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Glasgow’s architecture 
is distinctively Scottish 
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WHA’S LIKE US? 

DAMN FEW AND THEIR A’ DIED! 

 

The average Englishman in the home he calls his castle slips into his national costume, a shabby raincoat, 
patented by Chemist Charles Macintosh from Glasgow, Scotland. 

En-route to his office he strides along the English lane, surfaced by John Macadam of Ayr, Scotland. 

He drives an English car fitted with tyres invented by John Boyd Dunlop, Veterinary Surgeon of Dreghorn, 

Scotland. 
At the office he receives the mail bearing adhesive stamps invented by John Chalmers, Bookseller and Printer of 

Dundee, Scotland. 
During the day he uses the telephone invented by Alexander Graham Bell, born in Edinburgh, Scotland. At 

home in the evening his daughter pedals her bicycle invented by Kirkpatrick Macmillan, Blacksmith of Thornhill, 
and Dumfriesshire, Scotland. 

He watches the news on television, an invention of John Logie Baird of Helensburgh, Scotland, and hears an 
item about the U.S. Navy founded by John Paul Jones of Kirkbean, Scotland. 

Nowhere can an Englishman turn to escape the ingenuity of the Scots. 
He has by now been reminded too much of Scotland and in desperation he picks up the Bible, only to find that 

the first man mentioned in the good book is a Scot, King James VI, who authorized its translation. 
He could take to drink but the Scots make the best in the world. 
He could take a rifle and end it all, but the breech-loading rifle was invented by Captain Patrick Ferguson of 

Pitfours, Scotland. 
If he escaped death, he could find himself on an operating table injected with penicillin, discovered by Sir 

Alexander Fleming of Darvel, Scotland, and given chloroform, an anesthetic discovered by Sir James Young 
Simpson, Obstetrician and Gynecologist of Bathgate, Scotland. 

Out of the anesthetic he would find no comfort in learning that he was as safe as the Bank of England founded 
by William Paterson of Dumfries, Scotland. 

Perhaps his only remaining hope would be to get a transfusion of guid Scottish blood which would entitle him 

to ask: "Wha's Like Us?"  

Wha’s like us?   Damn few and they’re a’ died 



Up until the 1960’s the best way to get around  Glasgow was by 
tramcar was a lot and every one used the tramcar - even the 
indispensable coal-blackened faced chimney sweeps.  



St. Enoch Underground Station and the St. Enoch Mall Entrance (right).  
The underground is used by 14 million passengers annually.   



St. Enoch Railways Station 
and Hotel  opened in 
18796and was demolished in 
1977 (ironcally  during the 
Architectural Heritage Year).  



The Railway station was converted into this beautiful and 
spacious St. Enoch Mall 



A must see in Glasgow is the Huntarian Museum 
in Glasgow University which has displays from 
artifacts from the Roman occupation in the 
district, Lord Kelvin’s contributions to the 
development of electricity and communications, 
and Scottish contribution to medicine and 
surgery, and a huge number of items collected 
by Dr. Hunter. 



Glasgow dozens of  very large church buildings of beautiful architecture ; such as the 5 in 
this photo alone.  Most  are no longer religious centres and derelict or have been re-
worked into luxury condominiums , offices, community centres - and even pubs.  



The old Kelvinside Parish Church has been converted into the Òran Mór, meaning the 'great 
melody of life' or 'big song‘ ii the best beer & pub Grub and great venue for lunch thearter, 
private and public events  on the corner of Byers Road and Great Western Road.,in Glasgow  





Govan Old Parish Church  is the latest in a series of churches dating back to the  
earliest period of Christianity. It has the largest collection of early  9th century 
Christian stone carvings. 



There five Viking hog-backed tombstones; 17 Celtic 
stones, Celtic crosses adapted as gravestones, 17th, 
18th centuries. Govan has remarkable heritage of 
early Christian carved stones. No fewer than thirty-
one monuments survive, mostly intact and highly 
decorated. They span the 9th to 10th centuries, and 
they represent one of the largest and most 
interesting collections of early mediaeval sculpture in 
Scotland. They range from a sarcophagus and 
recumbent cross-slabs to free-standing crosses and 
cross-slabs, together with a remarkable group of five 
Viking hogback monuments. 



Less than an hour from Glasgow by suburban train Largs has this monument.   



Glasgow is famous for its graceful architecture 



The world’s largest Terracotta fountains; Glasgow Green  



Glasgow 
City 
Chambers 
on George 
Square 





GLASGOW CITY HALL 

Alexander Robertson 



Is the lighting Heavenly or just  psychedelic. It all depends  on how much beer 
you had in this fine pub & restaurant in fashionable Kelvingrove,  Glasgow 
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Glasgow University 
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Glasgow’s Kelvingrove Museum (top) and Sauchiehall Street (bottom left) and  Buchanan Street 
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Glasgow presrves its old gems while embracing the ultra-modern    
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After you have a fine walk about town and rest in a fine 
garden you can order lunch  from a retired Police Box 



The Mitchell Library in 1950 (left) and 2009. The library was more-or-less across the street from our apartment 
and  In  the 1950’s, at the 8-10 years old,  I was allowed to use the library, so long as I minded my manners. In 
fact, I had my library  card renewed in 2007!  The  top-left photo is the view of the library from our apartment on 
Elmbank Crescent.  The top right photo I took in 2007. Below ids the reading room in 1950 which hasn’t really 
since then as shown in a recent photo.   The library was extremely important in my career development. For it 
was hear that began to natural history books at an early age of about 10 years  and would make many trips from 
the highlands especially to spend time in the Mitchell.  

