
Chairman’s Annual Report for 2013/2014 

to the Forest Hill with Shotover Parishioners 

 

Before I start I would like to wish everybody a happy St Georges day. 

As with last year I would like to express my thanks, along with my fellow councilors, to all those 

involved in running community events and clubs based in the Parish.  

It is testament to their hard work that, despite many modern day pressures, these events/clubs 

still continue to thrive. 

I would also like to thank the village hall committee who, on behalf of the Parish Council, 

ensure that this valuable asset is maintained and available for use. The recent re-decoration has 

given the hall a new fresh look. 

The heart of any parish is its community and without the support of those that I have 

mentioned this parish would not be the warm and welcoming place that it is. 

This year is election year and as with past elections the number of candidates standing for seats 

has not exceeded the number of seats available, therefore there will be no election for the 

Parish Council.  

As the first line of local government, we as a councilors have a responsibility to ensure that we 

provide the community with the best possible service we can, and that we are the voice of the 

local community when needed. 

We therefore continue to liaise with district, county council, highways and the police on a 

regular basis on matters such as planning, potholes, anti-social behavior (thankfully not often) 

and other matters that concern this parish. 

Achievements 

Last year I reported the completion of the children’s play area and I therefore wanted to reflect 

one year on and say what a pleasure it has been to see so many children and indeed adults 

using the facilities. It is such a pleasure to see families using the space and enjoying it. 

We have this year provided two more picnic tables for the use of everybody due to the last set 

being vandalized, it is however with some sadness and a little anger that I have to report that 

one of the tables has already been stolen. 

 

 



Community Changing 

All good things come to those who wait! The Sport England funded community changing rooms 

are nearly here and I would like to thank the Clerk for all the hard work she has put into pulling 

the project together at the final stages. We should see the new unit Mid June. 

Broadband 

We have seen the village go from one of the worst broadband villages to now one of the best, 

with both the options for Fibre To The Cabinet (FTTC) and Fibre To The Premises (FTTP) being 

installed by BT and Gigaclear respectively. 

Again another thanks to Andrew Brown of Main Street for the work he did to bring Gigaclear to 

the village. 

Planning 

The Parish Council listens to and puts forward the opinions and comments of local residents on 

a wide variety of matters. Planning Applications sent for consideration are discussed by the 

Parish Council. The Council monitors all planning applications and comments where 

appropriate.  It should be noted that the Council does not make any planning decisions. It is a 

statutory consultee to the Planning Authorities, who must take the Parish Council’s view into 

account (but not necessarily accept it) when making their planning decisions. 

With Barton Park almost ready to start, the proposed development at Bayswater Farm and now 

the potential of a large development at Bayswater/Wicks Farm we continue to monitor the 

increasing threat to our green belt.  

We do, however, understand that houses need to be built and to that end continue to explore 

the possibilities of affordable housing within the village. 

As with every year I must thank Malcolm Leeding for all the hard work and personal free time 

he dedicates to planning matters. 

Grants 

The Parish Council occasionally receives requests from charities and other organizations for 

grants or donations. We have this year contributed where appropriate to local groups. 

This year we will continue to accept such applications which we consider will bring direct 

benefit to the area, or any part of it or all or some of its inhabitants. 

This year we also received a grant from Anne Purse for £581.22 towards to new fencing and the 

entrance to the recreation ground 

 



 

 

Financial Report  

This Council has maintained the constant restraints required regarding its financial 

commitments and remains in a sound position holding surplus reserves should the need arise.  

This year the council has voted to increase the precept that each house pays to ensure we can 

deliver the current level of service that is expected and potentially fill the gaps left by reduced 

central government funding. Also, the recreation ground lease has gone from £50pa to £350pa 

and we have also started to discuss to lease on the Village Hall that is also currently £50 but is 

expected to rise by some means. 

Thanks 

I know that Greta Shepherd will not be serving on the council for the next 4-year term and I 

would therefore like to take this chance to thank her for all her work.  

Conclusion  

I would like to thank those councilors who have worked hard for our parish as we’ve come to 

the end of another year. We have successfully completed and discharged all our duties while 

remaining financially sound 

My fellow councilors dedicate their own time to ensuring this parish runs smoothly and without 

this dedication the council could not continue, and I therefore personally thank them all.  

 


