feel excluded. 

 

You can find the policy here, on the councillor allowances area of the Vale website. 

Vital work to help vulnerable people praised by councillors 

Work to protect vulnerable residents and those who are most at risk from criminal activity has been 

recognised by councillors in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse.  

Councils face another cut in government funding 

Public services could be at serious risk if the government fails to provide long-term financial support, the 

Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council has warned. 

2021 reflection statement from Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council 
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