
 

 

FOREST HILL WITH SHOTOVER PARISH COUNCIL 
 

REPORTS FROM PARISH CLUBS GROUPS AND ORGANISATIONS PRESENTED 
TOTHE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  

held on Thursday 4 April 2019 at 7.00pm in Forest Hill Village Hall 
 
No. Item 
207. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - 
 were received from Dawn Dunbar and Prue Leeding 
 
208. REPORTS FROM GROUPS AND ORGANISTIONS WITHIN THE PARISH 

INCLUDING THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 All members of the parish were invited to attend and hear from clubs, groups 

and organisations within the parish.  
 i)  CHAIRMAN’S ANNUAL REPORT for 2018/19 
 written and presented by Andrew Waite Brown 
 I would like to thank everyone for attending this year’s Annual Parish 
 Meeting.  As with years past we are always pleased to hear how the groups 
 and clubs are  doing and share with everybody some of the work the parish 
 council has done over the last 12 months. 
 As is the norm, within my report I would like to thank my fellow Councillors, 
 every year I say this, however, I do like to remind parishioners that councillor’s 
 time is  voluntary and apart from attending the council meetings there seem to 
 be more and more meetings that we are being asked to attend. So again, thank 
 you. 
 This year sees the statutory election of new councillors and I understand there 
 are two of my fellow councils who will not be standing again, so it is with 
 sadness that we say goodbye to Chris Goffey and Art Boylston. I would like to 
 say a special thanks to Chris who has served this council and community for 
 more years than I know (literally!)  and also served as Chairman of this council. 
 And whilst I talk about special mentions, they would not be complete without 
 mentioning Malcolm Leeding. He is the back bone of this council and without 
 his continued support as vice-chair, my job would be much harder. 
 This past year has not only seen further pressure on our finances as more 
 County and District cuts take effect, we have also had to make changes to meet 
 the introduction of GDPR which came into effect this time last year.  
 It was therefore necessary for the council to raise our precept to meet these 
 demands, we of course continue spend your money wisely. 
 On the subject of money, we held a public meeting last month regarding the CIL 
 money that was awarded to the council. The meeting was attended by around 
 25 parishioners and several ideas were put forward. The council will now
 explore these in more depth before making any decision. 
 In last year’s report I noted that The Green Belt was under threat from the 
 OXCAM Expressway. That remains the case, and we continue to take an active 
 role in local groups opposed to it. 
 The real shame is that The Green Belt now has more pressure on it after the 
 publication of the SODC local plan. The impact of which, in my opinion, will be 
 devastating to the green belt. We will of course make comment when and 
 where required and have already objected both as a council and individuals. 
 As a council we have limited powers, however, I believe our role is to be your 
 voice and we will continue to do so, be it about public rights of way, pot holes, 
 litter, parking etc.  
 Forest Hill with Shotover Parish is a vibrant place to live and it is only with the 
 support and dedication of residents that it remains this way. So, I will finish the 
 report by thanking the most important people, the residents, Thank you 



 

 

 
 
 ii) St. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH - Report for 2018/19 
 written and presented by Jane Walker 
 2018 has been a year of change for the Church.   The Reverend Andrew 
 Pritchard-Keens left the Four Parishes in July, to take up a position in Olney, 
 Buckinghamshire.   This left us with a vacancy.    
 Interviewing for a new Vicar took place in March, unfortunately we were unable 
 to make an appointment, so the process of advertising continues.   Hopefully 
 we shall be interviewing again in May.  
 During this vacancy the Area Dean, Emma Pennington who has been 
 supporting us, has also left.   We are hoping that a replacement Area Dean will 
 be appointed this month.   In the meantime the Reverend Hugh Lee is giving us 
 a huge amount of support, for which we are most grateful. 
 Services continue weekly with the help of our volunteer clergy and Licenced 
 Lay Ministers.   A   ministry trainee from Ripon College, Cuddesdon, has also 
 been twice to help us.  During the year there has been one Baptism, two 
 Weddings and three Funerals.   We are hoping to reinstate a Family service into 
 our Monthly Service Rota. 
 Music is playing a major part in our worship and we are most grateful to Peter 
 and Julia Stutfield who work hard to maintain high standards.  In addition to 
 organising the St. Nicolas Choir to sing at special services throughout the year, 
 they have also instituted regular monthly Choral Evensongs, some of which 
 have been led by visiting choirs, including Musica Viva from Wheatley.   For 
 Armistice Day we collaborated with the Parish Council on a programme of 
 events commemorating local people who served in the First World War, 
 including an Act of Remembrance, an exhibition of memorabilia and an evening 
 concert with songs and readings, all of which were well attended.     
 During the past year we have restored and re-erected the Church Notice Board 
 which is now inside the Churchyard overlooking Church Hill/ Main Street.  The 
 front gate has been re-painted and the south door re-hung.  Plans to upgrade 
 the Church heating system are still on-going.    The Quinquennial (5 year) 
 inspection takes place this year.  
 We did approach the Oxford Preservation Trust, who manage the field opposite 
 the Church (called St. Michaels's Mount) about the possibility of using part of 
 the field as a car park, but this request was refused.   As in the rest of the 
 Village, lack of space for car parking continues to be an issue! 
 This year we have managed to pay the Parish Share in full (£11,668) as a result 
 of fundraising activities and regular giving, mostly from people in the Parish.  
 Safeguarding protocols are in place and we have been on safeguarding training 
 sessions.  Julia Stutfield continues to edit the Four Parishes News Magazine, 
 which is delivered to every house in the Parish, free of charge.  
 We continue to open the Church every day between the hours of 10am. and 
 4pm. A visitors' book inside the Church shows we have a small on-going 
 interest. We also receive occasional enquiries via the website  
 www.stnicolasforesthill.org 
   
