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Monday 8th August 2022 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Hello from Hayleigh & Sarah 
Hello! We hope that you have been able to enjoy the sunshine whilst staying safe in the recent hot weather. 

During the summer holidays there are plenty of free council-run activities available for families, including 

the Litter Bugs Detective Trail and a range of events by the Active Communities Team. Didcot Leisure 

Centre is taking part in the Oxfordshire Holiday Activity and Food Programme, providing free holiday 

activities and food for those in receipt of free school meals throughout the summer holidays. 

With rising energy prices and the cost of living increasing, it is a difficult time for many residents. Anyone 
who is struggling financially can contact Citizens Advice on 0808 278 7907, Vale Community Impact on 
01235 765348 or the council’s own Community Support Hub. At the last Vale of White Horse District 
Council meeting on 13 July, the council set out further plans to help those most in need through the cost-of-
living crisis. Councillors agreed a series of steps designed to help those in the district who are most in 
need, including potential expansion of the council tax reduction scheme and the Community Hub, and 
asking the Government for more help with fuel bills. 
 
We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.   

Community Support 

The Council Community Support Hub 

The Community Support Hub, originally set up by the council in 2020 in response to the pandemic, is still 
available for anyone in need of help: if you have COVID-19, or if you are struggling financially due to the 
cost-of-living crisis, or if you are just finding life difficult due to the pandemic. Whether it’s practical support 
or just advice, get in touch. Call: 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. 
 

Business Support - Covid-19 Additional Relief Fund   
Further funding will soon be available to support some businesses impacted by the pandemic with their 
2021/2022 business rates. For further details, see the Business Support website.  
 

Ukraine 

General Ukraine queries:   

• www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ukraine  
• Oxfordshire Ukraine helpline: +44 1865 966444 / 01865 966 444 (opening hours: 8.45am 

- 5pm, Monday to Friday. Closed weekends and bank holidays).  
• Email: ukraineresponse@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

For housing and community support in South and Vale:  
• www.southoxon.gov.uk/ukraine   
• www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ukraine  
• South and Vale helpline: +44 1235 422600 / 01235 422600 (press option one). Opening 

hours: 8.30am-5pm Monday to Thursday, 8.30am-4.30pm Fridays, Closed weekends and 
bank holidays. 

• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk   
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Local News 

‘Harwell East’ Consultation: New Parish and Council for 2023 
The district council undertakes a Community Governance Review every four years. After the 2014 

Community Governance Review, the council resolved to create a new parish of ‘Harwell East’, comprising 

the part of Harwell Parish that lies to the east of the A34 – see map below. All of Harwell village will remain 

within the existing Harwell Parish, however the section of Great Western Park which is currently in Harwell 

Parish will become part of the new parish, as will the entirety of the new Valley Park development. 

At its meeting in June 2018 the Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee agreed to defer 

the creation of the new parish until after the 2019 elections. The district council’s Democratic Services are 

now working on the creation of the new parish for implementation at the next local elections in May 2023. 

Council officers provided an update on the plans for the new parish at the Community Governance and 

Electoral Issues Committee Meeting on Monday 4th August. The committee agreed to put the following 

officer recommendations out to consultation: 

1. the name of the new parish and the name of the associated new parish council 

2. the effective date for the new council to be 1 April 2023, with elections for the new council to take place 

in May 2023 

3. the council should return eight parish councillors 

4. the council should not be warded 

 

In the coming weeks, the Harwell Parish Council, the Great Western Park Residents’ Association and all 

residents of the existing Harwell Parish will be directly consulted in writing for their views on these four 

recommendations. The consultation on the name is particularly important: the new parish has always been 

referred to as ‘Harwell East’ as a working title, however this is an opportunity for a preferred alternative to 

be identified. It is also important to note that the consultation will also include the name of the new parish 

council, as this does not have to be referred to as a ‘parish’ council – for example, it could be a ‘community 

council’ or a ‘neighbourhood council’. 

