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Seaford Chalk Cliffs 



The Seven Sisters  Country Park is named after the famous chalk cliffs on the Sussex 
Heritage Coast, one of Britain's finest unspoiled coastlines.  



The Downs and Farmland between Eastbourne (right) and Seaford 



The edges very unstable of the  chalk cliffs are eroding at the rate of one meter/year 
making it dangerous to walk close to he edge such that even the lighthouse was moved 
away from the shore, and will need to be moved again in few years.  



Many people tempt fate standing on the edge of the cliffs (top left) or sitting too close the 
bottom where falling rocks land.  



Along the south coast  there old fortifications - especially during the 
Napoleonic  war of 1812, such as this one is at Seaford 



There are numerous public footpaths throughout the farmland  and woods 



The Seven Sisters Sheep Centre has one of the largest collection of breeds of sheep 
in the world - with over 40 different breeds of sheep. They have many older breeds 
no longer seen on modern farms. We have a good range of colored fleeces for 
home spinners. 



Walkers are free to roam the hills and farms along well-trodden public foot paths and share  the hills 
with livestock;  such the sheep  grazing on the Downs above Willingdon. In winter, small woodlands 
(below)  around Jevington provide shelter for livestock. 





Across-slope sheep trails in a sheltered gully 



The Downs above Willingdon are popular for flying remote- controlled model aircraft 
(without engines) 



The Coast Guard Houses at the beginning of tidal Cuckmere River 



Despite the futile struggle for some species to develop into trees,  Cuckmere Haven’s 
meadows and river are very productive and make an exceptionally beautiful  landscape.  



Cuckmere Haven 



Cuckmere Haven 



A resting dairy herd at Litlington on Cuckmere Haven 



Cuckmere Haven 



Cuckmere Haven 



Cattle on Cuckmere Haven  
Note there horizontal trees shaped by salty wind 



Cuckmere Haven grow in a relatively benign typical of the south coast 
English climate, The horizontal trees on and the woods on the ridges above 
were shaped by persistent, light onshore winds laden with sea salt.  



The sheer artistry of a rugged wind-shaped tree on Cuckmere Haven 



 Sheer determination characterizes the wind shaped tree, the double canopy of a wood, 
wind-shaped grass. Across the trail to the right is  a very challenging and windy golf course.  



Stunted, and very compact shrubbery and woods characterize the slopes on both 
sides of Cuckmere Haven. The grass is generally kept short by livestock and rabbits.   



On more exposed ridges close to the sea above Cuckmere Haven,  woody species, that are 
normally small trees, adapt to salty wind by by developing exceptionally dense growth  



Dykes  are on the both sides of the River Cuckmere  
to protect the the rich farmland.   



Descending down to Cuckmere Haven after a day wandering along the edge of the 
Seven Sisters Cliffs.  



Without exception, the landscape around Cuckmere  River is splendid and productive 



The view from Friston Forest, and the house in Seaford where Alfred Lord Tennyson lived. 



The Litlington White Horse (hill figure)  
Between Alfriston and Seaford a large white horse carved onto the side of the downs looks east over the river Cuckmere. The 
horse was carved into the chalk on Hindover Hill just below the White Way, which also takes it's name from the chalk. There are 
actually two white horses on the hill, the first is no more, lasting only until the 1920's, cut either in 1838 by James Pagden of 
Frog Firle Farm and his two brothers, to commemorate the coronation of Queen Victoria or in 1860 by two youths who saw a 
patch of bare chalk in the turf that looked like a horses head and added the body. The second, still visible today and in very 
good condition was cut in 1924 by John T, Ade, Mr. Bovis and Eric Hobbis. The three men cut the horse overnight with a full 
moon to see by so as to startle the locals with the sudden appearance of the horse in the morning and make the men famous. 
Since it's initial cutting, the horse and Frog Firle Farm have been acquired by the National Trust in 1991 and has been scoured 
several times. The first scouring was after it had been camouflaged during the war in 1930. East Sussex County Council scoured 
it in the 1980's during which they changed the position of the legs from standing to prancing to help prevent slippage of the 
chalk rubble used to fill the figure. The latest scouring for this 90 foot hill figure was in 1993. 



Farms and woodlands  on the South Downs, around Jevington  for example,  
have been cultivated on chalk for centuries 





The Cuckoo Trail 
Is owned by Wealden District Council and East Sussex 
County Council. It was opened in 1880, the Cuckoo 
Line was the Polegate to Eridge railway built by the 
London Brighton and South Coast Railway to prevent 
its rival, the South Eastern Railway, accessing the 
Eastbourne traffic. It was named the Cuckoo Line after 
the tradition that the first cuckoo of spring was always 
heard at the Heathfield Fair. In time it settled down to 
become a country railway carrying milk, coal, livestock 
and timber as well as passengers. As buses and lorries 
gradually removed its traffic, train service ceased in 
1965 to passengers and 1968 to freight and the track 
was then torn up.   
The Cuckoo Trail  was  developed as a trail  14 miles 
long walking/cycling trail along the route of the railway 
bed, linking three of the District’s larger towns; 
Heathfield, Hailsham and Polegate. It also passes 
through the villages of Horam and Hellingly. extension 
south of Polegate takes the Trail onto Eastbourne. 



Along the Cuckoo Trail on an old railway 
bed from Polegate to Mayfield 









There are still many fine examples of  thatched roofs in throughout England in 
general – such as these house in Seaford, and the Victorian shelter on the 
seaside  esplanade in Eastbourne  



Gibby’s Cottage  is a medieval House beside the Jevington Road.   



A medieval house in  East Dean  







Geraldine enjoying a well-earned  beer garden of a medieval 
inn and pub after a 15 km hike on along the Cuckoo Trail 



The George inn was first Licensed in 1397, and has 
the architecture and ambience of a medieval  pub  



















The Manor Gardens in Bexhill Old Town, are  beautiful and peaceful. The ruins of a 
Manor house  that was built about 1250,  probably on the instructions of St. Richard, 
Bishop of Chichester.  In 1561 Queen Elizabeth I took possession of Bexhill Manor and 
three years later gave it to Sir Thomas Sackville, Earl of Dorset. The Earls, later Dukes, 
of Dorset owned Bexhill until the mid 19th century.  It now owned by the  District 
Council.   

















The Garden in Royal Tunbridge Wells was a favorite with young Queen  (then 
Princess)  Victorian.  times the town became known for evangelical Christianity, 
epitomised by the preaching of Canon Edward Hoare, and marked now by various 
place names and many churches. Over the years it has attracted many royal 
visitors; the Royal appellation was awarded in 1909 in recognition of the town’s 
popularity with the young Queen Victoria. 













Churches  







Hastings 





Ashford 
































































