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Monday 6th June 2022 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah 
Hello! We hope everyone enjoyed the long bank holiday weekend, whether or not you were celebrating the 

Platinum Jubilee. We had a brilliant and busy weekend at the various community events taking place 

across the local area. First up on Friday 3rd June was the 'Right Royal Knees Up' at Boundary Park Pavilion 

on Great Western Park. Well done to local charity Style Acre for organising this fantastic event - we had a 

great time!  

Saturday morning started with the traditional Harwell Feast Parade, with so many incredible floats 

decorated in a tribute to Her Majesty. We really enjoyed the Harwell Feast, it was so good to see it back for 

the first time since 2019! Well done and thank you to everyone involved in making it a success, from the 

Feast committee who work hard all year round on organising the event, to the Scouts who run the BBQ and 

the Harwellian who provide drinks and snacks…everyone has a part to play in this legendary local event. 

On Saturday evening we had the honour of laying a wreath on behalf of the Vale of White Horse District 

Council at the Harwell Stone D-Day Memorial Service. Thank you to the Royal British Legion Harwell 

Branch for organising – this was another annual event which hasn’t taken place for three years. It was a 

privilege to attend and to learn about this fascinating piece of local history. The stone marks the end of the 

runway from which aircraft of No.38 Group Royal Air Force, took off on the night of 5th June 1944 - these 

troops were amongst the first British Soldiers to land in Normandy on the main assault for the liberation of 

Europe.  

On Sunday 5th June we stopped by the Chilton Jubilee Picnic, which was lovely! The homemade banners, 

scarecrows and corgi trail were fab, and thank you to the Chilton W.I. for the delicious Victoria sponge cake 

- perfect for the occasion! Next stop on our Sunday afternoon was the Big Jubilee Afternoon in Blewbury, 

which had lots of fantastic stalls and activities. We booked our tickets for the Blewbury Players in July, we 

had fun studying water wildlife from the chalk stream, and we loved the plant sale by the Blewbury Refugee 

Support Team. Well done to the Blewbury School PTA for organising such a wonderful event!  

We then took a trip up to Abingdon to join in with the excellent eccentric local tradition of bun-throwing, 

which only happens during royal celebrations. This was the perfect end to an absolutely fantastic weekend 

of community events! With National Volunteer’s week coming to a close, we’d like to say a huge well done 

and thank you to all the wonderful volunteers in our community – we wouldn’t be able to enjoy Platinum 

Jubilee celebrations or other events in our local area without your constant hard work and dedication. 

In other news, we are delighted to announce that Hayleigh is now the new chair of the council’s Climate 

Emergency Advisory Committee. Hayleigh has been a member of the committee since its inception in 

2019, and she is passionate about doing all we can as a council and as individuals to tackle the climate 

emergency. We are also very pleased that Cllr Sally Povolotsky is the new cabinet member for Climate 

Emergency & Environment at the council. Sally works as a sustainability engineer and many of us knew her 

as a community climate activist long before she became involved in local politics. We are really looking 

forward to all the new ideas and energy we know she will bring to this role. 

The next full council meeting is Wednesday 13th July. Should you wish to speak at this (or any) meeting, 
please email democratic services democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk by 12noon on the working 
day before the meeting. You can also attend meetings in person or watch the stream on YouTube – link 
here or search the Vale of White Horse District Council for more information. 
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We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.   

Community Support 

The Council Community Support Hub 

The Community Support Hub, originally set up by the council in 2020 in response to the pandemic, is still 
available for anyone in need of help: if you have COVID-19, or if you are struggling financially, or if you are 
just finding life difficult due to the pandemic. Whether it’s practical support or just advice, get in touch. Call: 
01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. 
 

