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Monday 11th September 2022 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II – Statement of Condolence 
It is with great sadness that we join our residents in this period of national mourning following the 
announcement of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II who passed away on Thursday 8th 
September. Our leaders and chairs of both Vale and South Oxfordshire district councils, councillors, chief 
executive and officers would like to express their sincerest condolences and sympathies to all members of 
The Royal Family and everybody touched by the loss of our Sovereign. 
 
Her Majesty ruled for longer than any other monarch in British history and served as our Head of State with 
great dignity, composure and compassion. Throughout her reign, she was a strong and reassuring 
figurehead for the UK and the Commonwealth during enormous social change and demonstrated 
unwavering support to many through challenging times.  
 
She was truly loved, valued and respected by people across the world and her presence will be greatly 
missed by many in the South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse community.  
 
It is with great pride that we have been able to serve the British public during her reign. 
 
Cllr David Rouane, Leader of South Oxfordshire District Council 
Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of the Vale of White Horse District Council 
Cllr David Turner, Chair of South Oxfordshire District Council 
Cllr Margaret Crick, Chair of the Vale of White Horse District Council 
Mark Stone, Chief Executive of South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse District Councils 
 

Paying Tribute to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
We’ll be joining everyone in this nine-day period of national mourning and will be flying the union flag at our 

offices at half-mast as a mark of respect.  

The council website will be kept updated with details of local events happening during this period of 
national mourning.    
 
You can sign a Book of Condolence at our offices on Milton Park near Didcot between 8.30am and 5pm 
every day, including Saturday and Sunday. The address is 135 Eastern Avenue, Milton Park, OX14 4SB. 
 
We’ve also made space for people to lay flowers at the base of the flagpole. Please remove all packaging, 
wires etc. beforehand so all your floral tributes can be safely composted after the national mourning period. 
 
You can also find out what is happening nationally, details of the mourning period, funeral arrangements 
and sign the National e-book of Condolence at royal.uk. 
 
A representative from our council attended the Oxfordshire Proclamation at Carfax Tower where the High 
Sheriff of Oxfordshire read the Proclamation on behalf of the whole county and all its districts. You can 
read the Proclamation here. 
 
Some town and parish councils in our district have details on where you can sign Books of Condolence and 
lay flowers more locally to you. This page has a full list of towns and parishes with details available - 
including Blewbury, Harwell and Chilton. 
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Monday 19th September – offices closed and waste collections postponed 
To mark the funeral of Queen Elizabeth II, the district council offices will be closed on Monday 19 

September. The council will reopen as normal on Tuesday 20 September. 

Waste collections will not go ahead on the day of the funeral and so collections that week will take place a 

day later than normal. Please see the timetable below.  

Our leisure centres will be closed on the Monday as well. 

Waste collection dates: 

Usual collection day Revised collection day 

Monday 19 September Tuesday 20 September 

Tuesday 20 September Wednesday 21 September 

Wednesday 21 September Thursday 22 September 

Thursday 22 September Friday 23 September 

Friday 24 September Saturday 24 September 

 

Community Support 

The Council Community Support Hub 
The Community Support Hub, originally set up by the council in 2020 in response to the pandemic, is still 
available for anyone in need of help: if you have COVID-19, or if you are struggling financially due to the 
cost-of-living crisis, or if you are just finding life difficult due to the pandemic. Whether it’s practical support 
or just advice, get in touch. Call: 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. 
 

Help with energy bills – new support for those on low income in the Vale of White Horse 
Households on low income in the Vale of White Horse will soon receive a one-off payment to help with the 
rising cost of energy bills. 
Those living in properties which are in council tax bands E to H and who are in receipt of council tax 
support will receive a single one-off payment of up to £172. 
Households in council tax bands A to D in receipt of council tax support, who should have already 
received the mandatory £150 Council Tax Energy Rebate, will receive a single ‘top up’ payment. 
 

Business Support - Covid-19 Additional Relief Fund   
Further funding will soon be available to support some businesses impacted by the pandemic with their 
2021/2022 business rates. For further details, see the Business Support website.  
 

