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Monday 7th November 2022 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Hello from Hayleigh and Sarah 

Hello! November has started with some great local events in the community – firstly, the annual fireworks 

display on the Harwell recreation ground on Friday 4th November. Well done and thank you to the Harwell 

Scouts for organising the event, the fireworks were very impressive! On Saturday 5th November we 

attended the first ever Didcot Eco Fair at Cornerstone Arts Centre. Well done to Sustainable Didcot and 

South & Vale Business Support for organising – it was a perfect opportunity to shop local with eco-friendly 

small businesses in the area. Thank you to the local organisations there giving advice and information on 

home insulation, recycling and ways to save on your energy bills.  

We know that the recent energy price increases and rising cost of living continue to be a concern for many 

residents. A reminder that the council has put together a Cost of Living Help webpage for more information 

about financial and housing support, and local community food services. You can also contact the council’s 

Community Support Hub for practical support and advice: call 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and 

Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South 

and Vale can provide you with free, confidential advice via 0808 278 7907. Vale Community Impact can 

provide free advice too, call them on 01235 765348. 

We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.   

Community Support 

The Council Community Support Hub 
The Community Support Hub, originally set up by the council in 2020 in response to the pandemic, is still 
available for anyone in need of help: if you have COVID-19, or if you are struggling financially due to the 
cost-of-living crisis, or if you are just finding life difficult due to the pandemic. Whether it’s practical support 
or just advice, get in touch. Call: 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. 
 

Ukraine 

General Ukraine queries:   

• www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ukraine  
• Oxfordshire Ukraine helpline: +44 1865 966444 / 01865 966 444 (opening hours: 8.45am - 5pm, 

Monday to Friday. Closed weekends and bank holidays).  
• Email: ukraineresponse@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

For housing and community support in South and Vale:  
• www.southoxon.gov.uk/ukraine   
• www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/ukraine  
• South and Vale helpline: +44 1235 422600 / 01235 422600 (press option one). Opening hours: 

8.30am-5pm Monday to Thursday, 8.30am-4.30pm Fridays, Closed weekends and bank holidays. 
• Email: communitysupport@southandvale.gov.uk   
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Checking your benefits entitlement 
From Age UK Oxfordshire - With financial difficulties becoming an issue for more and more people, now is 

a good time to check your benefits entitlement. Government grants for support with fuel bills commonly 

check if you were getting a means-tested benefit, such as Pension Credit, so it’s important to ensure you’re 

not missing out. You can ask a local advice centre to help you, or if you have access to the internet there 

are several well-known benefits check websites that you can use. 

Age UK 

https://benefitscheck.ageuk.org.uk 

Entitled To  

http://www.entitledto.co.uk/benefits-calculator 

Turn2Us 

http://benefits-calculator.turn2us.org.uk 

You can ring the Pension Service who can check your eligibility for Pension Credit over the phone on 0800 

99 1234 (8am to 6pm weekdays). Age UK Oxfordshire Advice Line - 0345 450 1276 

www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire 

Local News 

Didcot & Villages Health Care 
Healthwatch Oxfordshire is hosting an online Open Forum on Tuesday 29th November from 4.30pm to 

5.30pm, and all are welcome to attend to have your say about local health and care services. For details, 

including a Zoom joining link, see here. 

As part of Healthwatch Oxfordshire’s support for Patient Participation Groups they also hold regular 

webinars for PPG members and patients on topics of interest. The next webinar will be held on Friday 25th 

November at 1.30pm and will explore 'Who else can I see in my doctor's surgery other than my GP'. More 

details on this, including a joining link, will be given on the website – click here.  

Talented young people star in A Christmas Carol at Cornerstone 
Young People from Didcot and the surrounding area will play starring roles in an adaptation of A Christmas 

Carol – Charles Dickens’ festive tale of redemption and compassion, taking place at Cornerstone in Didcot. 

To book tickets or find out more visit www.cornerstone-arts.org or call the box office on 01235 515144. 

Climate & Environment News 

Solar farm public consultation 
A developer has launched a public consultation for proposals for a large solar farm in the Vale, West 

Oxfordshire and Cherwell. The developer proposing the Botley West Solar Farm advise that it is large 

enough to be considered a ‘Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project’, which means it will be determined 

by a government appointed Planning Inspector – you can read more about that process here. 

