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Monday 9th January 2023 

Monthly Parish Update 

Vale of White Horse District Councillors 

Cllr Hayleigh Gascoigne and Cllr Sarah Medley 

Hello from Hayleigh and Sarah 
Hello and Happy New Year! We hope everyone had an enjoyable festive period. There are now several 

community warm spaces available locally, providing a welcome space for all, with free refreshments and 

activities for children. The Didcot Wave and Abingdon White Horse Leisure Centres are offering warm 

spaces open to all, both leisure centre members and non-members alike, from 11.30am to 3pm Monday to 

Friday. These spaces offer a warm welcome, comfortable seating, free tea, coffee & biscuits as well as the 

opportunity to charge your phone, use the free Wi-Fi and have a hot shower. The websites 

https://www.warmwelcome.uk/ and https://warmspaces.org/ have online maps of warm spaces nearby, and 

we are also aware of the following available in the local area: 

• Mondays 
o 10am - 3pm at the Didcot Baptist Church 
o 2pm - 5.30pm at Snell’s Hall in East Hendred (Community Larder at 4pm - 5.30pm) 

• Tuesdays 
o 9am - 2pm at St Michael’s Church Hall in Steventon 
o 11am - 2pm at the Village Hall in Chilton 

• Wednesdays 
o 10am - 3pm at the Didcot Baptist Church 
o 1pm - 5pm at Didcot Community Partnership, 99 Station Road 

• Thursdays 
o 10am - 12pm at the GWP Northern Community Centre 
o 10am - 2pm at the Didcot Baptist Church 
o 1pm - 4pm at The Harwellian Social Club in Harwell 

• Fridays 
o 10am - 12pm at the GWP Southern Community Centre 
o 9am - 4pm at Snell’s Hall in East Hendred 

We use these monthly updates to keep you updated on our activities, general council news and any 

COVID-19 developments. We also post regularly on our councillor Facebook Page: Cllrs Hayleigh 

Gascoigne & Sarah Medley Please do not hesitate to get in touch with any issues or concerns, either via 

Facebook message or email: 

hayleigh.gascoigne@whitehorsedc.gov.uk and sarah.medley@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.   

Community Support 
Cost of Living Support 
If you or someone you know is in need of support over the winter months, a reminder that the council has 

put together a Cost of Living Help webpage for more information about financial and housing support, and 

local community food services. You can also contact the council’s Community Support Hub for practical 

support and advice: call 01235 422 600 (Mon to Thurs 8.30-5pm and Fridays 8.30-4.30pm) or visit 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/communityhub. Citizens Advice Oxfordshire South and Vale can provide you 

with free, confidential advice via 0808 278 7907. Vale Community Impact can provide free advice too, call 

them on 01235 765348 

Household Support Fund 3 opens in January  

The council is opening a third round of the Household Support Fund in January to support households who 

can’t afford essentials over the winter months. Support will be tailored to individual needs but will focus on 

food and fuel vouchers. Details of eligibility will be published on our website, or you can email our 

Community Hub or call them on 01235 422600. 
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Homes for Ukraine: discretionary £500 payment for hosts 
A one-off emergency discretionary support payment of £500 will be offered to hosts under the Homes for 

Ukraine scheme where we identify a significant and urgent need. The payments will be made directly to 

guests through our Community Hub in the form of a cash or retail voucher depending on their needs and 

circumstances. This is not an automatic additional payment to all guests, and it won’t be made where other 

schemes/funds are available to assist the guest e.g. housing deposits. If you come across anyone who 

needs help, please direct them to email our Community Hub or call them on 01235 422600. 

Local News 
Valley Park Update 
Hayleigh and Sarah: this section of our report provides an overview of the current live planning applications 

for Valley Park. There are often are several live applications relating to the development, however those 

labelled ‘RM’ i.e. ‘Reserved Matters’ are typically the most noteworthy as they request planning permission 

for specific parcels of housing on the development. Residents can provide comments on these applications. 

