
 

 

FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The Annual Parish Meeting of the Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council was 
held in the Village Hall on Thursday 23rd April 2015 at 7pm followed by a Parish 
Council Meeting.     
  Present: Mr A Waite Brown in the Chair  
    Mr M Leeding,   
    Mr C Goffey 
    Ms G Shepherd 
    Mr A R Tolley 
    Ms L Wiggins 
    Mrs C Massey (Clerk and RFO) 
    Anne Purse (District and County Councillor for part) 
   
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 Miss G Blomley,  
  

2.  REPORTS FROM GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS FROM THE 
 VILLAGE INCLUDING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 All full reports are available from the clerk. 
 Chair of Parish Council - Appended 
 Gardening Club - The annual plant sale was a successful event run by 
 volunteers which attracted new members and valuable funds.  They now 
 have 30 members enjoying discounts in local nurseries and gardens.  
 Their programme included a talk by the manager of Waterperry Gardens 
 on their herbaceous border, an introduction to the Dig n Grow project in 
 Witney, a talk on weather and gardeners and how to design a garden.  
 The Christmas quiz was lively and well attended.  The club are happy 
 that the silver birches at the A40 at the bottom of Church Hill survived the 
 drought conditions and are planning troughs at the entrance to the village  
 on the Stanton Road.  They were disappointed not to get permission 
 from the landowner to plant a community orchard behind the village hall. 
 Police - The report of the 19 crimes reported in the parish was given. 
 St Nicolas Church - The Reverend Andrew Prichard-Keens has been in 
 the parish for 2 and a half years, The Reverend Hugh Lee takes Services 
 on occasions and Licensed Lay Minister Nicholas Orme continues to 
 officiate at Family Services.  Mary Rose Seldon, the organist for the past 
 30 years, has been unable to play the organ at Services since 
 November, she is missed enormously and wished a speedy recovery, 
 thanks go to those who have helped, especially Peter Stutfield.  
 Fund raising events have included a Summer Fete at Ardun, Plant Stall 
 at Lyttleton, Stride/Bike Ride, Book Sale, Christmas Bazaar – joint 
 venture with Forest Hill Sports and Social Club, Pancakes and races and 
 Daffodil Day.  The Friends of St. Nicolas Church held a concert in June, 
 organized by Julia Stutfield, and in October, Nicholas Orme gave a talk 
 on 1,000 years of the English Parish Church. 
 This year they were able to pay £10,246 towards the Parish Share, which 
 was £12,246, a deficit of £2,000. 
 A long list of repairs and upkeep has taken place, new Pew cushions are 
 now in place, thanks to an anonymous donation towards some of the 



 

 

 cost. All but one of the aisle carpets have been removed exposing the 
 Victorian tiles.  The pink Chancel carpet remains in situ.  Two new, 
 breathable door mats have been purchased.  Whites of Appleton have 
 removed the three bell ropes and replaced them with partly steel wire 
 and partly synthetic fibres to minimize rain seepage and prevent rotting. 
 The 5 year Quinquennial inspection was carried out in June.   The report 
 highlighted several immediate problems.  Wet rot in the roof timbers and 
 condensation in the New Vestry to name a few.  Wet rot experts were 
 called in, but could not commence inspection until a bat survey was 
 carried out which stated that timber inspection could be carried out in 
 April or September/October.   The dampness in the New Vestry, 
 architects are exploring ways to introduce ventilation to this area, in the 
 mean- time they are leaving the Vestry door open at night, and this is 
 resolving the problem to some extent.  Work has been carried out by 
 Oxford Lime and Mortar, repairing inside walls in 3 places.  The South 
 door, which is the main entrance to the Church, dropped the  top hinge, 
 lowering the door  and making it impossible to open.   During repair work, 
 entry to the Church was through the fire exit door by the Vestry.   Work 
 was very kindly supervised by Mr. and Mrs. Glen.   The door opens well, 
 and they are very grateful. High winds have loosened the mortar around 
 the West window, and they are awaiting repair, temporary measures are 
 in place.  The list of repairs to the building is long and due to lack of 
 finance, work has to be prioritized according to urgency. 
 The Church building is now accessible throughout the year, during 
 daylight hours, an advantage from previous years when it was only open 
 from April to October.     
 Community Lunch - Cooking usually is for between 35 and 40 people at 
 a charge of £5 for 2 courses and tea or coffee.  This means it is self 
 sufficient thanks mainly to the 8 volunteers each time.  Contributions 
 from the pantomime and raffle meant 2 free meals were given in January 
 and February which was greatly appreciated.  Thanks were given to the 
 Parish Council and the Village Hall committee for their support. 
 FHSSC - 3 fundraising events were held, A Book and Bun sale in April, A 
 Dog Show in July  including a barbecue, tea / cake stall, bar and other 
 stalls and a Christmas Fair in November jointly with the church. The 
 FHSSC has continued to provide the football and cricket teams with 
 funding for sundries such as match balls for the football team and ground 
 hire for the cricket team's home games.  It also funded the popular 
 Ultimate Frisbee sessions, which took place most Thursdays on the rec 
 during the summer of 2014. 
 Forest Hill Football Club once again last season were promoted up to 
 division 1 of the Upper Thames Valley league . They had a bad start with 
 players getting injuries, then started playing better as players 
 returned, they have had bad luck with other teams playing non registered 
 players and both times being reported, they never got the points back. 
 They had a good run in the Headley Toms cup playing 8 games, getting 
 through to the semi finals only to be beaten 2-1 at home. They finished at 
 the lower end of the table 7th, but they expected this as they thought 
 they were not ready to go up. Roll on next season as they will hopefully 
 have new changing rooms and will not be tired after the long trek from 



