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CYNGOR CYMUNED  

GOETRE FAWR  

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT LITTLE MILL VILLAGE HALL ON 

MONDAY 15th OCTOBER 2018 

 
Present: Community Councillors, Owen Dodd, Jan Butler, Andy Barnes, Nicola Awni, Roger 

Howells, Robert French, Syd Welford, Lucyann Rands, Nigel Morrey and Rose 
Thayers. 

In Attendance:  Jonathan Lazenby (Clerk) 

Apologies: Community Councillor Colin Deakins, Peter Daniel 

Guests: County Councillor Bryan Jones, Vivienne Leach - Moncare, Nick Ramsay - AM. 

 

  ACTION 

1 Apologies for Absence  

2 Declarations of Interest 
The Chair asked members present whether they had any declarations of interest to 
make, over and above those already recorded (and published on the web site). The 
Chair reminded those present that they should also notify the meeting of any 
additional interests which became apparent during the progress of the meeting.  

No further interests were declared.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

3 Chairman’s Remarks 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
At 7.35 the Chair suspended standing orders to enable the guest speaker to address 
the meeting. 

 

 

4 Vivienne Leach - Raising awareness of Moncare Co-operative in 

Monmouthshire 
Vivienne explained that MonCare provides assistance and encourages independent 
living by individuals through the receipt of financial care packages – effectively 
empowering people to manage their care and support by employing their own carers.  
Individuals would opt to take their support funding by means of a direct payment 
and then choose to employ their own personal (care) assistant.  It allows them to 
interview prospective carers and by choosing one most suited to their needs, puts 

them more in control.  However, take-up in Monmouthshire is low (147 people only), 
and MonCare is trying to raise awareness.  It was noted that individuals must also 
consider the need to manage PAYE / Pensions and Insurance, although support is 
available to help with this.  The Chair thanked Vivienne for her time and handouts 
were distributed to the members present.  
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 7.48pm 

 

 

5 Nick Ramsay AM 
Nick Ramsay opened by explaining that the WAG was approaching its budget setting 
time and was waiting for the Autumn budget from the Chancellor. Monmouthshire 
has tended to get a lower settlement as do most rural areas.  He is the Shadow 
Finance Minister and believes that a better settlement system is needed to calculate 

budgets.  The following issues were also discussed:  
1. NR confirmed that the A4042 is on the list of roads for improvement (but no 

timescales).  
2. Councillor Jones advised he had spoken to Paul Keeble at MCC and that WAG 

permission was required before the CC could install any SIDs units on the 
A4042.  The Clerk mentioned the possibility of a gateway entrance at either 

end of the village.  NR said he would make enquiries on both of these points. 
3. Councillor Jones is still trying to arrange for a pedestrian crossing for the 

A4042 – particularly important if residents need to rely on buses to access a 
doctor’s surgery in Pontypool.  Paul Keeble has recently had a more positive 
response from WAG on this issue. 

4. Can we approach the bus company to change the route for north bound 
buses to go into the village to allow people to alight? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NR 
 

 
 
 
Cllr Jones 
/The clerk 
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5. NR confirmed that a bypass for the village is still on the books, but will be 
many years away.  

6. Councillors queried what the s106 monies from the Folly View estate were 

being used for – was it for the improvement of the sewage works as 
indicated? Councillor Jones said he would investigate. 

7. Councillor Butler also asked when the s106 monies from the Pleasant Retreat 

development would be available – again Councillor Jones to investigate. 
8. NR confirmed that a shorter lease option on the surgery was available if this 

would help. 
 

 
 
 

Cllr Jones 
 
Cllr Jones 

6 Maintenance 

At this point it was agreed to cover the remaining issues in the village 
1. The manhole cover near the bridge has still not been fixed.  Clerk to chase 

Welsh Water again. 
2. The sunken Road near Pleasant Retreat is deteriorating. 
3. A drain near the Halfway House pub in Little Mill appears to be badly 

positioned, water is not going down but flooding a nearby property.  
Highways have inspected previously, but no action was taken.   

