
 

 

FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The annual parish meeting of the Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council was held in 
the Village Hall on Thursday 6th April 2017 at 7.00pm followed by a Parish Council 
Meeting.   
Present:  Mr A Waite Brown (in the Chair) 
   Mr M Leeding 
   Miss G Blomley 
   Mr C Goffey  
   Mr J Hobbins 
   Mrs C Massey (Clerk and RFO) 
   John Walsh (District Councillor) for part 
    
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE Dr A Boylston 
 
2.  REPORTS FROM GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS FROM THE VILLAGE 

INCLUDING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
Chairs Report – Andrew Waite Brown 
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone for attending this year’s Annual Parish Meeting.  It 
is always a pleasure to be able to be part of this Parish event and be able to share 
information and Parish Council activities over the past year with so many of you. 
I will begin by thanking my fellow Councillors for their efforts and participation in the many 
decisions that have been made in the Council year. Parish Councillors fill a difficult role 
in working together and trying to decide on the best outcome or course of action within 
the community. Their time is voluntary and goes beyond simply attending meetings. 
There is a lot of background reading and research required in their spare time as well as 
attending site meetings, reporting on parish maintenance issues and liaising with outside 
organisations. 
This year, Malcolm Leading has worked as our Vice Chairman and I would like to thank 
him for his assistance in meetings and his continued advice and support.  
Most of you know our Parish Clerk, Clare Massey. Clare is effectively the first port of call 
within the Parish Council and is key in ensuring Council runs smoothly and meets all our 
financial and legal obligations. I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for her 
support.  
Last year, Dick Tolley stepped down from his role as Parish Councillor having served a 
significant period of time. Dick lives in Shotover and was a key link to that part of the 
parish. The council tried over many months to find a replacement for Dick from that area 
without luck. However I am pleased to say that we now welcome Jason Hobbins onto 
the parish council. Jason has played a keen role within the village and his input into the 
council will be very welcome.  
This has been an extremely interesting year for the Council and the community as a 
whole.  
We have been impacted by the loss of the local bus service and the council has jointly 
with neighbouring parish councils committed to financially support the new Otmoor Flyer 
service which has been set up by local residents from across the parishes. 
We have also seen further cuts to child services within Oxfordshire which threatened the 
Maple Tree children’s centre in Wheatley. Although not in the parish it does provide a 
vital service to new parents in our parish and therefore the council has agreed to commit 
to help towards its running costs by building £1,000 into our budget for this year. 
We also saw issues relating to the reduction in verge cutting and general maintenance. 
An example of this was the flooding at the bottom of Church Hill, the initial response from 
Highways was that it was not their responsibility but after much pressure and an onsite 
meeting they did finally agree it was them and have resolved the issue. This however 
only highlights that maintenance seems to have moved to a more “break Fix” approach 



 

 

rather than preventative. We will continue to monitor this and where appropriate take 
action if required. 
We anticipate that issues like these will only get worse and this of course does put extra 
burden on our own finances, which is why we increased the precept to cover these costs. 
We also would ask residents where possible to help out by keeping areas in front of their 
own house clear and cutting back their hedges if they block footpaths etc. 
We have continued to lobby County Council and Transport services over the loss of the 
free school bus service to Beckley. At this stage there will be no obligation for a bus to 
run after the summer of 2018, we will of course keep working on this. 
Late summer saw the destruction of the cemetery shed and mower due to “Summer 
Branch Drop”. It was agreed by the council not to replace the mower but to out-source 
the grass cutting the current contractor. 
The council continues to support social and healthy activity within the parish and has 
purchased an outdoor table tennis table for the recreation ground, purchased a portable 
PA system to support the Village feast and finally resolved the issues with the community 
room showers after much negotiation with the supplier. 
The council have set aside finances for a new speed warning sign and we now await the 
placement of poles to mount it on.  
The War memorial will also have a spruce up this spring and we have funded the 
replanting of the Mickle Way planters and will continue to support the local residents that 
wish to maintain them. 
We have of course over the last 12 months made comment on local planning matters 
and will continue to monitor the current threat to the Green Belt. We discussed over 
several meetings the need for a neighbourhood plan, however it was decided at this 
stage to not move forward with one. This will be reviewed on a yearly basis. 
So that’s the highlights for this year, I would therefore like to finish by thanking all those 
residents that make Forest Hill with Shotover Parish such a lovely place to live. Whether 
by helping run a group or club, by taking parts or just by saying hello in the street. This 
parish is a special place and this council will work hard over the next 12 months to 
maintain and improve that for you. 
 