 

 

 the village hall . 
 Forest Hill Junior Football is going well, attendees enjoy the weekly 
 Saturday sessions.  Attendance is around 10-15 kids each week.  
 Forest Hill Cricket Club played 7 matches over the summer, and held 
 regular net sessions each Monday evening in the Rec. 
 The headline figures were: 

 7 matches, 4 at Stanton and 3 away 

 Won 5 and lost 2 narrowly 

 2 matches called off due to opposition not being able to fulfil the fixture 

 FHCC scored over 100 runs in all matches, except on one occasion 
when they had to chase a lower score 

 Our best all round bowling/fielding performances 

 Club top batting score was beaten 3 times in the season 

 In each game they had a minimum of 9 players out of 11 from the village 

 Complemented by opposition on more than one occasion for the spirit of 
the team 

 The focus of the club remains to encourage people from the parish to 
 participate in cricket, to play in a friendly environment, with a spirit of fun, 
 but to go out and try and win each game they play. 
 Ultimate Frisbee - This was a new venture introduced by the FHSSC in 
 2014 and run by Nik Haynes.  There were several sessions held on early 
 Thursday evenings on the rec and a showcase session at the dog show, 
 where members of the crowd were invited to participate.   Ultimate 
 Frisbee is taking a sabbatical this year but will be back next year. 
 Allotments - All plots are rented except one half plot.  The fence is still 
 an issue. 
 Village Hall - The last audited figures for the Village Hall (May 2014) 
 indicated an income of around £3,200 balanced by outgoings of some 
 £600.  Fortunately the Parish Council covers the rental to Lincoln College 
 so the Hall is in a healthy financial position. In reality thanks to accrued 
 income and significant grants £9,240 was spent on building works to 
 repair and update the building, the most notable being the new ceiling. 
 This has cut the heating costs significantly. Thanks go to Andrew Waite-
 Brown who as chairman carried through many of these improvements. 
 They have raised £3,300 in grants plus a little fund-raising activity with 
 the Village Breakfast. With this bonus they have spent about £2,800 
 decorating inside and out, and repairing brickwork, plus will be spending 
 £3,000 on new chairs. This still leaves them with healthy reserves for the 
 future. 
 A number of maintenance issues needed attention and have been 
 addressed including repointing exterior walls, interior redecoration, 
 kitchen repairs and tiling, exterior redecoration, repairs to the toilets, 
 repair to exterior light, new blinds and new chairs. 
 Regular bookings for the hall include 2 keep fit classes, the baby and 
 toddler group, the football club, the gardening club and the community 
 lunch.  The Sports and Social Club and the church also frequently use 
 the hall.  The number of local people using the hall for various social 
 events is gradually increasing, as is the number of people wanting to 
 book the hall from further afield who often find out about the hall from the 
 internet.  Although prices have remained the same, the income from 



 

 

 bookings in 2015 is already up by about 40% compared to this time last 
 year. 