4. An update on the drainage situation on Longhouse Barn was requested.  
Councillor Jones to investigate. 

5. Councillor Awni asked when the public consultation would begin on the 
double yellow lines at the top of Newtown Road.  

6. Councillor Thayers asked if the silver birches in the park could be trimmed. 
7. The drain outside 27 Fairfield is blocked again. 

8. The Prunus tree by the public toilets is rotten and needs cutting down.  
 

 

 
Clerk 
 
Cllr Jones 
 
 
Cllr Jones 

 
Cllr Jones 
 
Cllr Jones 
Clerk 
Clerk 

Clerk 

7 Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting held on 10th Sept 2018 
The agenda numbering has become out of sequence with two sections ‘6’.  Clerk to 
renumber. 

Minutes then proposed by Councillor Welford and seconded by Councillor Butler. 

 
Clerk 

8 Matters Arising 
1. Item 6.1 – The SIDs unit has now been successfully installed on School Lane.  

The Clerk is to take the first data download this weekend. Other sites for the 
possible installation of further units are being considered. Councillor Howells 
advised that the curved front of the unit would make the attachment of a sign 
saying ‘Your Speed’ in Welsh more challenging and is to consider the best option. 

2. Item 6.6 – New dog bin for Folly View is due to be installed at the junction with 
School Lane.  Clerk to advise Merlin Waste to facilitate fortnightly collections. 

3. Item 6.8 - Road markings for disabled residents – Clerk chased again 15/10/18 – 
still with Traffic section for consideration. 

4. Item 6.10 – Two quotes received for cutting of the hedges at LMVH.  MCC - 
£137.24 + VAT and Roger Davies £120 + VAT.  Roger Davies has also quoted a 

price of £70 + VAT to cut the hedges at Ton Land.  It was agreed to accept the 
Roger Davies quotes for both pieces of work and this was proposed by Councillor 
Awni and seconded by Councillor Morrey.   

5. 7.2 & 7.3 – Vehicles travelling the wrong way on School Lane and Pavement 
Parking on Midfield - Clerk has written to PC Evans who has confirmed that his 

officers will be paying particular attention to these issues during their patrols in 
the village.  

6. 7.4 – Longhouse Barn pathway – MCC have confirmed now cleared. 
7. 7.5 – Pathway after the railway bridge – MCC have confirmed now cleared. 
8. 7.6 – Entrance splay on renovated house on Newtown Raod – Clerk has advised 

MCC who are investigating. 
9. 7.7 – MCC have confirmed there is no restriction on parents collecting more than 

one roll of nappy sacks if required. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
Clerk 
 
 

 
 
Clerk 

9 Monmouthshire County Council update 
There was no update over and above that covered under items 5 & 6 above. 

 
 

10 Proposed closure of Goytre surgery - update  
The Aneurin Bevan Health Board have deferred their decision until Oct 30th.  In the 
meantime three ‘drop-in’ sessions have been held in the village and a fourth is 

scheduled for Oct 19th.  A public meeting is also to be held after the panel has met to 
present the options available.  Councillor Awni advised that the surgery dispatched a 
steady 1200 prescriptions per month so is very well used.  Councillor Awni also 
queried whether the diversity impact assessment would be made public and the 
make-up of the Health Board panel.  
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11 Jack & Jill’s – update 
Following the Chair’s e-mail to Paul Matthews, Ben Winstanley (who has now left 
MCC) had replied confirming that ‘the legal situation is now clear and we can move 

forward’ – although it was not clear what this meant.  Kathryn Edwards (Chair of 
school governors) has asked for clarification.  BW has confirmed there is no funding 
within MCC to work on the building – Andy Smith is our contact to establish if there 

is an opportunity to draw down grant monies for any works or community 
developments.  Gareth King is now our main contact and has offered a choice of 
dates to meet to progress.  Nick Ramsay offered to explore if any educational grants 
were available to help renovate the site.  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
NR 

12 Pop-up Post Office 

The Post office are proposing to offer a two-hour service every Friday afternoon 
(approx. 1 – 3 pm).  They will need small premises, ideally free of charge, given the 
low margins they will be working to. Options include: 
- The Community Centre – however this would prevent the running of an all 

day or holiday school club on a Friday. 
- The Goytre Arms - Have not responded despite being invited to show 

’interest’.   