Wheatley Neighbourhood Police Team 
A summary of crimes reported from our area was given :- 47 Miscellaneous, 5 broken 
down vehicles, 4 road traffic collisions, 15 reports of vehicles overstaying the waiting 
restrictions in the lay-bys on the A40, 7 reports of dangerous driving, 4 reports of anti-
social behaviour involving children, 1 report of fly tipping. 
 
Oxfordshire County Council, Anne Purse 
This year has been dominated by budget cuts, of particular note was the loss of the 
bus service.  The Wheatley Children’s Centre was another casualty but the local 
community has come together and it will continue thanks to funding from OCC and 
local parish councils and this has enabled them to secure professional staffing. 
More recent budget cuts have hit elderly services. 
The proposal to merge to a single unitary authority will save money and it is hoped this 
will enable some restoration of services. 
Lorries from Woodeaton Quarry should not be going through the village so any seen 
should be reported. 
County Council Children’s Services, Trading Standards and the Fire Service continue 
to be well performing departments. 
Anne Purse will not be standing for re-election after serving 24 years.  The parish 
council thanked Anne for her work for the local community. 
 
South Oxfordshire District Council – John Walsh 
Once again SODC has been able to agree to hold its share of council tax at the same 
rate per house without any reduction in the services it provides. This is made possible 



 

 

by continued improvements made in the efficiency of administration in conjunction with 
Vale of the White Horse Council. 
It kept its first place in the country as the council with the best record for recycling. 
Along with other leading councils we did suffer from green bins being contaminated 
with food and nappies.  Banning opaque bags from the green bin seems to have solved 
the problem, but please continue to take care. New lorries will arrive in June with 
separate vehicles collecting the food bins. 
The Second Preferred Options version of the draft Local Plan 2033 is now published 
for consultation. Please read it on the SODC website: www.southoxon.gov.uk . 
Comments are open to 5pm on Wednesday 17 May.  This does not propose housing in 
the green belt adjacent to Oxford, though I am sure that developers will continue to 
lobby hard for that. Indeed they are gaining space in the local paper to press their case. 
The main strategic development proposed is at Chalgrove Airfield. 
It does suggest removing land from the green belt at Culham next to a railway station 
where residents can get to work in Oxford, Reading or London as well as locally in the 
Science Vale.  Also at Berinsfield the village is proposed to double in size with the full 
cooperation of local opinion. A field in Wheatley (between the village and Asda) will be 
removed from the green belt at the request of their local plan committee and the parish 
council. The Brookes site is proposed for redevelopment with about 300 houses 
replacing the education buildings but would remain in the green belt. 
SODC together with the Vale and County councils have sent a proposal to the 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government for a single unitary authority 
for the county. Earlier proposals for smaller unitary authorities were effectively ruled out 
by the government, in particular the city was considered too small by itself. That left a 
straight choice between a single unitary and continuing as before. There are significant 
savings to be made and counties which have taken the journey before us recommend it 
as giving a better service which the public can understand. 
 
