
 

 

FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A Meeting of the Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council was held in the Village 
Hall on Thursday 5th March2015 at 7pm.     
  Present: Mr M Leeding in the chair   
    Miss G Blomley 
    Mr C Goffey 
    Ms G Shepherd 
    Mr A R Tolley 
    Ms L Wiggins 
    Mrs C Massey (Clerk and RFO) 
     
142. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Mr A Waite Brown, Mrs Anne Purse  
  
143.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Village Hall, Mr M Leeding; 144b) Mr C 
 Goffey and Ms G Shepherd; 148c) Ms L Wiggins 
 
144. PUBLIC FORUM 
 a) The Sports and Social Club, Church and Village Hall committee are 

trying to bring back the Forest Hill Village Feast.  They are looking at 
options to hold a lunch or a fete in July on the recreation ground.  
Representatives from the groups are meeting next week to discuss and 
then an open meeting will be held to get support. 

 b) The footpath from the village hall to the recreation ground is getting 
churned up by horses and there was a query as to whether horses are 
allowed to use footpaths.  Horses are allowed to use these with the 
landowners permission 

 
145. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD ON 22nd 
 JANUARY 2015 - The minutes had been circulated and were taken  as 
 read and signed as a correct record 
 
146. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
 129) ii) bus stop lighting - OCC have said they don't have the funds to fit 
 new lighting.  As there isn't an electricity supply there the only option 
 would be a solar light at a cost of about £10,000.  The parish council also 
 wouldn't be able to support this. 
 ACTION - Clerk to respond to resident who raised the concern 
 141 e) call with Drewetts re transporters.  The clerk had spoken to 
 Drewetts who confirmed that all transporters should be able to reverse 
 into their garage rather than parking on Old Road.  They confirmed they 
 would ask all drivers to do this. 
 ACTION - Clerk to raise with Anne Purse as it is blocking emergency 
 access 
  
147.  VILLAGE HALL 
 The recent village hall breakfast was a success and was attended by 
 approximately 60 people.  The hall has been repainted inside and future 
 options include providing wifi. 
   



 

 

148. RECREATION GROUND 
 a) Update on building on recreation ground - The recreation ground was 
 cleared up by a party of volunteers on February 28th to cut back hedges 
 and undergrowth ready for the building.  Thanks to all those who 
 attended. 
 b) Child protection policy.  A policy template from OALC was provided, 
 this will be reviewed and discussed at a future meeting. 
 c) Update on fencing quotes for road side of play area. 2 quotes had 
 been received from 6 companies approached.  It was agreed to go with 
 the lowest quote.  Ms L Wiggins did not take part in the vote due to a 
 conflict of interest. 
 d) Play area inspection report - a number of low to medium risk issues 
 were reported, it was agreed to speak to Kompan about  some of the 
 issues with their equipment.  All agreed that the renewal offer was no 
 advantage as it didn't lock in the price. 
 ACTION - Clerk to speak to Kompan 
   
149. PLANNING REPORT 
 a) PENDING -  
 i) P14/S3773/FUL Elderwick The Ridings near Headington OX3 8TB 
 Proposed extensions and conversion of existing building to create a self-
 contained dwelling.  Removal of Condition 4 of P14/S1985/FUL. 
 ii) P14/S3455/FUL Shotover House Shotover Estate Wheatley OX33 
 1QS The change of use of redundant rooms at the Home Farm to 
 workshop use including the widening of one door opening and installation 
 of a pair of double doors 
 
 b) GRANTED 
 i) P14/S3751/HH Windy Ridge Stanton Road Forest Hill OX33 1DT 
 Extension at first floor level at the side, single storey extensions to the 
 front and rear 
 ii) P14/S3802/HH 35 Mickle Way Forest Hill OX33 1DU Proposed two 
 storey front extension along with proposed two storey (and part single 
 storey) extension to rear  
   
 c) Local Plan 2031 refined options consultation response.  It was agreed 
 to just reiterate our views from the July consultation. 
 d) Letters from joint planning discussions with Beckley and Stanton St 
 John - All agreed these could be sent. 
    
150. FINANCIAL ISSUES 
 BALANCES at bank  
  Current A/C as at Feb 27th   £  17,076.22 
  Deposit A/C as at Feb 27th   £  2,243.09 
 a)Accounts for payment -  
 Clerks pay and expenses     £403.37 
 Oxfordshire Drain Services     £96.00 
 Dog Bin       £172.80 
 Picnic Benches for play area    £268.68 
 Play area inspection      £75 



 

 

 OALC annual subscription     £152.60 
  
 Requests for funding / donations - None 
    
 b) Receipts  - 
 Lottery grant for rec ground building   £11,879.00  
          
 c) Next year's grass cutting  - 3 quotes were presented to the council, 2 
 included cutting the recreation ground.  It was decided to accept the 
 cheapest quote for the village grass cutting.  There had been a 
 conversation with the football club as to whether they may be interested 
 in taking over the recreation ground grass cutting and this is being 
 explored.  The decision on who cuts this will therefore be deferred until 
 the next meeting. 
 ACTION - Clerk to write to all those who quoted. 
 d) Grant applications - one application was received from the Forest Hill 
 Cidre Group.  This was discussed and felt it was quite expensive for a 
 once a year event.  This was therefore declined. 
 ACTION - Clerk to let applicant know 
    
151. ALLOTMENTS, MAIN STREET - Nothing  
 
152. POLICE MATTERS -  
 There has been a spate of burglaries from outbuildings, 6 have 
 happened in Stanton St John 
 
153. NALC / OALC MATTERS 
 It was reported that the government is not proposing to put a cap on 
 precept increases as yet. 
  
154. BURIAL GROUND  
 Ron Preston requested authorisation to cut the cemetery hedge.  It was 
 agreed unanimously. 
 
155.  ARCHIVING 
 All archives have been delivered to the clerk who is sorting through.  It 
 was agreed that guidance from the NALC legal topic notes will be 
 followed with what to retain and everything else can be destroyed. 
  
156. BUS SERVICE / TRANSPORT ISSUES 
 There are heavy delays due to the works in London Road and the driver 
 is finding ways to avoid these. 
 
157. PARISH RISK ASSESSMENT 
 There were concerns that Church Hill and Main Street are in very poor 
 condition, bad potholes, the white lines have disappeared and the speed 
 humps are disintegrating. 
 ACTION - Clerk to report again 
    
158.  INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE 



 

 

 a) Neighbourhood planning conference postponed until Sept, Mr Leeding 
 may attend 
 b) Neighbourhood policing update - circulated on email 
 c) Wheatley Newsletter Feb-Mar 
 d) Thank you from Crisis for donation 
 e) OALC January  and February Members Updates - circulated on email 
 f) Clerks and Councils Direct Mar 2015 
 g) Community Infrastructure Draft Levy Consultation 
 h) The upcoming elections were discussed and it was flagged to find a 
 proposer and seconder for anyone who wishes to stand. 
 i) Thanks to Mr Leeding for cutting back the vegetation between Minchin 
 Court entrance and the old bus depot. 
 j) Dogs have been reported in the road near Powell Close, they are 
 causing a traffic hazard. 
 k) The kissing gate from the top of Mickle Way out to the field is thick 
 with slippery mud. 
 ACTION - Clerk to get quotes from landscapers to bash in limestone with 
 gravel on top. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Thursday 23rd April 2015 - Annual Parish Meeting  
 