- The Village Hall – Are happy for the PO to use but are looking for GFCC to 
cover the hire cost of £15 per for each 2-hour visit (so £780 per year). Clerk 
asked if a 50/50 partnership would be acceptable.  The VH Chair declined 
advising the £7.50 per hour rate was discounted from £10 – however this 
appeared at odds with the published rates.  It was agreed that Council would 
support the use of the Arthur Morris Room at £5 per hour for an initial period of 

12 months, with usage to be reviewed prior to renewal.  This was proposed by 
Councillor Awni and seconded by Councillor Thayers.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

13 Planning Applications 
1. DM/2018/01474 – Extension to existing building at The Cedars, Goytre, along 

the northern boundary to provide vehicle tracker installation area, additional 
office space and ancillary space relating to additional staff provision.  The 
Cedars, A4042 T Pencroesoped to Goytre, Goytre, Mons NP4 0JD. 

Response sent 08/10/18:  No issues or concerns were raised by Councillors, 
although one expressed disappointment that the use of solar panels or a heat 
pump were not included as part of the application. 

 
2. DM/2018/01454 - Planning Permission.  New single storey dwelling formed on 

land to rear of White House, Little Mill.  Land Behind White House Farm, Berthon 
Road, Little Mill, Pontypool, Monmouthshire, NP4 0HE.  No issues or concerns 
raised. 
 

3. DM/2018/01463 / DC/2015/01093 - Reserved Matters.  All reserved matters 

following outline approval.  Montana, Star Road, Penperlleni, Goytre, Pontypool, 
Monmouthshire, NP4 0AJ.  Councillors were unable to understand from the 
planning web site what the reserved matters were, and the implications of their 
removal.  Clerk to contact MCC for clarification.  
 

4. DM/2018/01658 - Listed Building Consent Heritage.  Removal of internal wall to 
provide for kitchen/diner and reopening of blocked up doorway in hallway. 

The Station House, Nant-y-derry Road, Nantyderry, Goytre, Abergavenny, 
Monmouthshire, NP7 9DW.  No issues or concerns raised. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
 
 
 

 
Clerk 
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14 Finance 

1. Review of accounts 

The latest cashflow statement was presented to the meeting.  Councillor Thayers 

spotted that the capital payments figure for Sept of £1043 had not cast across 
into the total column.  Clerk to fix.  There was no further comment or 
observation. Payments made since the previous meeting: 

                                                                                                       £ 

24/7 Plumbing & Heating (cistern repairs) 123.60 

MCC (Domestic rates) 35.00 

J P Lazenby (Clerk's expenses) 41.58 

HMRC (Tax & NI Q2) 704.98 

Signs of Cheshire (20 x magnets) 19.99 

Nest (Clerk's Pension) 21.76 

Beverley & Williams (Q3 payroll).  100.80 

Welsh Water (water supply installation) 1191.20 

Wyndham Jarman (Little Mill noticeboard installation) 88.00 

Merlin Waste 120.00 

Wages 38.61 

Wages 260.26 

J P Lazenby (Salary) 750.57 

Unity Trust Bank (quarterly service charge) 18.00 

Royal British Legion (2 x soldier silhouettes) 500.00 

Thomas Waste Management Ltd 43.20 

Elan City Ltd (Speed radar for School Lane) 2266.80 

MCC (Domestic rates – for public conveniences) 35.00 

  
 

The MBS account has now been closed with funds transferred to the CC’s Savings 

account with UTB. 