 In February the committee arranged and hosted a village breakfast which 
 was well attended by villagers.  The main aim of the breakfast was to 
 invite potential users of the hall to view the newly decorated venue, in the 
 hope that more bookings would be made in the future, as well as 
 providing a social gathering for villagers/neighbours to meet. 

 Baby and Pre-schoolers Group - This group continues to have 3-4 
 families attending each Friday.  They have changed the time to 3:30 to 
 try to attract more pre-schoolers.  There is enough money to continue 
 renting the hall for 12 weeks.  
 County Council - Anne Purse reported an update on the recent serious 
 case review following the Bullfinch operation.  The County Council 
 planned to make the chief executive redundant to save money but the 
 proper procedure was not followed and this has now been rescinded and 
 other ways to make savings implemented.  The Council will have lost a 
 third of its budget over the last few and next few years.  Some grants 
 were able to be given to Forest Hill with Shotover to support 
 parishioners. 
 South Oxfordshire District Council - A major activity this year had 
 been planning and where to allocate new housing.  There is concern 
 about development in the Green Belt near Wick Farm and the effect this 
 would have on Sidlings Copse.  The large fire at the council buildings is 
 still having an effect making it harder to contact some council officers. 
 

This was followed by a Parish Council Meeting 
 
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Mr M Leeding - Village Hall and 
 Gardening Club 
 
4. PUBLIC FORUM 
 It was reported that the planters at the entrance to Mickle Way are 

causing an obstruction for drivers seeing people crossing the top of 
Mickle Way.  The parish council confirmed these were due to be 
maintained shortly.  It was agreed that the contractor be asked to remove 
all shrubs and then the garden club would be asked to plant them. 

 ACTION - Clerk to speak to contractor and gardening club 
 
5. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD ON 5th 
 MARCH 2015  
 The minutes had been circulated and were taken as read and signed as 
 a correct record 
 
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING  
 a) Archiving in Holford Centre - It was agreed to accept the offer of a 
 cupboard in the Holford Centre and to send the historic documents to the 
 County Archives. 
 b) Malcolm Leeding attended a meeting in Stanton St John discussing 
 the response to the SODC local plan consultation.  Afterwards he sent a 
 personal letter with his views. 



 

 

    
7. RECREATION GROUND 
 a) Disappearance of picnic table - The Parish Council are very 
 disappointed to report the disappearance of one of the new picnic tables. 
 b) Update on progress with changing facility - Site meetings have been 
 held with the electricity distribution company, allotment holders and the 
 groundworks company.  A meeting with the building supplier has been 
 organised.  A delivery date of 1st week in June has been given and the 
 utilities are arranged for that week.  All agreed the latest quote from the 
 groundworks company as noone else has responded. 
 c) Fencing alongside road and play area - this will be done on 5th-6th 
 May. 
 d) Mowing options - We have had a quote for the contractor to mow the 
 rec at £100 a time, Gordon Shepherd would sell his gang mower to the 
 council for £300 so they could then organise cutting or the football club 
 have a ride on mower they could use.  It was decided to use the 
 contractor to mow as most of this cutting is outside of the football 
 season.  If cutting is needed outside of these times then the football club 
 can use the ride on mower.  PC to liaise with football club once they 
 know when the first home game will be and they will let us know if it 
 needs cutting. 
 
8.  VILLAGE HALL 
 Displaying village map - this was deferred to the next meeting. 
  
 9. PLANNING REPORT 
 a) SUBMITTED -  
 i) P15/S1134/DIS - Minchin Court Stanton Road Forest Hill OX33 1DT 
 Part conversion of the existing attic space into two bedrooms, and 
 installation of rooflights on rear elevation. Discharge of conditions 3 and 
 4 on application ref. P14/S2785/HH - No comment required 
 b) DECISIONS -  
 i) P14/S3802/HH 35 Mickle Way Forest Hill OX33 1DU Proposed two 
 storey front extension along with proposed two storey (and part single 
 storey) extension to rear - APPROVED 
 ii)P14/S3773/FUL Elderwick The Ridings near Headington OX3 8TB 
 Proposed extensions and conversion of existing building to create a self-
 contained dwelling. Removal of Condition 4 of P14/S1985/FUL. - 
 CONDITION  RETAINED  
 iii) P15/S0634/PDH 10 Milton Crescent Forest Hill OX33 1EJ 
 Demolition of existing conservatory and utility / WC. Erection of a single 
 storey rear extension. Depth: 3.6m Overall Height: 3.5m Height to eaves: 
 2.3m  - RESPONDED 
 iv) P14/S3895/DIS Home Farm Shotover Estate Wheatley (in the parish 
 of  Forest Hill) OX33 1QP Discharge of conditions 3 (scaffolding), 4 
 (timber replacement), & 6 (rainwater good and hoppers) on listed building 
 consent P14/S2013/LB - DISCHARGED 
 
 c) PENDING - NONE 
  

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/S0634/PDH


 