 
Map showing the location of the new ‘Harwell East’ parish – highlighted in blue 

The August meeting was recorded and is available to watch online – the item on the new parish starts at 2 

minutes 41 seconds into the video. Cllr Sarah Medley is a member of the Community Governance and 

Electoral Issues committee and used this opportunity to raise several questions about the new parish and 

council, including practical arrangements for setting up the new council and more specific questions 

recently raised by residents. The outcome of the consultation and more detail on the new parish will be 

discussed in a future meeting of the committee, most likely on 12th September. We (Hayleigh and Sarah) 

will use our monthly report to keep residents informed of the progress of this new parish and council. 
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Didcot Garden Party returns with free fun activities all summer 

Didcot is the place to be this summer – the Didcot Garden Party is back again this year, and it’s bigger than 

ever! Throughout the school holidays, the party will be focussing on health, wellbeing and the environment. 

All the events are FREE with Cornerstone hosting fun performances and art workshops in their outside 

courtyard area and at Great Western Park, Edmonds Park and Ladygrove Park, the Active Communities 

team will be putting on several sports sessions, including cricket, dancing and rounders. All the details can 

be found on the Didcot Garden Town website. 

Climate & Environment News 

New website provides one stop shop for tackling climate change in Oxfordshire 
A new website offering practical advice for Oxfordshire people wanting to reduce their carbon 
footprint and save energy is now available. Climate Action Oxfordshire 
– www.climateactionoxfordshire.org.uk – lists measures people can take and rates them according 
to effort, impact, and cost. It also gives people an idea of what financial savings they can make 
and includes tips and links on how to get started. The one stop shop has sections aimed at 
individuals, communities, and organisations, including businesses, and advice on transport, 
lifestyle, shopping, home and biodiversity matters. 
 

Call for communities to plant trees in record numbers 
Communities and groups across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being urged to put 
plans in place now, so they are ready to plant trees in record numbers during the annual tree planting 
season, later this year. 
 

£50,000 for community projects from the Vale’s Climate Action Fund 
Energy saving in Botley, a new community hub in Shrivenham and draught busting in Wantage are just 

some of the many community projects which will receive funding from Vale of White Horse District Council 

to help tackle climate change. 

Council News 

Everyone’s different so tell us how council services can be easier to access 
We come in all shapes and sizes, we look and sound different, and we all see things differently. South 

Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils value and embrace these differences – as these 

are the things that make each of us unique. It doesn’t matter who they are, everyone will eventually need 

something from their councils. That’s why the district councils in South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 

Horse are asking people to share their views on how they can make it easier for people with different needs 

to access their services, support and information. A short survey opens from 8 August until 11.59pm on 

Monday 19 September. People can access the survey online at www.southandvale.gov.uk/DI and 

alternative formats and languages are also available by calling 01235 422 425 or 

contacting haveyoursay@southandvale.gov.uk. 

Residents urged to check their voter registration details 
Residents across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being urged to check the details on a 

letter they will receive from their district council from the end of July. South Oxfordshire and Vale of White 

Horse District Councils will be sending a ‘Canvass Communication Form’ to all homes which requires the 

occupants to check the details of everyone over the age of 16 living there.  Local authorities need to do this 

each year to ensure the electoral register is up to date. 

Community Lottery raises nearly £25,000 for good causes  
In its first year the White Horse Community lottery has raised £24,868 for good causes across the 

Vale.  The lottery supports a wide range of organisations, voluntary and charitable groups. Many of them 

have different reasons for needing additional funding but all have the same goal at their heart – to support 

their communities and improve the lives of residents and our natural environment across the district.  
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Joint statement from council leaders on the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 

“The five Local Planning authorities in Oxfordshire have been working together on a joint plan for 

Oxfordshire to 2050. It is with regret that we were unable to reach agreement on the approach to planning 

for future housing needs within the framework of the Oxfordshire Plan.  

“Local Plans for the City and Districts will now provide the framework for the long term planning of 

Oxfordshire.  The Oxfordshire Plan 2050 work programme will end and we will now transition to a process 

focused on Local Plans.  The issues of housing needs will now be addressed through individual Local 

Plans for each of the City and Districts.  The Councils will cooperate with each other and with other key 

bodies as they prepare their Local Plans.” 

How good is your council? Districts release annual performance reviews 
The district councils in South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse receive seven per cent of your 

council tax, so it’s important you know how they’re doing and that you’re getting value for money. 
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