
Chilton Village Neighbourhood Development Plan 

Steering Group Meeting 

31 October 2018 

Chilton Village Hall 

Attendees: 

Chris Broad (Chair) Stephen Druce (CVNDP Coordinator) 

Pam Rolls Bob Girling 

Janet Cockburn Jane Woods 

Richard Benton Hazel Benton 

Steve Hughes Ros Page (Secretary) 

1. Apologies  

Janet Williams  Kevin Williams  Keith Woods  Chris Pickford 

Sam Townley  Ben Davis 

2. Introductory remarks 

Stephen Druce thanked all Steering Group members involved with the recent village survey and 

community engagement events.  An encouraging total of 203 responses had been received: 70 hard 

copies, and 133 responses via SurveyMonkey.   

3. Feedback from meeting with VWH (3/10/2018) 

Stephen Druce advised that the meeting had been productive, with VWH representatives keen to 

lend their support to help ensure that the Development Plan, once drafted, would withstand the 

scrutiny of the examiners. 

The discussion had led to a better understanding of how a development boundary might best be 

defined. Points raised for further consideration by the Steering Group were 

• Whether the playing field in the older part of the village should fall outside a development 

boundary and instead be subject to the protection afforded to Green Spaces; 

• Whether the open space on the Chilton Fields site should fall outside a development 

boundary and instead be subject to the protection afforded to Green Spaces;  

• Whether the garden centre and Horticultural Trades House, as employment sites, should be 

included within a development boundary. 

Chris Broad also pointed out that the existing two cottages adjacent to The Lane and Place farm 

were residential and ought to have been included within the development boundary. 

The Steering Group agreed that the above modifications should be made to the development 

boundary. 

Support will be required to revise the relevant village map. 

4. Neighbourhood Plan Survey – initial analysis 

Stephen Druce shared some initial observations from the survey. Themes emerging include: the high 

value placed on green spaces and strong feeling that the AONB status of the area should be fully 

respected; strong support for a village shop, and for a regular bus to Newbury; local footpaths are 



very well used and highly valued; there is a good degree of satisfaction with with village facilities but 

play areas need to be developed, and outdoor gym equipment would be welcomed. 

An anomaly at Question BQ2 had been identified, whereby a potential answer available in the 

printed version was different to the online version. Ros Page will examine the printed responses 

further to help ensure that all conclusions drawn are supported by the evidence. 

It was agreed that a summary of the initial analysis should be published, and further comments and 

feedback from Chilton residents invited. To this end, Steering Group members will review Stephen 

Druce’s initial analysis in detail and come back with any further observations of their own by 14 

November. A final version will then be placed on the Parish Council website and circulated with the 

Chilton Chronicle. 

5. Green Spaces 

Chris Broad talked through his paper which proposes a green infrastructure audit of the area be 

undertaken against criteria defined in Para 77 of the National Planning Policy Framework (2018) The 

proposal was agreed, and Chris Broad will now develop a checklist against which an audit can be 

conducted. 

6. Traffic noise 

Stephen Druce led a discussion based on Chris Pickford’s paper, Traffic Noise Levels in Chilton. It was 

agreed that the paper was informative and helpful, and that there is merit in addressing traffic noise 

within the development plan. 

7. Communication 

Addressed at item 4. 

8. Next Meeting and Agenda Items 

The next meeting will be in the Village Hall on 12 December 2018 at 8pm. 

Agenda. Steering Group members will review the document, Chilton Neighbourhood Development 

Plan: Outline for Plan, before the meeting with the view to agreeing who will draft specific sections. 

Ros Page 

2 November 2018 

 

Actions 

Action owner Action 

All To review Stephen Druce’s survey analysis and come back with any 
further observations, by 14 November. 

Ros Page To examine the printed responses to Question BQ2 and provide 
feedback to Stephen Druce, by 14 November. 

Chris Broad To develop a checklist against which a green infrastructure audit 
can be conducted, by 12 December. 

All To review the Outline Plan by 12 December, with the view to 
agreeing who will draft specific sections at the next meeting. 

 


