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Malta's first settlers 
Maltese islands were first inhabited around 5200 BC by Stone Age hunters or farmers who made their way to 
Malta from Sicily using rafts. The earliest remains of  stone walls on Malta wall dating back to the Ghar 
Dalam  phase (5,000-4,300 BC). Ghar Dalam (Cave of Darkness). The ramans of course built great walled cities; i.e., 
Mdina in Rabat  (bottom left) and  on Malta’s sister island  Gozo  (right) and many other “Keeps” along the seaside.  

http://www.malta.com/en/attraction/culture/temple-historical-site/ghar-dalam-cave-and-museum


The Tarxien Temples date from 3600-2500 BC 
and are the most complex of all temple sites in 
Malta, consisting of four megalithic structures. 
The temples are renowned for the detail of their 
carvings, which include domestic animals 
carved in relief, altars, and screens decorated 
with spiral designs and other patterns. Of 
particular note is a chamber set into the 
thickness of the wall between the South and 
Central temples, which is famous for its relief of 
two bulls and a sow. The site seems to have 
been used extensively for rituals, which 
probably involved animal sacrifice. 
Tarxien is also of great interest because it offers 
an insight into how the temples were 
constructed: stonerollers left outside the south 
temple were probably used for transporting the 
megaliths. Remains of cremation have also been 
found at the centre of the South temple at 
Tarxien, which indicates that the site was reused 
as a Bronze Age cremation cemetery. 
 

Malta has some of the oldest and most ornate stone work dating back to the bronze age. 
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The islands later came under the control of Cartage (400 BC) and then of the Roman Rebublic  (218 BC). The islands prospered under 
Roman rule, and were eventually distinguished as a municipium . Many Roman antiquities still exist, testifying to the close link 
between the Maltese inhabitants and the people of Rome. In AD 60, the New Testament records that St. Paul was shipwrecked on an 
island named Melite, which many Bible scholars and Maltese conflate with Malta; there is a tradition that the shipwreck took place 
on the shores of the aptly named "Saint Paul's Bay". Romans were master builders and the walls, edifices still stand and sculptures in 
remarkable condition.  
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The hypogeum in Malta is the only prehistoric 
underground temple in the world. Thought to 
have been originally a sanctuary, it became 
a prehistoric necropolis  where the remains of 
more than 7,000 individuals have been 
discovered during the course of the excavation 
The Hypogeum consists of halls, chambers and 
passages hewn out of the living rock and 
covering some 500 square metres. The rock-cut 
chambers are of diverse shapes and sizes, 
finished to different standards of workmanship. 
The complex is grouped in three levels – the 
upper level (3600-3300 BC), the middle level 
(3300-3000 BC) and the lower level (3150 -
2500 BC). The deepest room in the lower level 
is 10.6 metres under road surface. The upper 
level consists of a large hollow with a central 
passage and burial chambers cut on each side. 
The middle level consists of various chambers 
very smoothly finished, which give the 
impression of built masonry. 

Building with rocks on Malta is an ancient art. For example, the  megalithic 
temples on the islands of Malta and Gozo are 'the oldest free-standing 
monuments in the world dating from approximately 3150 BC. For example, 
There Tarxien, (below) is just one of about 8 standing stones that are  much 
older than Stonehenge. They are, moreover, remarkable for their diversity of 
form and decoration.  The catacombs of St. Pauls in Rabat St. Paul’s 
Catacombs are some of the most prominent features 
of Malta’spaleochristian archaeology. The archaeological clearing of the site 
has revealed an extensive system of underground galleries and tombs dated 
from the fourth to the ninth centuries AD. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleochristian


With a history 6,000 years old, Malta is a cultural gem in the Mediterranean 
Sea. Its earliest residents built underground rooms and soaring stone temples 
long before the Phoenicians and the Romans arrived and built magnificent 
aqueducts most fed by small rivers. Wind pumps  – the earliest known built 
Heron of  of Alexandria. Early versions of the modern wind pump may have 
been introduced to Malta by Knights of St. John during their crusades. Below 
is an example of an old irrigation aqueduct and a windpump that would have 
filled it with water from an aquifer.  
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The windpump is used primarily to pump water from the aquifer and into a stone with 
trough on the top.  The stone wall is a notch above  the standard rubble wall.   
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Malta has been inhabited  from around 5200 BC. Considering the sheer number of elaborate Neolithic ruins,  
suggest that they would also have many walls  to conserve soil moisture for crop farming and, by the time 
Romans arrived may also have build small  aqueducts to supply water for crops. By the medieval period  (or 
earlier) windpumps would have been introduce.   
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A stone wall with an aquifer for water ing 
the fields. The windmill that drew water 
has been dismantle and was situated 
where the corrugated iron sheets used 
for a shed.  
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In many cases, electric pumps have replaced the windpump for irrigation 
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Two views of the stone walls at Buske Gardens , for farms for production where irrigation water is supplied by windpump (centre 
of photo) and irrigation priviided through perforated hoses (bottom). The village of Dingli is on the hilltop.  
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Stone wall construction at  Dingli in west Malta  

It took them about 3 weeks to build the section (middle) going back almost to the radar station.  Note the 
hearting  (small tightly packed stones) which will be capped with a layer of cement.  
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The humble stone wall with aquifer 
used by farmers is said to be have 
been used  on Malta at least for 
3,000 years. Whereas, this 
elaborated aquifer that supplied 
water to Valletta was built but the 
Knights of Malta a mere 400 years 
ago. As you can see from the cast 
iron pipe it was in use fairly recently.  
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Valletta owes its existence to the Knights of St John, who planned the city 
as a refuge to care for injured soldiers and pilgrims during the Crusades in 
the 16th century.  One of the great achievements was Valletta Great ditch 
hued out by hand and the rocks being built on the bastions walls that 
surrounf the Valletta. Image these of stone walls built downwards! 
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