St Nicolas’ Church 
A less difficult year for St. Nicolas Church, 12 months have elapsed since Mary Rose 
Seldon passed away.   We floundered for a short while, but with the help of Peter and 
Julia Stutfield, we have regained music again at St. Nicolas. 
Services continue weekly, attendances vary, occasionally only four people.   Family 
Service continues at Stanton St. John on the second Sunday of each month.   Family 
Church in Stanton St. John Village Hall on the first Sunday and Church without Walls 
on the fourth Sunday also at Stanton St. John Village Hall. 
Julia has started a new St. Nicolas Choir, which performs at special occasions.    She 
has also organised five concerts in St. Nicolas during Lent. 
The Reverend Andrew Pritchard Keens continues to minister to the Four Parishes, 
helped by the Reverend Hugh Lee and the Reverend David Bendor-Samuel who is 
Curate to the Benefice.  
Special Church Services have included, Harvest Festival followed by Harvest Lunch in 
the Village Hall, Remembrance Sunday, St. Nicolas Day which was preceded by a craft 
workshop on the Saturday making Bishop's Crowns, Carol Service, Carols around the 
Village, Candlemas and Mothering Sunday.   Easter falls late this year and is not 
included in this Report.  
There have been: 2 Baptisms, 2 Weddings, 2 Funerals, 2 Burial of ashes.  
Fund raising Events:   Forest Hill Feast, when we joined with Forest Hill Sports and 

Social Club and the Village Hall on 16 July, in the Recreation Ground.  The second 
revival of the Feast.  The Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir concert was cancelled due to 
lack of ticket sales.   St. Nicolas Church was most grateful to the Village Hall 
Committee for their donation to the Church.  CreamTeas , sale of secondhand books, 
Christmas Bazaar – again a joint event with the FH Sports and Social Club, Village 
plant stall, Ride or Stride, pancakes and morning Cafe', Lenten concerts and Daffodil 
Day. 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/


 

 

Church upkeep and repairs:   £10,204.  has been paid towards the Parish Share, a 
shortfall of £2,900.   We continue to struggle to raise these funds every year. 
Routine electrical survey has taken place, two sensors have been refitted to the outside 
lights. The dehumidifier in the Vestry has been connected to the drainage system, 
allowing the machine to function continuously.   The crack in the wall by the gate has 
been repaired. 
Julius Mickle's head stone has been re-erected in the Churchyard, it was removed 
when the new Vestry was established. 
There is always maintenance work necessary.   The porch stone work is in need of 
repair, which hopefully, we shall be able to raise enough funds to carry out this work in 
the not too distant future. 
We are exploring the feasibility of having solar panels on the Church roof, to generate 
electricity and a possible income, this is something for the future. 
We are also working on a 5 year plan to look at our financial position and to plan to 
increase our income to keep St. Nicolas Church in Forest Hill for all people.  
We now have a Church website; www.stnicolasforesthill.org/events/ 
The Church continues to be open daily, messages in the Visitor's Book reveal that our 
opening makes life more pleasant for many people.   If the use of the Church Building 
could be increased that would be wonderful. 
 
Community Lunch 
As always, this year has seen some regular attendees of the community lunch no 
longer able to come for various reasons, but others have ventured to join us so that we 
are continuing to feed 35 people on average including volunteers.    
In December we repeated our offer of a free Christmas lunch which was a very happy 
time for the 44 people who were there.  One person who used to live in the village 
came to the lunch for the first time on that occasion to see old friends and has 
continued to come every month since, though she has to travel all the way from 
Cumnor. 
Thanks again to everyone on the Parish Council and Village Hall Committee who 
support this popular community meal. 
 
Forest Hill Sports and Social Club – Anna Weston 
At the end of last year we had a change of officers at the club when Yvonne Orman 
stood down as Secretary. The position has been filled by Val Keston-Hole while Anna 
Weston continues as Chairperson. 
The club joined forces with the church committee to hold a very successful Feast on 
the recreation ground on 16th July. The sun shone there was really good attendance 
from the village and beyond. The proceeds were split between the church, the village 
hall committee and FHSSC We joined with the church again to hold a well attended 
Christmas Bazaar on November 19th. There was a great atmosphere and the hall was 
buzzing. Once again we split the proceeds but it makes great sense to pool volunteers 
to help on the day.  
All the groups associated with FHSSC are quite well off at the moment so to focus on 
the on the “Social” side of the club we held a New Year’s Eve quiz at the village hall 
with all expenses paid by the Club. This was very well attended and everyone enjoyed 
the evening.  
FOREST HILL FC Forest Hill FC has had a mixed season so far due to an error in 

