
 

 

FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
A meeting of the Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council was held in the Village 
Hall on Thursday 6th August 2015 at 7pm.     
 Present:  Mr A Waite Brown (in the Chair)  
    Mr M Leeding,  
    Miss G Blomley  
    Dr A Boylston 
    Mr C Goffey 
    Mr A R Tolley 
    Ms L Wiggins 
    Mrs C Massey (Clerk and RFO) 
    Anne Purse (County Councillor) 
    John Walsh (District Councillor) 
 
Arthur Boylston signed the declaration of acceptance of office.  The Chair 
welcomed him to the parish council. 
 
51. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - None 
 
52.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST - Malcolm Leeding - Village Hall and 
 Garden Club. 
 
53. PUBLIC FORUM 
 Concerns were raised about the speed of cars exiting Mickle Way from 

the turning circle.   
 ACTION - Clerk to speak to PCSO  
 
54. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD ON 25th 
 JUNE 2015 - The minutes had been circulated and were taken as read 
 and signed as a correct record 
 
55. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING  
 Bridge at Shotover response - findings of investigation in late 2014 still 
 being finalised so expect it to remain for the foreseeable future. 
 Digger in old bus station site - Being used to tidy the area 
 Quote for removing shrubs from planters on Mickle Way and siding out 
 footpath to Stanton St John - 2 quotes were received to remove the 
 shrubs in the planters.  It was agreed to accept the cheapest of the 2.  2 
 quotes had been received for siding out on the footpath between Forest 
 Hill and Stanton St John alongside the B4027.  As this is in the Stanton 
 St John parish we will provide them with the quotes and ask if they can 
 arrange for the works to be done. 
 ACTION - Clerk to instruct on the planters and approach Stanton St John 
 parish council regarding siding out. 
   
56. RECREATION GROUND 
 a) Last issues with changing facility - purchase of signs for inside, 
 allotment holders tap.  All agreed to purchase of the necessary health 
 and safety signs, a visitors book to record useage (which is needed for 



 

 

 SportEngland) and a first aid kit.  All agreed to ask the tap is changed for 
 a metered tap and boxed in similar to the one on the village hall for the 
 allotment holders. 
 ACTION - Clerk to source 
 b) The 'no dogs in the playground' sign recently put on the fence by the 
 play area has been removed.  All agreed to replace 
 ACTION - Clerk to source 
  
57.  VILLAGE HALL 
 a) Replication of Village Map - It was decided someone would be 
 approached to take a good quality digital photograph then the original 
 donated to the county archives while a decision on printing the photo is 
 made. 
 ACTION - Andrew Waite Brown to organise photograph 
   
58. PLANNING REPORT 
 a) SUBMITTED -  
 i) P15/S2297/PDH Proposed single storey side and rear extensions. 
 Depth: 8m Overall height: 4m Height to eaves: variable. Monks Farm 
 Cottage, Shotover OX3 8TD. Application for permitted development. 
 ii) Appeal against refusal - Location: Elderwick The Ridings near 
 Headington OX3 8TB. Development : Removal of Condition 4 of 
 P14/S1985/FUL removing permitted development rights for alterations 
 and extensions.  No further comments to add to original refusal 
 iii) Solar Farm in Elsfield - outside of our parish 
  
 b) DECISIONS -  
 i) P14/S3455/FUL The change of use of redundant rooms at the Home 
 Farm to workshop use including the widening of one door opening and 
 installation of a pair of double doors. Shotover House Shotover Estate 
 Wheatley OX33 1QS - GRANTED 
 ii)P15/S1810/HH Mulberry House The Ridings near Headington OX3 8TB 
 Erection of two garden offices for use as an office and a work/fitness 
 room - GRANTED 
 
 c) PENDING - NONE 
  
  
59. FINANCIAL ISSUES 
 BALANCES at bank  
  Current A/C as at 31 Jul 2015  £  39,206.41 
  Deposit A/C as at 31 Jul 2015  £  2,243.57 
  
 a)Accounts for payment -  
 Clerks Pay and expenses     £344.38 
 BGG - Grass Cutting     £372.00 
 BGG - Grass Cutting     £396.00 
 Malcolm Leeding printing and copying expenses £18.54 
 Andrew Waite Brown printing costs   £51.94 
 Electricity bill 8 Jun - 8 Jul changing rooms  £27.55 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/S1810/HH


 

 

 TVM - electricity connection at changing rooms   £4736.40 
 Ron Preston - 2 cemetery cut and fuel    £84.00 
 Came and Company Insurance renewal    £1110.94 
 Extraspace Solutions      £23,760.00 
 Clare Massey - project management of changing unit  £1028.50 
 National insurance and tax payment    £286.29 
 Badger Benches       £268.68 
 EJ Grandi - repair of play area fence and securing of picnic tables £110 
 BDO LLP - External audit fee     £240 
 
 A query was raised about being charged for a cut on 15th July which 
 wasn't on the schedule, wasn't requested and wasn't needed. 
 ACTION - Clerk to query with BGG 
  
 b) Requests for donations or annual subscriptions 
 LCR subscription renewal     £17.00 
 It was voted not to renew the LCR subscription. 
  
 c) Receipts  -  
 Burial Ground Plot reservation    £250.00 
 Lottery Grant       £26,298.00 
 
 d) Presentation of annual audit results - No findings.  The Council 
 approved and accepted the annual return and report 
 e) Quarterly review of finances - So far in the first quarter 21% of budget 
 has been spent. 
 f) Request to increase clerks hours from 5/wk to 7/wk.  All unanimously 
 agreed. 
  