 

2. 2017/2018 Audit Report 
The 2017/2018 Audit has now been received with the following issues noted. 

- Although we correctly reported no liability to pay any employee gratuities, 
there was an ‘either or’ option in the main audit document that wasn’t 

crossed out to confirm this. This was a simple clerical error. 

- It is stated that the pages of the minutes that we submitted in support of the 
audit were not signed as a true and correct record. However, this was 
covered in a separate blanket statement & BDO (auditors) have 
acknowledged their error in writing.   

- We incorrectly used s137 for the donation to the football stands at Goytre 
AFC.  The CC’s statutory powers under s19 to provide recreational facilities 
should have been used.  In future Clerk will refer any such grey areas to 

OVW for a second opinion. 
 

3. Ton Land – Update 

-    Confirmation of the registration at the Land Registry has now been received. 

- Instructions to install the water supply have been given. 

- Potential tenant is still deciding if it is financially viable for him to lease the 
land.    
 

The Councillor payments of £150 (as recommended by the Independent 
Remuneration Panel for Wales) will be made at the beginning of November.  These 
are mandatory unless the individual Councillor declines the payment by advising the 
Clerk in writing.  The Clerk is still awaiting the decision or Bank details of one 
Councillor and asked that he be advised by the end of the week.  

A reminder has been received from NEST that employer pension contributions will 
rise from 2% to 3% and employee contributions from 3 to 5% from 6th April 2019. 

 
 
 

 
 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1091 

 

15 Traffic Calming Measures in Little Mill 

Councillor Deakins and the Clerk met with Glasdon to look at installing a village 
gateway. However, having walked the road, the Glasdon rep advised (and it was 

agreed) that the verges were not sufficiently wide to install a gate at the Monkswood 
end of the village (they cannot impinge on the footpath).  The speed of the traffic at 
the other end of the village (where vehicles appeared to be travelling at less than 30 

mph) suggested that the expense of a gate would not be justified.  

Clerk to investigate whether speed bumps could be installed as an alternative. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Clerk 

16 Goytre War Memorial / Silent Soldier Silhouettes 
Mike Jones has approached the Council regarding the possibility of establishing a war 
memorial in the village.  Some initial designs have been received – the likely cost 

would be in the region of £10k – with the CC making a donation and a fund-raising 
committee contributing the rest. MJ is to take forward to gauge community interest 
after this year’s poppy appeal.  In the interim he requested the purchase of a silent 
soldier.  Councillors confirmed Council should purchase one for each village through 
a donation of £500 under section 137, which the Clerk had previously ordered due to 
time constraints.  The confirmation to purchase was proposed by Councillor Welford 

and seconded by Councillor Morrey. 

 

17 Clerk’s Office Expenses – Home Working Allowance.   
It was agreed that the Clerk should be paid a Home Working Allowance of £15 per 

month (within HRMC guidelines) to cover the costs of Telephone, Electricity etc 
incurred in running the Community Council’s ‘office’.  Proposed by Councillor Awni 
and seconded by Councillor Thayers. 
 

 
 

 
Clerk 

18 Model Standing Orders from One Voice Wales 
The Clerk had previously sent through suggested inclusions / amends to the new 

model standing orders.  After discussion and review the following inserts / 
amendments were agreed for inclusion. 
 

• Page 7, 1t  - insert 10 
• Page 8, 3c – retain the first option in bold 

• Page 9, f – insert 20 mins (so for max two speakers) 

• Page 9, g – insert 10 mins (as now) 
• Page 9, i  -  remove first option in square brackets 
• Page 10, w – insert 2 
• Page 11, v – insert 7 days 
• Page 12, c – amend time to 7.30 pm 
• Page 14,  6c – leave square bracket options in 
• Page 14, 6d  - leave all square bracket options in 

• Page 14, 6d – insert 7 days for the calling of an extraordinary meeting, and 
2 members for each of the remaining options 