league allocation and this will be rectified next season. In the meantime, they train 
every week and turn up every week to play in weather that would stop most of us from 
stepping out of the door! Their positive attitude and determination are to be 
commended. 
FOREST HILL CRICKET TEAM.  Forest Hill cricket team will be merging with the 
Stanton St John Cairns Fudge team this year. It makes sense for two small village 

http://www.stnicolasforesthill.org/events/


 

 

teams to pool resources and players. We look forward to supporting the team and 
collaborating with our neighbouring village.  
UNDER 11’s TRAINING SESSIONS  The under 11s group is doing fine well although 

a few children have left because as they get older they are becoming too strong/good 
to play with year 1/2 kids. So although it is a slightly small group, new players have 
already joined. 
FHSSC realise that it is important to increase the footfall to the recreation ground and 
ensure that the community building is used for other sporting and community activities. 
We are working to make this happen but need support from the village to increase 
attendance. We very much appreciate the ongoing support from the Parish Council to 
encourage sport and community events in the village and for their determined and 
successful efforts to rectify the problems with the showers in the community building.  
 
Allotments – Chris Goffey 
The parish council have taken over the running of the allotments this year and a sub-
committee has been formed of PC members and allotment holders.  Most of the plots 
which are let are well kept and looking good.  3 plots are available and will be 
advertised.  Weeds around the exterior fence will be tidied up. 
 
Village Hall Management Committee – Linda Goffey 
Financial After year 2014/5 when the Village Hall had quite a face-lift with new chairs 
and restoration of a window, the last financial year 2015/6 was relatively quiet. The 
annual statement figures for year ending May 2016 show a total income of £3450 
balanced by outgoings of £1630.  The lettings income and extra events e.g. the 
monthly lunch more than covered the ongoing maintenance costs of the Hall. This 
enabled us in August 2016 to complete the replacement of the two rotting doors at the 
front of the building, and to reinstate the top window allowing more light on to the stage. 
Overall we remain in a healthy financial position, the bank balance for March 
2017 stands at £6260, and the Committee is grateful to the Parish Council for covering 
the rental to Lincoln College. 
Maintenance The two main doors have been replaced and the disabled access 
improved with a grab handrail.  A smoke alarm has also been installed in the kitchen 
and the small upper window at the rear of the hall has been re-instated. 
Bookings Over the last year the village hall has seen a drop in regular 
bookings.  At the moment, the only weekly booking is for an Indian dance group. 
However, twice during the year the hall has been used by a theatre 
company for play rehearsals which in the summer, went on almost daily 
for a month.  The hall continues to be used on an irregular basis by local groups 
such as the church, the garden and the sports and social clubs.  It is 
also used by locals for various parties.  Occasionally it has been 
hired by those slightly further afield, by groups from Oxford and 
twice by people outside the county who found the venue on the 
internet. 
Cleaning The committee continues to pay for cleaner for one hour per week to maintain 
the cleanliness of the hall/kitchen/toilets.  This seems to work well. 
Trustees:  We have 6 trustees Julie Osborne (Chair), Linda Goffey (Treasurer), 
Malcolm Leeding (Secretary), Dawn Dunbar (Bookings secretary), Michael Sheehan, 
and Gareth Baxter. 
 