60. OCC / SODC MATTERS 
 OCC update - OCC are still discussing cuts to services to reduce spend.  
 There is a new consultation coming regarding refuse sites.  There will be 
 some cutbacks and potentially reduced opening hours. One site is 
 Oakley Wood known as Walley Corner near Wallingford and  Anne Purse 
 will investigate and see if it is still active as it was felt it wasn't widely 
 known about. 
 There is still concern for the future of Children's Centres 
 Anne Purse is holding a meeting regarding the bus service consultation 
 on Wednesday 12th August at 7pm in Stanton St John Village Hall.  It is 
 clear useage figures are high for our service and the subsidy is not one 
 of the highest so she was hopeful that putting a good case to save the 
 subsidy would be helpful. 
 There will be a meeting held on 21st September for parish and town 
 councils to attend and discuss devolution of powers.  Malcolm Leeding is 
 hoping to attend. 
 SODC update - The move to Milton Park has been completed.  Budget 
 reviews are being undertaken and it is hoped rather than cuts to services 
 that savings can be made by sharing support functions with the Vale of 
 White Horse District Council. 
  



 

 

 
61. BUS SERVICE / TRANSPORT ISSUES 
 The Parish Council held a public meeting which was very well attended.  
 All parishioners were encouraged to respond to the consultation by the 
 closing date of 14th September.  There were also some good ideas for 
 what could be done if the service were cut or removed.  Malcolm Leeding 
 had circulated comments and all unanimously agreed these be submitted 
 as the council response.  It was agreed a meeting with Heyfordian would 
 be of use. 
 ACTION - Andrew Waite Brown to set up a meeting with Heyfordian 
 Invitation to Horton Cum Studley meeting 10th September - All felt this 
 was too late given the closing date of 14th September. 
 
62.  ALLOTMENTS 
 It was noted some allotments have not been tended and should be taken 
 back and given to other interested parties. 
 ACTION - Clerk to speak to Gael Paulsson 
 
63.  BURIAL GROUND 
 A quote had been received for clearing green waste around the burial 
 ground and clearing the bottom corner to allow that to be a compost 
 area.  Other contractors had been approached to quote but declined. 
 All unanimously agreed to the £195 and that then signs should be put up 
 to show where the compost area is. 
 ACTION - Clerk to arrange for work to start 
 It was also noted that trees are overhanging at the top of the  cemetery 
 and we could therefore ask they are trimmed at the same time. 
 ACTION - Chris Goffey and Georgina Blomley to visit and inspect 
 It was suggested a strimmer be added to the shed so that Ron Preston 
 can strim the old graves.  This will be added to the next agenda. 
 The Burial Ground gates are broken 
 ACTION - Clerk to ask Riki if he can fix. 
 
64. OALC / NALC 
 OALC have got new offices in Wallingford Town Hall 
  
65.  POLICE MATTERS - report given 
 
66.  PARISH RISK ASSESSMENT 
 Speed Signs Quotes - It was agreed that speed signs are not wanted 
 Request for dog bin at Shotover - All unanimously agreed to purchase 
 and ask Riki to install. 
 ACTION - Clerk to source 
 
67. WAR MEMORIAL 
 Discussion of location and accessibility - It was felt that the current 
 location of the war memorial is very hidden and that many villagers would 
 not know where it was.  It was agreed that the hedge needs cutting down 
 to a low level to allow it to be seen. 
 ACTION - Chris Goffey and Andrew Waite Brown to cut back hedge. 



 

 

   
68.  INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 a) OALC Members Update Jun 2015 circulated on email 
 b) Police report Jul 2015 circulated on email 
 c) Better Broadband for Oxfordshire - Fibre cabinet now enabled  
 d) OALC Members Update Jul 2015 circulated on email 
 e) Wheatley Newsletter 
 f) Police report Aug 2015 circulate on email 
 g) Request to cut back the trees at Shotover Kilns 
 ACTION - Clerk to report 
 h) It has been heard that OCC are looking at transactions in the mobile 
 library bus.  A reminder should be placed in the next newsletter 
 ACTION - Clerk to add to newsletter 
 i) Bridleway no. 8 into Bayswater is overgrown 
 ACTION - Clerk to report 
 j) The footpath from Kings Arms to Milton Crescent was reported as 
 being very uneven. 
 k) The pavement at the end of Powell Close is being damaged by a tree 
 in 1 Beechcroft Cottages garden. 
 ACTION - Clerk to alert Shotover Estate 
 l) The kissing gate at the top of Mickle Way is still slippery when wet 
 ACTION - Clerk to approach SODC who own this land 
 m) Complaints have been received about a resident in Mickle way still 
 working on cars and many being parked along the road. 
 ACTION - Clerk to write to SOHA 
 n) OCC have offered to contribute to extra fencing alongside the A40 
 Westbound layby.  This is being negotiated with the landowner. 
  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Thursday 17th September 2015 7:00pm   