 iii) MUSIC AT St. NICHOLAS’ – Report 
 written and presented by Julia Stutfield 
 Music at St Nicolas was started by Julia and Peter Stutfield in Spring 2017 with 
 a series of five Sunday afternoon concerts in St Nicolas Church, Forest Hill.  
 Concerts normally last about 45 minutes, after which the audience is invited to 
 stay for tea and home-made cake.  Entry is free but voluntary donations are 
 welcome.  The initial aim was to raise money for the church and to introduce 
 more people to this beautiful and historic building, which also happens to have 
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 a particularly good acoustic for small scale performances.  The project would 
 not have been possible without the full support of the Church Wardens and 
 Parochial Church Council, and particularly of Jane Walker who, among other 
 things, provides the tea and cake! 
 The first concert was given by the Choir of Lincoln College, Oxford on 5 March 
 2017.  Lincoln Choir has been back each year since then, and we feel very 
 privileged that these young singers are willing to take time out to visit Forest Hill 
 at the end of a busy university term.  Other performers in 2017 included various 
 vocal soloists, organist Peter Stutfield, and the St Nicolas Consort, a one-to-a 
 part vocal group formed by Julia Stutfield.  The concept was repeated in 2018 
 and we are now in the middle of the 2019 series.  All performers normally give 
 their services free of charge. 
 Audience numbers have been variable and are difficult to predict but we are 
 managing to attract interest beyond the immediate environs of Forest Hill.  In 
 July 2018 we put on an early evening concert, with drinks in the church garden 
 afterwards, which proved to be surprisingly popular.  The final concert of 2018 
 was ‘Forest Hill Remembers 1918 – 2018’, which was extremely well attended.  
 The audience joined in with a selection of World War 1 community songs, 
 interspersed with a moving selection of readings by members of the village and 
 a stunning performance of songs by Poulenc, Vaughan Williams and 
 Butterworth, given by young professional tenor Jack Patrick Harberd.  Proceeds 
 from this concert, which was partially sponsored by the Parish Council, were 
 donated to the Royal British Legion. 
 In parallel, Julia and Peter Stutfield have developed an occasional choir to sing 
 at special services in St Nicolas, mainly during the Christmas period, but also 
 for occasions such as Harvest Festival, Lent and Easter services and monthly 
 Choral Evensongs.  Singers for the St Nicolas Choir are drawn from the Four 
 Parishes and further afield and the only qualification is a love of singing.  One or 
 two people from Forest Hill have ‘found’ their voices as a result of this initiative 
 and we hope to welcome more.  Repertoire is carefully chosen to match the 
 voices available and there is plenty of help and encouragement on offer to less 
 experienced singers. 
 A full list of past and future Music at St Nicolas events is available on the St 
 Nicolas website at https://www.stnicolasforesthill.org/musical-events. 
 