Gardening Club – Prue Leeding 
Last year the Garden Club held a successful plant sale and a very popular willow 
weaving workshop. Two garden visits were less popular but enjoyable for those who 
attended. 
Later in the year, the issue of the raised beds at the entrance to Mickle Way came up. 
They had become overgrown and unsightly and were emptied at the instigation of the 



 

 

Parish Council. A group of residents filled them with bedding plants, which looked 
spectacular in time for the Forest Hill Feast in July. However, the plants were a short 
term solution and in the autumn the Garden Club joined with the residents and drew up 
a plan. With funding from the P.C. and the Garden Club the soil was improved and 
spring bulbs planted. We were called vandals at the time! They now look wonderful. 
We plan to remove and store some of the bulbs and plant up with longer lasting 
summer flowers and herbs. 
A successful Garden Quiz was held in February, and a talk by Rob Jacobs from 
Waterperry Gardens took place in March. This will be followed up by a tour of the 
Gardens with the Head Gardener in June. 
Our next event is a master class in vegetable growing by Jane Walker, in her own 
garden. 
The rest of the year’s programme is a mix of talks, outings and workshops. 
The annual Plant Sale will be on Sat. May 13th. 
Later in the year we will learn about cider-making and no doubt do some tasting. 
Membership of the club is £10.00 a year, which gives free entrance to events and a 
10% discount at several local Garden Centres.  
 
FHAME – Andrew Waite Brown 

This year is the 10th Anniversary of the first pantomime in Forest Hill so there will be 
another one on 16th December. 
 
Holford Centre – Malcolm Leeding 

Malcolm has represented the parish on the Trust for 22 years.  A challenging 2 years 
has been resolved and the Trust will have more money to give to parishioners under 25 
years of age for educational purposes. 
 
This was followed by a Parish Council Meeting 
 
3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST Malcolm Leeding – Garden Club, Village Hall 

Committee and Otmoor Flyer Organising Group, Jason Hobbins – Forest Hill 
Sports and Social Club and Cricket Club 

 
4. PUBLIC FORUM - Nothing raised 
 
5. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF LAST MEETING HELD ON 23rd 

FEBRUARY 2017.  The minutes had been circulated and were taken as read 
and signed as a correct record. 

 
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF LAST MEETING  

Crossing of A40 – extending 50mph speed limit – A quote for extending the 
speed limit was received and it would cost in the region of £10,000-£13,000.  It 
was decided to contact Arriva and Brookes Bus to ask how many people use 
that stop.  It was queried as to whether Church Hill and Shotover Estate 
residents would consider contributing. 
ACTION – Clerk to contact bus companies to ask for bus stop usage 
frequencies. 
Solar VAS signs – Posts to be installed and signs to be ordered. 
War Memorial – A pre-application has been submitted to see if we can apply for 
a grant for cleaning.  A response should be received by the end of May. 

 Salt Storage – Clerk to ask OCC if they can collect or what they would suggest. 
Flooding at bottom of Church Hill – It is hoped this has been resolved by high 
pressure jetting but it will be monitored for further issues 
New Parish Council Phone Number – The parish council now have a new 
phone number which can be diverted to any number.  It is 0844 884 3328. 



 

 

   
7. BECKLEY SCHOOL BUS 
 Andrew Waite Brown and Clare Massey attended a meeting with OCC and 

Anne Purse regarding the provision of a school bus to Beckley school.  The 
concern is that once children entitled to free transport finish that the bus will no 
longer be available even to those parents willing to pay.  It was requested that 
they reassess Church Hill as a safe walking route as this currently is the way a 
child would be expected to walk to Sandhills school were a place available.  
They looked at some figures and agreed that it made financial sense to extend 
the bus from Stanton St John to Forest Hill for a minimum of 7 paying pupils.      
As Sandhills is usually full and Wheatley is expecting many new houses so it 
could become full in the future there is a real possibility that Beckley will 
become again the nearest available school and OCC would then be obliged to 
provide free transport to that school. 

 
8.  CEMETERY 

a) Handling reservations – It was decided that reservations will only be 
accepted from relatives reserving a plot adjacent to a loved one already buried.  
This will help the management of plots as they become needed. 
b) Notice in newsletter to remind to keep graves tidy and check rules – Clerk to 
add and a link to the website where the rules can be found. 