Council tax rebate 
Most homes in council tax bands A-D have now received their £150 rebate. 
Once we have completed the final payments for the A-D households we will then launch a discretionary 
scheme which will provide £150 to all homes in receipt of Council Tax Support in E-H banded homes.  Any 
money left over from this scheme will be used to provide a small top-up payment to all households in 
receipt of Council Tax Support.  We will confirm more details about this scheme in due course. 
We have been asked what people should do if they do not want to receive the rebate. The Council cannot 
use the declined monies for any other purpose, such as providing more funding for those in need. Declined 
funds will be returned to Central Government. If you want the money to be used to support others, do not 
decline the rebate, but instead, you could decide to donate it to any cause or person you choose. 

 

Financial Support Helplines 
With rising energy prices and the cost of living increasing, it is a difficult time for many residents. Anyone 
who is struggling financially can contact Citizens Advice on 0808 278 7907, Vale Community Impact on 
01235 765348 or the council’s own community support hub – details below.  
 

Ukraine 
Our fantastic colleagues across our county partnership continue their work to support the scheme in 

numerous ways. 

Local communities across Oxfordshire are providing fantastic local services for our guests, for example 

community-led English lessons, access to clothing, toys and food, community support groups and more. 

The Oxfordshire Family Information Service (FIS) would like to provide local information for both Ukrainian 

guests and their host families on its directory webpages about events, activities and support services 

available to them. 

Leader of VoWH District Council, Emily Smith, says, ‘Thank to everyone at the council and across district 
for the incredible welcome that you have shown those fleeing war in Ukraine. 
 
Our housing team, with support from officers from across the council have carried out hundreds of house 
checks to ensure accommodation is suitable and safe. And we have just appointed two new Community 
Liaison Officers (CLOs) who will work with Asylum Welcome and help community groups to support 
Ukrainian guests who are settling in households across our districts, providing information, advice and 
guidance and liaise with local authority support teams across Oxfordshire, to build a support framework for 
refugees that need it. 
 
The generosity of local people offering accommodation and other support is heart-warming and very much 
appreciated.’ 
 
For more information 
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General Ukraine queries:   

• www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ukraine  
• Oxfordshire Ukraine helpline: +44 1865 966444 / 01865 966 444 (opening hours: 8.45am 

- 5pm, Monday to Friday. Closed weekends and bank holidays).  
• Email: ukraineresponse@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

For housing and community support in South and Vale:  

• www.southoxon.gov.uk/ukraine   
• www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ukraine  
• South and Vale helpline: +44 1235 422600 / 01235 422600 (press option one). Opening 

hours: 8.30am-5pm Monday to Thursday, 8.30am-4.30pm Fridays, Closed weekends and 
bank holidays.  

Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk   

Finally, as we work hard to support the government’s Homes for Ukraine scheme, it’s important to 

recognise that we are continuing to work collectively across the county to support people of all immigration 

status, including refugees, whatever their country of origin.   

In recent years, all councils across Oxfordshire have established specific support arrangements for those 

from Syria and Afghanistan working together with our voluntary and community sector partners to deliver 

wrap-around support for those temporarily accommodated in hotels. We will all continue to support 

relocating refugees and work with Thames Valley Police and other agencies to identify and prevent modern 

slavery.   

Local News 

Didcot Healthcare Update 
The NHS Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) were unable to attend the Great Western Park 

Residents’ Association Meeting in May, so they will now be joining the next meeting instead at 8pm on 

Monday 13th June. The CCG will be providing an update on the GWP healthcare provision, so please 

attend if you can as the meeting is open to the public. It will be held in person at Boundary Park Sports 

Pavilion with the option to join online via Zoom. Please keep an eye on the GWP Residents’ Association 

Facebook Event for more details, and note that you need to register online for the meeting beforehand in 

order to receive the Zoom link. 

Valley Park Update 

The planning applications for the first two parcels of homes on Valley Park, as mentioned in previous 

updates, have been submitted - references P22/V0539/RM and P22/V0907/RM. They are currently both 

closed for comments. However, the strategic design code for the Valley Park has not yet been approved. 

Design codes set out design principles aimed at delivering better quality places, for example the 

requirements for streets, blocks, etc, or they may focus on landscape or architectural designs. Once this 

document has been approved (subject to negotiations), then the planning applications will reopen for 

consultation, so you may comment on them within the context of knowing what the design code is. As 

usual, if you have any questions on this matter, don’t hesitate to contact us. 