The deadline to submit any comments is the 15 December and there will be public events taking place 

across the area from 19 November – 5 December. There’s more information on the developer’s website 

Funding available for community climate projects – apply now! 
Communities in the Vale have another chance to apply for funding to help grassroots projects aimed at 

tackling climate change. Local groups and town and parish councils can apply for a share of £50,000 from 

the latest round of Vale of White Horse District Council’s Climate Action Fund, with up to £5,000 on offer for 

individual projects.  

The funding is aimed at projects that help to address climate change and increase people’s awareness and 

knowledge of the climate emergency.  Work could focus on areas such as the natural environment, energy, 

waste and consumption, or transport and travel. Applications are open until midday on 25 November 

2022. 
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New LEDs light up leisure centre 
New LED lighting at the White Horse Leisure and Tennis Centre in Abingdon has given the centre a new 

lease of life and is saving energy at the same time. 

Council presents colourful bench to the winner of its litter bug trails competition 
There’s a new ‘seat of learning’ at Wootton St Peters School after the school was presented with a bright 

multi-coloured recycled plastic bench for their playground by Councillor Sally Povolotsky, Vale of White 

Horse District Council Cabinet Member for Climate Emergency and Environment. Report highlights 

council’s work towards tackling the climate emergency 

Report highlights council’s work towards tackling the climate emergency 
Vale of White Horse District Council’s work towards tackling climate change has been highlighted in a new 

quarterly report. As part of its commitment to openness and transparency, the Vale publishes a 

performance report showing the progress of its Climate Action Plan. As part of its commitment to openness 

and transparency, the Vale publishes a performance report showing the progress of its Climate Action Plan.  

The Plan sets out the steps it will take to become a carbon neutral council and how it will support local 

efforts to reduce carbon emissions across the district. You can read the full report on the cabinet meeting 

agenda page. 

Claim a free tree for your garden 

The International Tree Foundation and Oxfordshire Trees Collaborate are working together this autumn to 

offer free tree saplings for people to plant in their garden. 

For more information and to order a free tree please visit the International Tree Foundations website. 

Climate Emergency Advisory Committee – 5th December 
The next climate emergency advisory committee meeting is 5th December. 

The agenda will be published on the website closer to the time. 

As always, if you wish to speak in this meeting, or any other, please email Democratic Services a few days 

in advance of the meeting. The contact is: democratic.services@southandvale.gov.uk 

Council News 

Full Council meeting – 12 October 2022 
Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, delivered her Leader’s statement to 
Council at the meeting on 12 October 2022. 
“At the forefront of my mind at the moment is the worsening Cost of Living Crisis and how we as a council 
can best support local people and businesses from huge energy bills, rising prices and runaway inflation...“ 
Head to press release to read the full statement. 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne proposed a motion pledging support for businesses struggling with rising costs. 
Following the approved motion, Cllr Emily Smith, Leader of Vale of White Horse District Council, will write 
to The Rt Hon Jacob Rees-Mogg MP, Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, to 
ask him to consider lengthening the energy cap period for small businesses and provide more direct 
support for the hospitality industry, particularly pubs and restaurants struggling with rising food and energy 
costs. Read the press release for more information. 

A new approach for community health and wellbeing 
“We want our residents to be active, healthy and happy.” Those were the words of Cllr Helen Pighills, 
Cabinet Member for Healthy Communities at Vale of White Horse District Council about a new Active 
Communities strategy her council has launched in partnership wit South Oxfordshire District Council. 

“Our aim is to give our local residents the ability and tools to make a real and sustainable difference to their 
own activity levels, their physical health and in turn their mental wellbeing,” added Cllr Maggie Filipova-
Rivers, South Oxfordshire’s Cabinet Member for Community Wellbeing. 
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The strategy is a brand new approach to health and wellbeing developed by the two neighbouring councils 
to help their residents come together to take part in sport, health and recreational activities that improve 
their physical and mental wellbeing, while forging stronger social links within their local communities. 

Bin day changes 

Almost every household across Blewbury, Harwell, Chilton and Upton has been affected by the Bin Day 

changes. 

The vast majority of collections have gone ahead without disruption following Biffa’s recent rollout of 

rerouted collection rounds, however there have been a few issues here and there. If you have been 

affected, then you can use the contacts below or contact one of us in the usual way to chase this up. 

• issues connected to the changes to collections should go to the waste team: 
waste.team@southandvale.gov.uk or 01235 422146. 

• missed collections not connected to the changes should be reported by residents in the usual way 
to Biffa by calling 03000 610610. 

Anyone needing to check their waste collection details can visit Binzone – whitehorsedc.gov.uk/binzone or 
southoxon.gov.uk/binzone 
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