Applications labelled as ‘DIS’ i.e. ‘Discharge’ relate to specific conditions from the outline planning 

permission and are not usually open for public consultation. The current live planning applications for Valley 

Park are listed below along with an update on the status of each provided by the Vale planning officers: 

P22/V2744/RM – 246 dwellings  

This is a revised scheme for Taylor Wimpey’s first phase of housing in the north west of the site. The 

consultation period closed on 21 December 2022 and officers are now considering the comments received 

and considering the details of the application. Taylor Wimpey has submitted a plan and documents relating 

to solar panels and sustainable construction. The details will be added to the planning portal and will be 

sent to the Harwell Parish Council for information as one of their comments relates to these matters. 

P22/V2381/DIS – Watercourse crossings 

Refused. The proposed box culverts are considered to unacceptably harm watercourse habitats. 

P22/V2338/DIS – Housing delivery document (HDD) 

The applicants have been asked to revise the document to ensure consistency within it, reconsider density 

of housing in some parcels of the site and clarify the status of a parcel of land and whether it is to include 

housing or not. A revised HDD was received last week and needs to be reviewed by officers. 

P22/V2407/DIS – Phasing plan 

The applicants have been asked to provide the chronological order of development and to correct errors in 

the document. A revised phasing plan was received last week and needs to be reviewed by officers. 

P22/V2624/DIS – Surface and foul water drainage 

We have requested cross sections for the proposed swales and attenuation basins and asked the applicant 

to address the Vale drainage engineer comments together with demonstrating that the drainage scheme 

can be accommodated with other proposed infrastructure e.g. footways and cycle ways and meet the 

Strategic Design Code expectations.  

P22/V2798/DIS – Framework Plan 

This application relates to condition 10 of the outline permission which requires a Framework Plan to be 

approved. The Framework Plan relates to the north western ‘corner’ of the Valley Park site. Officers still 

need to consider this application. 

Western Valley Parish Update 
Hayleigh and Sarah: in our last report of 2022 we highlighted that the new parish on land previously within 

Harwell parish east of the A34 will be called Western Valley Parish – see the news article on the Vale 

website. The decision to create a new parish was made in 2014, but the new name and other matters 

relating to the creation of the parish were decided at a meeting of the Vale of White Horse District Council 

Community Governance and Electoral Issues Committee in December 2022 (the item on the new parish 
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starts at 7 minutes 5 seconds into the video). The committee meeting followed a public consultation which 

took place earlier this year.  

The final name of ‘Western Valley’, originally suggested by Harwell Parish Council at their meeting in 

August 2022, was agreed by the committee as a suitable name which references the ‘Western’ of Great 

Western Park and the ‘Valley’ of Valley Park, whilst giving the area its own identity separate from both 

Harwell and Didcot. It is important to note that the new parish council will be able to request further name 

changes in four years’ time, when the next Community Governance Review takes place.  

The new Western Valley Parish and its associated Parish Council will come into existence just after the 

local elections in May 2023, when the eight new parish councillors will be elected. Until then, the district 

council’s Democratic Services team will be undertaking the initial work to establish the new council. We will 

provide further updates on this as we have them, but the main thing to note for now is that if you would like 

to get more involved in the community and have your say on local issues such as healthcare availability 

and Valley Park, then we encourage you to consider joining the new Western Valley Parish Council in May. 

Boundary Review Request on Great Western Park 
Hayleigh and Sarah: Locally, the boundary between South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse district 

councils is located on Great Western Park, meaning that only some of the Great Western Park (GWP) 

development is in the Vale of White Horse (in our ward of Blewbury & Harwell), and the rest of GWP is in 

the South Oxfordshire. As your local councillors we are very aware of the confusion and practical issues 

this can cause for residents, particularly when there is such a strong community identity across the whole 

Great Western Park development.  

The district councils do not have the ability to move this boundary, as this can only be done by the national 

Boundary Commission following a request for a review. In November 2022, the Chief Executive Officer of 

South Oxfordshire district council wrote to the leader of the Vale of the White Horse District Council, 

requesting whether such a boundary review could be considered – read the letter here. Cllr Emily Smith, 

who was the council leader at the time, responded in December 2022 – view her response here. 

Didcot Growth Acceleration adopted  
The Didcot Growth Accelerator Enterprise Zone Memorandum of Understanding has been adopted by the Vale 

of White Horse district council cabinet. The Vale has entered into a new memorandum of understanding 

with Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership, South Oxfordshire District Council and Oxfordshire County 

Council to provide governance for ongoing objectives and priorities for the Enterprise Zone, which covers 

five sites in Didcot, Milton Park and the Milton Park Interchange. You can find out more about all our 

Enterprise Zones on our Science Vale website. 