Ukraine 

General Ukraine queries:   

• www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ukraine  
• Oxfordshire Ukraine helpline: +44 1865 966444 / 01865 966 444 (opening hours: 8.45am - 5pm, 

Monday to Friday. Closed weekends and bank holidays).  
• Email: ukraineresponse@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

For housing and community support in South and Vale:  
• www.southoxon.gov.uk/ukraine   
• www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ukraine  
• South and Vale helpline: +44 1235 422600 / 01235 422600 (press option one). Opening hours: 

8.30am-5pm Monday to Thursday, 8.30am-4.30pm Fridays, Closed weekends and bank holidays. 
• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk   
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Local News 

Didcot & Villages Healthcare update 
We (Hayleigh and Sarah) joined patients from the three Didcot GP practices at a public meeting held at the 

Didcot Civic Hall on Monday 12th September. The meeting was organised by the Patient Participation 

Groups of the three medical centres, in order to provide an in-person update on the latest healthcare news 

in Didcot. Below is our summary of the key points. 

Dr Alex Hart, Clinical Director for the Didcot Primary Care Network, gave a comprehensive overview of the 

multiple challenges currently facing the local GP surgeries. This includes funding pressures, a national 

shortage of GPs affecting recruitment, and a combination of new medical conditions, altered thresholds for 

treatment and increasingly complex treatment options.  

Dr Hart explained how the structure of healthcare has changed in recent years. Historically we are all used 

to being able to phone our GP surgery and speak to a receptionist who then makes an appointment for us 

to see either a GP or a nurse. Nowadays the staffing structure at a GP surgery is much more complex and 

includes GPs alongside a set of associated specialists such as physiotherapists; often an appointment with 

the relevant specialist is therefore more appropriate than simply meeting with your GP. 

Dr Rachel Ward from Woodlands Medical Centre introduced Social Prescribing as a new treatment 

method. This takes a holistic view of a patient and their lifestyle and seeks ways to address underlying 

causes of conditions. For example, traditionally a GP would prescribe only medication to a patient with 

diabetes, whereas Social Prescribing considers factors such as stress and poor diet and suggests how 

these can be improved through additional support. Social Prescribing can help alleviate pressure on GP 

surgeries by addressing some of the root causes of the current high demand for services.  

Dr Ward emphasised that Social Prescribing can be easily accessed by anyone who feels they would 

benefit, and patients can be referred in a number of ways: via any member of the Didcot Primary Care 

Network team, or after hospital discharge, or via housing associations or schools. Patients can also self-

refer via the local charities SOFEA and Age UK Oxfordshire, who are working closely with the Didcot 

Primary Care Network – see their websites for more information on Social Prescribing. 

Local COVID and flu vaccination clinics will also include a team of social prescribers present who can 

provide more information and resources, particularly relating to the current cost of living crisis. On the note 

of COVID, an update was provided on an upcoming autumn booster which will be provided by the Didcot 

Primary Care Network to the highest priority patients, including those in care homes or who are unable to 

leave their homes due to illness. The booster will otherwise be available through community pharmacies 

and the Kassam stadium. 

The new GP surgery planned for Great Western Park was also discussed. Dr Alex Hart provided an 

overview of the historical decisions relating to the site and the current complex situation involving the 

Oxfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (now the Berkshire, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire – BOB -

Integrated Care Board), Woodlands Medical Centre, the Vale of White Horse District Council and the 

developer. Please see our (Hayleigh and Sarah’s) report from July 2022 for more details on this. 

The meeting concluded with a discussion and Q&A around the current pressure on the Didcot GP services, 

and the projected increase in demand in coming years as the local population continues to grow. Dr Hart 

stated that the three key ways that patients can assist with lobbying for more support is by writing to the 

BOB Integrated Care Board, Healthwatch and the local MP. Patients are also encouraged to join the 

Patient Participation Group (PPG) for their GP practice, as the PPGs work closely with patients and the 

practices to provide feedback and try and address issues such as access to appointments. More details 

about the PPGs can be found on their websites below: 

https://www.woodlandsmedicalcentre.com/patient-participation-group 

https://www.didcothealthcentre.com/get-involved 

https://www.oaktreehc.co.uk/about-the-patient-group 
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Change of Bin Day for some residents in South and Vale 
Since the waste collection routes were first planned more than ten years ago, there have been many 
changes to the number and distribution of homes across the districts, resulting in uneven rounds. By 
introducing new collection routes, Biffa can make them more efficient meaning they use less fuel. This is 
more cost-effective and better for the environment. The new routes are of a more equal size which is also 
fairer on the collection crews. 
There will be changes to the collection day for up to 20% of households across both South and Vale council 
areas. If you are affected by this change, you should have already had a tag on your bin informing you. 
Details on which day, and when the change happens will be shared in due course. 
 