 iv) FOREST HILL VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE - Report for 2018/2019 
 written by Gareth Baxter 
 Financial 
 The Village Hall bank statements for the Village Hall (3nd March 2019) show 
 a total balance of £6,469.13, which is held as £3,605.92 Current and 
 £2,863.21 Deposit.  
 The water bill has doubled since last year, so the usage for the allotments 
 will need ongoing monitoring so that charges are shared according to usage.  
 The lettings income and extra events, e.g. the monthly community lunch, 
 continue to cover the ongoing maintenance of the Village Hall. 
 Overall, we are in a healthy financial position and the Village Hall Committee is 
 grateful to the Parish Council for covering the rental to Lincoln College and 
 extending the lease. 
 Maintenance 
 At the end of April 2018, the Village Hall was re-decorated at a cost of 
 £1,225.08. 
 Two replacement tables have been needed at a cost of £290.28 in 
 January 2019. 
 Some items have needed replacement – the accessible toilet light sensor  in 
 February needed an electrician to replace it, and the door-lock was 
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 replaced. 
 The continued use of the dehumidifier has maintained the air quality and 
 reduced condensation in the kitchen and main hall. 
 Bookings 
 Bookings for the hall remain at a similar level to the past year.  Pilates and 
 senior circuits have weekly slots and other village clubs book on an ad hoc 
 basis. 
 New regular additions are the Oxford Guild of Weavers Spinners and Dyers 
 (OGWSD) which now uses the hall at least once a month and the  Forest Hill 
 Sports and Social Club (FHSSC), which is trialling a monthly children's 
 activities session.   
 A couple of groups of Indian dancers continue to hire the facilities and 
 appreciate the fact that there are often spaces in the diary which give them 
 flexibility, and there are also various events for villagers.   
 Last year ended with the Horton cum Studley Christmas play rehearsals 
 taking place over the course of one week. 
 Cleaning 
 A cleaner from the village comes on a weekly basis when needed at an 
 average cost of £42.00 per month (4 hours per month).  She is also paid an 
 extra hour a month to help clean up after the community lunch. 
 Suggestions for any funds available via the Parish Council to enhance the 
 Village Hall and its use: 

Replace the old electric head-height heaters in the main hall. Consider night 
storage or take on gas heating to reduce the effect of cold and damp in the hall. 
Improve roadside parking – the stretch of roadside verge between the Farm 
entrance and Village Hall could be converted to roadside parking, while still 
maintaining a footpath. This would benefit the Church, the Village Hall, and 
local residents. 
There are other maintenance items such as the integrity of the hall wooden floor 
in places. This would be a large expense to completely replace, so will continue 
to be monitored. 

 Trustees:  
 We have 6 trustees Gareth Baxter (Chair), Linda Goffey (Treasurer), 
 Malcolm Leeding (Secretary), Dawn Dunbar (Bookings secretary), Julie 
 Osborne and James Skinner. 
  
 v) FOREST HILL COMMUNITY LUNCH - Report 2018/19 – Chair to read  
 written by Dawn Dunbar 
 The Forest Hill community lunch continues to thrive. There is a vibrant 
 committed core of regulars and others who come and go and whilst there  are 
 those who are no longer able to attend for various reasons, there  seem to be 
 newcomers to maintain the numbers. Normally between 35 and 40 of us  sit 
 down to eat together in a lovely friendly atmosphere. This year one of the new 
 mums in the village has been coming with her baby, much to the delight of the 
 older generation. No-one takes for granted the free Christmas lunch, which is a 
 delightful way to celebrate together. The volunteers are hardworking and 
 enthusiastic and without them, of course, the occasion would be impossible. All 
 in all the lunch seems to meet a need and be appreciated by many, which 
 makes the effort of organising it very worthwhile. 
    
 vi) FOREST HILL SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB (FHSSC) - Report for 2018/19 
 There was no report.       
  
  
 



 

 

 vii)  FOREST HILL GARDEN CLUB - Report for 2018/19 
 written by Prue Leeding 
 The club has continued as a small and informal group, arranging events that we 
 hope the village will enjoy and support. 
 In 2018 we held a successful plant sale on May 12th, and contributed an activity 
 table at the Feast in July. Sue McIlvenna 
 organised a craft session, making flower garlands for children. This, together 
 with quizzes, veggie monsters, and a bran tub full of moles made for a very 
 popular event. 
 A Quiz held in early February was very successful, with the winning team 
 agreeing to set a quiz for next year. 
 Together with other residents we have maintained the plants in the raised 
 planters at the entrance to Mickle Way. Weawait the fate of the damaged bed, 
 understanding it may be repaired or demolished. 
 Our next venture is an all-day coach outing to the R.H.S. Spring Show in 
 Malvern on Friday May 10th. The poster attached tells you how to book, it is very 
 good value and open to all. 
 Prue Leeding, on behalf of the committee. March 2019  
      
 viii) FOREST HILL ALLOTMENTS – Report for 2018/19 
 written and presented by Bruce Davis 
 Allotment holders would like to thank the Parish Council for laying on the water 
 at the beginning of the growing year. This has been a valuable resource. 
 Allotment fees have been collected for 2019-20, there are no vacant plots. 
 Would allotment holders make sure that plastic bags are not left to blow 
 around the area. 
  