 

10. FINANCIAL ISSUES 
 BALANCES at bank  
  Current A/C as at Mar 31st  £  16,329.05 
  Deposit A/C as at Mar 31st  £  2,243.19 
 a)Accounts for payment -  
 Paid before meeting 
 Recreation ground building deposit    £8,400 
 To pay at meeting 
 Clerks pay and expenses      £371.82 
 New College - Rec Ground rent 29/09/2014-24/03/2015 £175.00 
 Lincoln College - Allotments rent 25/03/2015 - 24/03/2016 £100 
 Internal Audit Fee       £205.40 
 Dog bin emptying Oct 2014 - Mar 2015    £100.46 
 b) Requests for donations or annual subscriptions 
 ORCC         £50 
 Oxford Green Belt Network     £15 
 Both agreed 
 c) Receipts  - Allotments rent     £110 
 d) Date for external audit received - 19 May 2015 
 e) Signing of asset register - discussed adding picnic bench, dog bin 
 and play area fencing.  Council agreed chair to sign once these changes 
 made. 
 f) Signing of annual accounts and Annual return - .  All accounts were 
 agreed and signed.  The Annual return was agreed and signed.  The 
 Annual Governance Statement was read, agreed and signed. 
 
11. EMERGENCY PLAN 
 A letter had been received from the garage at Shotover asking they are 
 contacted again about being a survivor centre once a list of requirements 
 is available. 
 ACTION - Clerk to follow up with emergency operations department 
 
12. A40 LAYBY CONSULTATION 
 The consultation is regarding reducing the waiting time at the A40 laybys 
 to 30 minutes to reduce long stay parking.  The councillors present felt 
 that long stay parking wasn't the issue and that having lorries parking 
 there for long periods was actually blocking the people who are calling 
 for short periods to indulge in antisocial behaviour.  It was raised that 
 lorry drivers have to have a minimum 45 minute break every 4 hours and 
 therefore a waiting time of 30 minutes wasn't long enough even for this.  
 It was queried whether it would be reinforced and if not then there is no 
 point.  It was also queried where the lorries which stay there would go to 
 and whether this has been discussed with the factories which they 
 generally deliver to.      
 ACTION - Clerk to respond to consultation with objections 
 
13.  PARISH RISK ASSESSMENT 
 a) Lighting at A40 bus stop - an email in response to our reply from last 
 meeting was read out.  In the email it was suggested that perspex sided 
 bus shelters would allow light to come from the bus shelter and allow bus 



 

 

 drivers to see people waiting at the stop and allow light onto the footpath.  
 The councillors were again understanding of the issue but the shelter is 
 owned by prime site media who get their money from the advertising on 
 the end, when they were contacted previously they did not respond. 
 ACTION - Clerk to respond to parishioner 
 b) Planters on Mickle Way as discussed above 
 c) Pothole on Stanton Road outside Minchin Court 
 ACTION - Clerk to report 
 
14.  INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 a) Affordable housing update - ORCC (rural community council) will 
 contact Mr Cope directly about the possible site on Church Hill and will 
 speak to OCC about the site on Wheatley Road. 
 b) Wheatley Newsletter Apr-May 2015 
 c) Local Councils Review Spring 2015 
 d) Dog Poo wormery - councillors were not keen on using this as a 
 solution 
 e) Came and Company (insurance) newsletter 
 f) Assets of Community Value registered - all 3 assets of community 
 value were accepted and registered. 
 g) OALC March Members update 
 h) OALC still having difficulties as they have no office after the fire 
 i) NALC are trying to raise the profile of parishes with government and 
 Malcolm Leeding is on a group about clustering local services. 
 
Greta Shepherd resigned her position as a councillor.  Thanks for her service 
had been given in the Chair's report and were reiterated here. 
  
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Thursday 21st May 2015 Annual General Meeting 7:00pm   