Alexander Robertson 



Opposite  the corner of Cleveland Street 
on Kent Road  was the  imposing St. 
Andrews Hall with magnificent sculptures 
on is facade of St. Andrews Hall on Berkley 
Street  - adjoined to the even more grand 
Mitchell Library. In 1962 fire St. Andrews 
Hall which rebuilt exactly as it was  before 
the fire. It  is now the home of Mitchell 
Library, Theatre and the James Moir Hall.  
 
p.s., In the late 1940’s  Alexander Robertson  began 
using the  library when he lived opposite  Mitchel/St. 
Andrews Hall  in the late 1940’s and still  holds a  valid 
membership card 
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Rolls Royce’s  and Pipers  are  a classy part of the Scottish landscape architecture    

Alexander Robertson 

Getting Married in Style wi’ a fine looking piper and  a Rolls Royce 
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The PS Comet, built in 1812 built on the Clyde, was the  first steamship in regular service in 
Europe. For those who plan on staying longer in Glasgow and would like a boat trip down the River 
Clyde to Largs - there’s no finer way than to siail on the  PS Waverley, built in 1946/7 and is the last 
operational sea-going paddle steamer service in the world.  In this photo is approaching Largs pier 
having sailed from  Glasgow Docks. The steamer is beautiful, sleek and very quiet.  
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 The Antonine Wall that crosses Scotland is not as well-known nor as well-preserved  as 
Hadrian’s Wall. The inscription reads ‘For the Emperor Caesar Titus Aelius  Hadrianus  Antoninus 
Augustus Pius, Father of his Country, the Second Augustan Legion completed [the Wall] over a 
distance of 4655 paces’. 

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/antonine_wall_leaflet.pdf  

http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/antonine_wall_leaflet.pdf
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/antonine_wall_leaflet.pdf
http://www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/antonine_wall_leaflet.pdf
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Napiers “Comet” the first steam ship 



100+ yr old SS Sir Walter Scott – in 2010, diesel replaced coal for production of steam.   





For those who plan on staying longer in Glasgow and would like a boat trip down the River Clyde to Largs 
- there’s no finer way than to appreciate the beauty of the Firth of Clyde than to sail on the PS Waverley, 
built in 1946/7 and is the last operational sea-going paddle steamer service in the world.  In this photo is 
approaching Largs pier having sailed from Glasgow Docks. The steamer is beautiful, sleek and very quiet.  



George Bennie’s  Railplane- 1930 
 

The photos show an interesting example of Scottish engineering of a test track for a 
railplane that built in 1930 for the George Bennie Milngavie, a suburb on the north 
side of Glasgow,. The Railplane was intended to combine the advantages of aircraft 
and railway technology.  

An earliest  German version of railplane  in 1919) Left) and  a !931 version  which, on June 
21, 1931, kept up  a speed of 230 km per hour for about 20 km. 



The Giant Finnestone Crane   



The Scottish Exhibition Centre (‘the armadillo’) and the giant Finieston Crane. 



Glasgow has alswas been at the forefront of shipbuilding design, engineering and 
construction from small ferries, to huge bulk carriers, luxury liners, like the Queen 
Elisabeth  2, and currently Queen Elizabeth Class aircraft carriers.  



The brand new Riverside Transport Museum 

Glasgow next to the Conference Centre 



Which window is the entrance? 









Early  19th century Clyde-Built Steamships 



Seaplane taking off from an old shipyard  beside the Science centre on 
the river for a  tour of  the Loch Lomond and area  



Falkirk Wheel – the world’s 
largest but lift on the Forth-
It Replace locks like those at 
the western of at Glasgow. 









The winter Palace. Glasgow Green 



The gardens were created in 1817, and run by theRoyal Botanic Institution of Glasgow and were 
intended to supply the University of Glasgow especially famous William Hooker.  Regious 
Professor  of botany at Glasgow University, and contributed to the development of the Botanic 
Gardens before his appointment to the directorship of Kew Gardens in London. The gardens were 
originally used for concerts and other events, and in 1891 the gardens were incorporated in to the 
Parks and Gardens of the City of Glasgow 



Glasgow Botanical 
Gardens is renowned 
for its sculptures, 
plant collections  and 
contribution to 
botanical research 
and its parkland.  



On the banks of the once heavily indutrialized River Clyde, Glasgow has embrace 
modern architecture while preserving the old.  













FULL STEAM AHEAD 

This is no ordinary car. Why? It is powered by steam and you don’t need a key to get it going, but 
you will need: 
- a blowtorch – like a flame thrower 
- Fuel – for boiling water 
- water (lots of it – to turn into steam 
- a good ear – to listen for certain sounds 
-    an eye for detail – those little dials on the dashboard  can warn of big, bad problems 
- Plenty care – flames, steam and boiling water are dangerous 
-    Patience – this steam car takes 25 minutes to get started 



Paisley – Birth Place of the London Cab 





The museum has such a huge collection of antique cars that many are in 
storage in the basement, while many others are displayed on rows of single 
and double shelves on the walls. storage were hung up on the walls! 



A new Mitsubzu 