   
9. PLANNING REPORT 
 a) SUBMITTED -  

i) P17/S1001/FUL Erection of a new dwelling attached to the existing dwelling 
at 1 Beechcorft, Forest Hill 1 Beechcroft Cottages Wheatley Road Forest Hill 
OX33 1EL – Concerns were raised that it would make the existing property a 
long dark tunnel, it would lose some of its existing light and was considered 
overdevelopment of the plot.  A vote was taken and it was decided to submit no 
strong views with those comments added. 

  
 b) DECISIONS -  

i) P17/S0269/FUL Change of land use and construction of a hard surfaced 
tennis court with surround fencing The Oaks Old Road Shotover Hill OX3 8TA - 
APPROVED 

 
 c) PENDING – 

i) P16/S4125/HH Part demolition of single storey rear annex; Add Two storey 
side extension, Single storey Porch, external doors and windows, and 
Conservation roof lights Church Cottage Church Hill Forest Hill OX33 1EG – 
New information 23rd March 

  
d) SODC Local Plan consultation – The Local Plan draft was discussed.  It was 
felt encouraging that Bayswater Farm is no longer included in the plan as a 
larger village.  There is no real effect in our parish and it was therefore decided 
that any comments should be given by individuals personally. 

  
10. FINANCIAL ISSUES 
 BALANCES at bank  
  Current A/C as at Mar 3rd 2017   £22,355.85 
  Deposit A/C as at Mar 3rd 2017   £2,245.10 
 Earmarked reserves 
 VAS signs      £4,000 
 Children’s Centre     £2,000 
 Defibrillator      £1,000 



 

 

 
 a) Accounts for payment -  
 Clerks pay and expenses      £473.62 
 Southern Electric (Changing rooms supply)    £76.28 
 SODC – dog bin emptying Jan – Mar 17    £62.80 
 New College – recreation ground rent Mar 17 – Mar 18  £350.00 
 OCC – Poles for VAS signs      £463.75 
 Lincoln College Allotment rent Mar 17 – Mar 18   £125.00 
 Andrew Waite Brown – Football Ds     £174.00 
  
 b) Requests for donations or annual subscriptions 
 Community First Oxfordshire (ORCC)    £55.00 
 Oxford Green Belt Network      £15.00 
 Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils     £154.69 
  
 c) Receipts  -  
 Allotment subs       £96.50 
 Precept (first instalment)      £7750.00 
  
 d) Date for external audit received – 5th June 2017 
 e) Signing of asset register – All agreed and signed. 
 
11. BUS SERVICE UPDATE 

There are regularly 11-13 people from Forest Hill and 2-3 from Stanton St John 
on Mondays and Thursdays.  There are slightly fewer from Beckley and Horton 
cum Studley but still about 8 each journey.  The bus stop timetable cases have 
been removed so it is hard to advertise the service at the stops.  
ACTION – Clerk to try and find suitable cases to go on the bus stops. 

 
12.  ALLOTMENTS 
 Advertising available plots 
 ACTION – Chris Goffey to add a bit to the newsletter 
 
13.  PARISH RISK ASSESSMENT 

a) Defibrillator- BT payphone staying.  New location to be found for the 
defibrillator 
b) Water on road in front of Bank Cottages – It is suspected the water is coming 
from the old village well.  No update has been given. 

 c) Rubbish on A40 – deferred until next meeting 
  
14.  INFORMATION / CORRESPONDENCE 
 a) Clerks and Councils Direct March 2017 
 b) Police Monthly report March 
 c) Save the date – Town and Parish Forum 5th July 6-9pm 
 d) Next PTR meeting 30th June 
 e) OALC February Members update 
 f) OALC March Members update 

g) Malcolm Leeding has been given a UV pen and information about marking 
and listing property by Thames Valley Police 

 ACTION – Clerk to include information in next newsletter. 
h) Polecat Lane – has recently been cut.  When it gets long again perhaps a 
working party could be organised. 

  
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Thursday 18th May 2017 Annual General Meeting 7:00pm Village Hall 