• Page 14, 7a – requirement for a special motion – insert 4 members 
• Page 15, 9b – insert 10 
• Page 15, 9d – insert 10 
• Page 18, 13c  - delete County Borough option in square brackets 
• Page 18, 14a  - delete County Borough option in square brackets 

• Page 19, 15b (ii)  - insert 2 days 
• Page 19, 15b (ix) –  delete Data Protection Officer (no longer a requirement) 
• Page 20, 15b (xv) – remove entire paragraph and replace with: 

Refer a planning application received by the Council to all council members 
by means of e-mail within two working days of receipt (or as soon as 
possible thereafter in the event of office closure), where the application 

requires consideration before the next ordinary meeting to comply with 
normal planning consultation timescales (usually 21 days). The Clerk / 
Proper officer to respond based on individual comments / consensus of 
opinions, and confirm response at the next ordinary meeting.  

• Page 22, 18a (v) – amend amount in square brackets to £500 in accordance 
with resolution passed at ASM in May this year  

• Pages 23 & 24, 19 a/b/c/d/e – insert disciplinary sub-committee and appeals 

sub-committee in all open brackets 
• Page 24, 21a - delete as no longer required of Community Councils 

• Page 25, 23b - delete first option as GFCC doesn’t have a common seal 
• Page 25, 24 a/ b – delete County Borough options 
• Page 26, 26b – insert 4  

 
It was agreed that the new model standing orders be adopted with the above 
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amendments and inclusions. Proposed by Councillor Butler and seconded by 
Councillor Welford. Clerk to update new model standing orders and add GFCC logo.  
The current IRPW determinations will also be included for reference. 

 
 
Clerk 

19 Reports for Inclusion on Monthly agenda 
The Chair asked those present to consider which reports should be included as a 
matter of course, so this can be discussed at next month’s meeting.  

 
 

20 Donations 
No donation requests had been received for consideration. 

 

21 Reports – questions based on previously distributed update 
(distributed report reproduced below).  

 
• Little Mill Village Hall  

-  Firework display as usual on 5th November. 
 

• Goytre Village Hall  

- There are plans to continue to invest in the facilities and lighting in the 
village hall subject to funds. 

- Support for the Village coffee morning and book exchange was offered and 
accepted. 

- Coffee morning and book exchange 
The first Village Hall coffee morning went extremely well with around 35 
people attending. Lots of cakes - home baked and donated were enjoyed 
The book exchange facility was well stocked with a range of donated books 
from villagers - enough books to stock at least 2 bookcases. Lots of activity 

in the book corner and very much appreciated as a new village facility.  
Some offers of help received and the event is planned to be a Village Hall 
feature every first Wednesday of the month 11 am until 1pm 
Next meetings planned for Nov 7th & Dec 5th. 

•  

Goytre School Governors 

- The headteacher (Nicola Sutherland) has resigned. The Governors are 
looking to appoint a temporary head pending a more permanent 
appointment next year.  
 

• Goytre Community Centre  

- Plans are in place to utilise the venue as a facility for community education. 

- The advert for new committee members is underway. 

- There is currently no permanent Chairperson. 

• Goytre After School Club 

- No report submitted. 

• Goytre Scout Hut 

- No report submitted. 

• Public Conveniences 
 - Nothing to report  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

22 Communications 
The use of the red chalk spray on dog mess has attracted some adverse comments 

on the village Facebook page.  
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23 Advertising 
Councillor Welford advised that the deadline for submissions to the next Usk & 
Raglan Diary (Jan / Feb 2019) is December. 

 

24 The Chair mentioned that as the Community Centre Committee had no Chairperson, 
he was willing to stand and asked councillors to consider this in anticipation of the 
item being added to the agenda for next month.  During the discussions Councillor 
Howells abruptly left the meeting without comment.  

 

25 Date of Next Meeting - Monday 19th November at Goetre Fawr Community Centre, 
commencing at 7.30 pm.     

 
All 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:  ......................................................  Date:  ...........................  


