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Monday 10th October 2022 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Hello from Hayleigh and Sarah 

Hello! We know that the recent energy price increases and rising cost of living are a real concern for many 
people at the moment. The council has put together a Cost of Living Help webpage for more information 
about financial and housing support, and local community food services. You can also contact the council’s 
Community Support Hub for practical support and advice: call 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and 
Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South 
and Vale can provide you with free, confidential advice via 0808 278 7907. Vale Community Impact can 
provide free advice too, call them on 01235 765348. 
 
There are also some excellent local initiatives to help with food and energy costs. Didcot-based charity 

SOFEA runs a community larder service, providing supermarket surplus food for £3.50 per week – more 

information on the SOFEA website. Our county councillor Sally Povolotsky has been working with local 

residents to set up a new community larder in East Hendred every Monday from 4-6pm, a warm space café 

every Monday from 2-6pm and a community kitchen every Tuesday 11.30pm – 12pm. All take place in 

Snells Hall, East Hendred – see Sally’s Facebook posts and the Roots & Shoots Community Hub 

Facebook Page for more information – including for the new Warm Space Steventon in St Michael’s 

Church Hall on Tuesdays from 9am to 1pm.  

We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.   

Community Support 

The Council Community Support Hub 
The Community Support Hub, originally set up by the council in 2020 in response to the pandemic, is still 
available for anyone in need of help: if you have COVID-19, or if you are struggling financially due to the 
cost-of-living crisis, or if you are just finding life difficult due to the pandemic. Whether it’s practical support 
or just advice, get in touch. Call: 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. 
 

Ukraine 

General Ukraine queries:   

• www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ukraine  
• Oxfordshire Ukraine helpline: +44 1865 966444 / 01865 966 444 (opening hours: 8.45am - 5pm, 

Monday to Friday. Closed weekends and bank holidays).  
• Email: ukraineresponse@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

For housing and community support in South and Vale:  
• www.southoxon.gov.uk/ukraine   
• www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ukraine  
• South and Vale helpline: +44 1235 422600 / 01235 422600 (press option one). Opening hours: 

8.30am-5pm Monday to Thursday, 8.30am-4.30pm Fridays, Closed weekends and bank holidays. 
• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk   
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Local News 

Harwell East 
The recent consultation relating to the new ‘Harwell East’ parish - on the name of the new parish and 

council and associated electoral matters – has closed. The Democratic Services team at the Vale of White 

Horse District Council are currently analysing the consultation responses, the outcome of which will be 

considered at a meeting of the Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee in November. 

Climate & Environment News 

Climate Emergency Advisory Committee – 10th October 
Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne chaired the Climate Emergency Advisory Committee (CEAC), in which the cabinet 

member for Climate Emergency, together with the Climate leads working at the Council gave updates. 

The meeting was streamed on youtube. Take a look at South and Vale’s youtube channel if you wish to 

watch it back. 

This meeting was the first time that the Climate Action Plan quarterly review featured. It gave councillors on 

the committee the opportunity to hear about progress made against our action plan. 

The quarterly review is linked from the climate pages on the Vale website. 

Another item on the agenda was decarbonisation of our leisure centres. A large portion of the council’s 

carbon footprint is attributed to the running of leisure centres. The Vale will be applying for funds for 

decarbonising our leisure centres, when the government opens the scheme. This is expected to be 

imminently, though the schemes are of course very competitive. 

As always, if you wish to speak in this meeting, or any other, please email Democratic Services a few days 

in advance of the meeting. The contact is: democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk 

Council News 

Council and committee meetings 
Vale and South District Councils have moved out of their offices on Milton Park, and temporarily into Abbey 

House, Abingdon. 

Committee meetings (such as planning, scrutiny, cabinet, etc) will be held in person at Abbey House and 

streamed online. However, Vale Full Council meetings, due to the number of members and staff present, 

will be held at The Beacon in Wantage, and be open to the public. These will not be streamed online, as 

there is no facility to do so. 

The next full council meeting is on Wednesday 12th October and the agenda is stored on the website. 

New Hackney carriage fare limits agreed for Vale of White Horse 
Hackney carriages operating in the Vale of White Horse will have a new maximum fare they can charge 
passengers. The district council recently carried out a consultation on the maximum fares for journeys 
carried out by Vale of White Horse licensed hackney carriages within the district.  
Councillor Helen Pighills, Cabinet Member for Healthy Communities, said: “This was a tricky balancing act. 
We recognise that licensed hackney carriage operators are facing increased overheads as the cost of living 
crisis continues, we also needed to understand that as a rural community, some rely on taxis for transport. 
Increasing the tariff higher would have an impact on those who rely on the service most, such as those on 
lower income and those with disabilities.” 

Roundtable seeks to shape collective, countywide response to the cost of living crisis 
Support for the most vulnerable and keeping communities strong and resilient was the core focus for 
Oxfordshire leaders as they met on Thursday 6 October for a cost of living online roundtable event. 

Organisations that work closely with residents were among those joining Oxfordshire’s six councils at the 
roundtable, which sought to identify gaps in current support, share information between partners, and build 
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on the collaboration build over recent years, particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic.On top of ongoing 
national-level support, local support will be crucial in helping the most vulnerable in communities. 

Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, said: “From processing council tax energy 
rebates, and advising on where to go for help and funding, to continuing our homeless prevention work, are 
some of the ways we’re supporting people in our district. We’ve requested urgent action from the 
government to relieve this crisis for families and individuals through providing immediate financial support. 

“However, there is much more to do, and we know the power of partnership work which is why we fully 
support this concerted effort across the councils alongside voluntary sector partners to work together on 
additional measures to support people.” 
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