 ix) OTMOOR FLYER ORGANISING GROUP (OFOG) – Report for 2018/19 
 written and presented by Malcolm Leeding  
 The service (OFOG) has been running since March 2017 and, since that date, 
 there have been an estimated 4,500 individual passenger journeys by residents 
 from the four villages involved, namely Stanton St John, Forest Hill, Beckley and 
 Horton-cum-Studley.  These are, in almost every case, people who do not have 
 a car or access to one.  The need is evident. 
 The vehicle and driver are provided by the County Council, who make a monthly 
 charge to the OFOG Committee, which has representatives from each village and 
 its own constitution and bank account. 
 Passengers are charged a fare collected by Committee Members, who also issue 
 tickets, and agree any route details with the Comet service of the County Council. 
 The Committee appreciate very much the grant made by the Parish Council, and 
 hope this information is helpful.  They aim to balance income to expenditure; 
 there is no profit element. 
  
 x) DAME ELIZABETH HALFORD’S TRUST – Report for 2018/19 
 written and presented by Malcolm Leeding 
 The Trust has been in existence for a number of years and is a Registered 
 Charity. 
 The approved object is the advancement of the education (including social 
 and physical training) of persons under the age of 25 who are, or have a 
 parents or parents, resident in the area of benefit.  This includes Forest  Hill. 
 The Parish nominates two persons to serve as Trustees, and these are 
 currently Greta Shepherd and Malcolm Leeding. 
 Applications for grants, which are considered on their merits and not 
 means tested, should be sent by email to the Chair of the Trustees at 
 Holfordtrustchair@gmail.com.  There is no specified form of application.  
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 Trustees welcome applications. 
  
 xi) OCC – Report for 2018/19 
 Cllr. Tim Bearder 
 Cllr. Bearder gave an update on meetings he had attended. 
  
 xii) SODC – Report for 2018/19 
 Cllr. John Walsh, Forest Hill and Holton Ward 
 
 Finances - South Oxfordshire remains a financially sound Council. Despite 
 increasing financial restrictions, we have been able to maintain our full range of 
 services with a minimal £5.00 increase in our part of the council tax. We are 
 conscious that pressures will continue and we await a review of local  
 government financing.  Our sound and prudent approach to money has enabled 
 us to maintain our Capital & Revenue Grants scheme at a time when most 
 councils have stopped.  
 
 Waste And Recycling - We have again performed well in these areas being 
 ranked 1st Place in the County and 2nd place nationally. 
 Our level of complaints in respect of bins and waste collection is the lowest in 
 the top 50 performers, running at less than half the average rate per 100,000. 
 This is a good performance given that we make over 1,000,000 collections per 
 annum. Performance has been greatly improved by the introduction of the new 
 fleet of vehicles by Biffa. 

 
 Local Plan – This has now been submitted to the Government and an inspector 
 will be appointed to review it in the summer.  It has been amended to include 
 significant new developments in the green belt including one “North of 
 Bayswater Brook” which affects the parishes of Elsfield, Beckley, Stanton St 
 John and Forest Hill. I am hopeful that this site in particular can be removed at 
 the inspection stage as the plan admits that there are significant difficulties to 
 the development. 
 
 Leisure and well-being – Use of our leisure facilities continues to increase with 
 over 750,000 visits to SODC Leisure facilities in the period April – December 
 2018. 
 Go Active Gold continues to grow, as does it’s off-shoot Go Active Juniors, 
 helping people at both ends of their lives who might not otherwise take sufficient 
 exercise, to get involved in sporting activities. The Go Active Gold team aim to 
 encourage people aged 60 and over in rural areas to live more active lifestyles, 
 they have been particularly active in this ward. 

 
 Elections – The whole Council is up for re-election with every ward being 
 contested.  This will take place on Thursday 2nd of May. In this ward in addition 
 to myself there will be candidates for Labour and the Liberal Democrats. 
 
 4 April 2019 
      
209. CONCLUSION 
 
THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY A PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
           
 
 