Residents’ feedback to help finalise new ‘Harwell East’ parish  
A new parish in the Harwell area could improve local representation and feedback from the local 
community will help to help influence the final plans. Everyone living in the Harwell area is currently 
represented by Harwell Parish Council however, with more homes being built and a growing population, 
residents could be better served if the area was divided into two parishes. 
 
Vale of White Horse District Council has agreed that the area to the east of the A34 within Harwell, up to 
the boundary with South Oxfordshire, could become ‘Harwell East’ a new parish which would cover all of 
Valley Park and more than 900 properties in Great Western Park. 
 
Local residents are now being asked to comment on a series of recommendations for the parish, including 
its name, the type of council they wish to have for the area and the number of councillors it should have. 
To find out more and to submit your comments, please visit 
survey.southandvale.gov.uk/s/HarwellEastConsultation.  

The consultation runs until 30 September 2022.  

The Beacon’s autumn season starts soon for all to enjoy 
We have some great shows and events lined up for The Beacon’s autumn season. Tickets are now on sale 
for the Comedy Club 4 Kids, where some of the best stand-ups perform for a young audience. Don’t miss 

on some must-watch movies on the big screen with ‘Elvis’ on Saturday 1 October at 7.30pm.  
 

Climate & Environment News 

Over £91,000 allocated to protect newts and other species 
New freshwater habitats and wetlands will be created in East Hanney, Garford and Grove to help provide 
an ideal environment for wildlife to thrive, including protected species such as Great Crested newts. 
Cabinet members at Vale of White Horse District Council agreed to allocate £91,232 of developer 
contributions; money collected as part of developers’ agreements to build new homes in the area. 
The funds will go to the Freshwater Habitats Trust, an Oxfordshire charity, to create wetland habitats and 
floodplain restoration at Manor Farm, which has sites in Garford and East Hanney, and Wantage Sewage 
Treatment works in Grove. 

Is your community planning a Great Big Green Week event? 

If you are planning events for Great Big Green Week (24 September to 2 October), please register it on the 

Oxfordshire Great Big Green Week website, so your event can be publicised. It would be great to have lots 

more events listed for our area. 

Further information can be found on the national Great Big Green Week website and for suggestions on 

how communities can get involved, please see the downloadable A-Z of Ideas.  
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Council News 

District councils to be temporarily based in Abingdon 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils will soon be moving on from the office building 
that has been our home for the past seven years. 
At the end of September, to significantly reduce unnecessary costs, the councils will be moving to some 
temporary office space in the Vale’s Abbey House building in the centre of Abingdon where they plan to 
stay for a couple of years while South Oxfordshire District Council completes the development of a new 
office building at Didcot Gateway. 
Committee meetings will take place in Abbey House, whilst Vale Full Council meetings will take place the 
Beacon in Wantage, as it can accommodate all the members of the council. As always, the meetings are 
open to the public, should you wish to attend, and you may still join remotely, should that be more 
convenient. 

Comments now open on proposals for better business space at Milton Park 
People are being invited to comment on a planning review that could increase space for more business 
investment and improve the quality and sustainability of buildings at Milton Park. 
The revised plans are part of the council’s review of an existing Local Development Order (LDO), which is a 
way for local planning authorities to create an area that can help encourage businesses to move into or 
grow. They can also support the local economy and speed up the construction of the right type of buildings 
and infrastructure in the right location without the need for planning permission. 

Homes urged to respond to voter registration reminder 
Households across South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White Horse are being urged to respond as soon as 
possible if they receive a reminder to update their voter registration details. 
 
We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.   
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