A new way of shopping has launched in Wantage 
An exciting new shopping tool has launched in Wantage to help support local independent traders to 

recover following the pandemic. Vale of White Horse and South Oxfordshire District Councils are offering 

local organisations a free 12 months’ membership to ShopAppy, a website that helps market their goods 

and services online. 
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Women’s Tour cycling race is coming to Oxfordshire on Saturday 11th June 

Residents across the county will be able to cheer on elite riders when this year’s Women’s Tour 

professional cycling race returns to Oxfordshire on Saturday 11 June. You can see the women passing 

through locally at Wantage, Harwell or Didcot. For full route details, see the website. 

Proud to celebrate Pride 

June is Pride month, and the council will be celebrating in several ways. We’ll be raising the Pride flag 

outside Abbey House and Milton Park through the month, to celebrate and show our support for the 

LGBTQ+ community across the districts. 

Cornerstone Arts Centre is celebrating #PrideAtCornerstone with events including The PHWOAR Next 

Door drag cabaret on Friday 10 June and a FREE art drop in on Saturday 11 June from 11am to 4pm 

where everyone can add to the Cornerstone Pride flag. More information and tickets available via 

cornerstone-arts.org. 

Climate & Environment News 

EV Chargers Launch across Vale 
A series of 62 EV chargers which have been installed in council-run car parks across the Vale of White 

Horse district are now up and running. 

The chargers – which have been installed as part of the county-wide Park and Charge scheme – are ready 

to use by EV owners in our council-run car parks in Portway in Wantage, Cattle Market, Audlett Drive, 

West St Helens in Abingdon and Southampton Street in Faringdon. 

The Park and Charge Oxfordshire project has attracted £5.4m of funding, with £4.1m being funded through 

the Office for Zero Emission Vehicles via Innovate UK and the On-Street Residential Chargepoint Scheme. 

The remaining investment has come from commercial partners Zeta Specialist Lighting and [ui!] UK (Urban 

Integrated). 

Boiler Upgrade Scheme opens 

The government has announced a new £450 million Boiler Upgrade Scheme to help improve the energy 

efficiency of homes, reduce energy bills and cut emissions in the long-term. The scheme is now open for 

people to apply for the following support when replacing their oil or gas boilers: 

• £5,000 off the cost and installation of an air source heat pump 

• £5,000 off the cost and installation of a biomass boiler 

• £6,000 off the cost and installation of a ground source heat pump  
You can find out more about the scheme via the government’s website.  

 

Council News 

New joint local plan about far more than housing as interactive consultation opens 
Tackling the climate emergency, sustainable transport, affordable housing, high-tech jobs, and the future of 

our town centres are among the topics up for discussion as South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse 

District Councils embark on the creation of a new Joint Local Plan. The two district councils have launched 

an interactive consultation to find out what the public thinks are the key issues facing the areas. You 

have until Thursday 23rd June to contribute. 

 

Abbey Meadow outdoor pool’s future secured for many more summers of fun 
Families will be able to enjoy summer holidays at Abbey Meadow outdoor pool and splash pad in Abingdon 

for years to come, despite spiralling energy costs that have closed pools all around the country. 
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Vale of White Horse to get a new Food and Farming champion 

The Vale is to get a new Food and Farming Champion to help promote food production, distribution, and 

healthy eating across the district. This action was part of a motion raised by Cllr Bethia Thomas at the Vale 

of White Horse District Council meeting 

Councils mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee with a focus on the environment and 

wellbeing 
Creating a lasting legacy will be at the heart of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations at South Oxfordshire and 

Vale of White Horse District Councils. 

The councils are asking residents to share with them pictures of the trees they have planted across the 

districts as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy. These images will go on display until spring next year on the 

councils’ websites and will create a record of where the trees are for years to come. 

Later in the year South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse will each install living sculptures. The final 

designs are yet to be decided but the statues will be created using grasses, vines, plants, or trees. Both 

districts will have a sculpture as a reminder of this special anniversary. 
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