 

Climate & Environment News 
Climate Emergency Advisory Committee 
The next Climate Emergency Advisory Committee meeting is on 23rd January. As with any council meeting 
(unless confidential), you are welcome to speak. Please just email democratic services in advance of the 
meeting, ideally a few days before, with what topic you would like to raise. The agenda will be published on 
the website ahead of the meeting. 

Tree-cycling 

Customers of our garden waste service can put out their Christmas trees for collection with their brown 

bins. All residents can drop off real Christmas trees at the Harwell recreation ground car park – last date to 

leave trees is 19 January.  

After Christmas 2021, the council collected 2,114 Christmas trees from their Christmas tree collection 

points, approximately 48 tonnes (based on an average weight for a 6ft tree). These trees were sent to be 

composted and saved 0.59 tonnes of carbon from being emitted into the atmosphere through incineration.  
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Council News 

Waste collection 
Although the Christmas period is over, your waste collection may still be affected by the bank holidays. See 
below for the collection changes. 

 

Council will tackle food poverty and promote sustainable local production 
Taking action on food poverty and making good food available for all will be at the heart of work by Vale of 
the White Horse District Council to help realise the vision of Oxfordshire’s Food Strategy. The council will 
work with community, voluntary sector and business partners to develop a detailed local food action plan 
for the district to help achieve the objectives of the food strategy. The plan’s aims will include reducing food 
poverty in communities following the impact of Covid-19 and the cost-of-living crisis, promoting local and 
sustainable food and decreasing food waste. Supporting the county-wide strategy with a local plan of action 
for the Vale aligns with the council’s corporate priorities on building healthy communities and tackling the 
climate emergency and its motions on sustainable food and farming and the cost of living. 

Time to plan the right future for our districts 
South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils have agreed a revised timetable for the 
creation of their Joint Local Plan. The plan’s timescale had previously been scheduled around the creation 
of the Oxfordshire Plan 2050 – a county-wide plan being produced by all of Oxfordshire’s planning 
authorities, which would have set housing numbers and decided the broad locations for larger-scale 
developments. The five Oxfordshire councils were unable to reach agreement on the approach to planning 
for future housing needs and so they all mutually agreed that it was best to end work on the county-wide 
plan. While continuing to cooperate, the councils will tackle all these issues locally through their own Local 
Plans. The Cabinets at South and Vale have therefore both agreed to adjust the timetable for their Joint 
Local Plan work, to allow time to carry out local versions of the work that would have been carried out as 
part of the Oxfordshire Plan 2050. The new timetable for the Joint Local Plan allows South and Vale to 
assess the need for housing at a local level. It also allows both councils to shape and develop even 
stronger policies on climate and ecological action that could lead the way nationally.  

Vale Cabinet approves changes to car park permits  
Car parking permit fees in the Vale of White Horse District are likely to increase slightly, following a 
decision at a recent Cabinet meeting to raise permit costs by ten per cent, in line with inflation levels. From 
April 2023, monthly permits to district council car parks will increase by £7 on average, with annual permits 
increasing £81 on average, to help support the delivery and maintenance of the car parks. As a largely rural 
district, the Cabinet acknowledged the importance of car parks in allowing residents to access their town 
centres and support the local business community, which is more important now than ever in wake of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and rising costs of living. To help ease the pressure on residents and local 
businesses, hourly parking charges remain the same and one-hour free parking will still apply in Abingdon, 
Faringdon and Wantage car parks, with two hours free in Faringdon’s Southampton Street car park. 

Normal collection day Revised collection day 

Monday 2 January 2023 Wednesday 4 January 2023 

Tuesday 3 January 2023 Thursday 5 January 2023 

Wednesday 4 January 2023 Friday 6 January 2023 

Thursday 5 January 2023 Saturday 7 January 2023 

Friday 6 January 2023 Monday 9 January 2023 

Monday 9 January 2023 Tuesday 10 January 2023 

Tuesday 10 January 2023 Wednesday 11 January 2023 

Wednesday 11 January 2023 Thursday 12 January 2023 

Thursday 12 January 2023 Friday 13 January 2023 

Friday 13 January 2023 Saturday 14 January 2023 
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