
 

 

  

 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 16th October 

2017 at 7.30 pm in the village hall. 

 

Present: Gina Moore (in the chair), Andrew Clark, Alex Smith, Kirsten Johnson (County 

Councillor) for part, John Walsh (District Councillor) for part, Catherine Chester (Clerk) 

 

65a.  Apologies Charlie Burt, David Polgreen, David Stern 

 

66.  Declarations of interest in Agenda items - None 

 

67.  Approve and sign minutes of meeting held on Monday 11th September 2017 previously 

circulated.  These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and duly signed by the 

Chair.   

 

68. Public Forum  

Dave Pullen gave an update on Village Hall Committee bank balance. (£3269-94) 

Richard and Hannah, who have recently moved into the village, were warmly welcomed to 

Stanton St John. 

Tim Knowles gave objections to amendment to plans at Hawkhill Place on grounds of 

volume, Green Belt and previous related planning decisions. John Walsh (District Councillor) 

supported those objections. Andrew Clark will attend any eventual Planning Committee 

meeting, should it reach that stage. 

John Walsh also spoke about the recently revised Local Plan and the need to submit 

comments by 22nd November, even if the same as before, as all previous comments are now 

null and void. You can find out more about the consultation on South Oxford’s Local Plan 

and how to respond on the CPRE website www.cpreoxon.org.uk  

John Walsh was aware that the rubbish collection system has changed and that there have 

been difficulties in some areas as the food collection has not taken place on the correct day. 

This has been due to new drivers on the route. 

The Chair then changed the order of business: 

73. Traffic on Pound Lane deferred until next meeting. 

STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

http://www.cpreoxon.org.uk/


 

 

74. Village Hall 

As funds in the Village Hall Committee are tight and repairs in recent years have cost 

£16000, with more expenditure approaching, it was resolved not to ask the Village Hall 

Committee to reimburse the Parish Council for the roof repairs carried out in the summer. 

This will have implications for future budgeting. 

69. Matters Arising from last meeting 

Andrew Clark to liaise with the Clerk about Neighbourhood Plan. 

Alex Smith to mediate between Richard Stanley and neighbours. 

Good Neighbour Scheme: Alex will circulate date on village email network. 

Cairns Fudge Cricket club loan repayment is anticipated. 

Oxford to Cambridge Expressway: Kirsten Johnson (County Councillor) said 19 parishes 

oppose the Southern route. An action group to oppose the development has been set up. 

Contact Kirsten if you would like to get involved.  £27 million has already been spent by the 

National Infrastructure Commission in costing routes for this scheme. Their route costings 

show it will be £400 million cheaper to go along the A34 and then to north of the city. 

Community Fund: Kirsten outlined how the fund was being used by other parishes. Deadline 

for applications Dec 31st. Kirsten said costs for implementing speed limit of 20mph in other 

villages have been from £3000, depending on number of signs and other traffic calming 

measures if so desired. 

70 Planning  

70.1 Planning applications received: 

a) P17/S2048/FUL Hawkhill Place OX33 1HS 

Parish Council considers that this should be refused on grounds of volume, bulk, design, 

style, character of area, impact on Green Belt and being contrary to a previous planning 

decision. 

b) P17S3441/HH 18 Middle Road OX33 1HD 

No objections from the council. 

70.2 Planning decisions to be noted. 

P16/S0450/FUL 

Appeal for development in the grounds of the crematorium. APPEAL DISMISSED. 

70.3 Planning decisions pending: 

a) P17/S2894/HH Dragonsfield OX33 1HQ  

Amendments to this plan were received by the Clerk after the agenda had been drafted. She 

had applied to the Planning Department for an extension to the decision deadline so that 



 

 

the amendments could be discussed on Nov 20th meeting of the Parish Council. No reply to 

her request had been received at the time of the meeting. Please respond individually to the 

Planning Department if you would like to have your views heard on the amended plans. 

b) P17/S3052/FUL Rectory Farm OX33 1HF 

71. Finance 

71.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations: 

It was resolved to contribute £100 to Citizens’ Advice Bureau. 

72.2 Accounts for payment were approved: 

                             Former Clerk’s Pay 30th August to 27th September 2017  £381.20 

     Former Clerk’s expenses                               £445.98 

                             Present Clerk’s Pay 2nd October to 16th October 2017                      £194.80 

                             Present Clerk’s training                                                                           £97.40 

                             Present Clerk’s expenses                                                                        £25.89 

     BGG grass cutting                               £48.00             

71.3 No receipts 

71.4 Balances at bank (latest available at time of printing) 

  Current Account as at 31 August 2017    £10,485.18 

  Deposit Account as at 1 July 2017                 £9,412.07 

71.5 It was resolved to engage the services of the usual internal auditor, Philip Hood.  

71.6 Change of correspondence address letter for Co-operative bank was signed. Scottish 

Widows have a lengthy form to complete. This will be in hand for the next meeting. 

72. Anti-social toxic burning 

Councillors and other neighbours have been experiencing pollution from bonfires in the 

vicinity of the village. It is difficult to identify the source of the fires, but the fumes and 

smoke are a nuisance and environmentally offensive. 

Action: Clerk to put a note in Four Parishes Newsletter about this, requesting consideration 

and with a reminder not to burn anything that would generate toxic fumes. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

75. Village wall repairs 

Gina Moore and Kirsten Johnson met Ewan Siret from OCC on site. Mr Siret confirmed that 

OCC is responsible for upkeep of walls and footpaths and that the repair work must be to 

conservation standards in a conservation area. He explained that our repairs would be low 

on the County Council priority list because of more serious and urgent work.   As SSJ PC has 

had experience in commissioning and carrying out this sort of work, he suggested that SSJ 

PC send a letter to OCC requesting that they give us the money to carry out the repairs in 

their stead. Mr Siret provided the Parish Council with a very helpful template regarding 

standards and methods of repair 

Action: Gina Moore to draft a letter to OCC requesting monies to carry out the repairs by a 

contractor of our choice. 

76. Safety improvements on B4027 

The distance of visibility of VAS sign would be improved by some judicious tree trimming. 

Action: Gina Moore to look into the possibility of cutting back the foliage. 

‘Please drive carefully through our village’ signs are in production at the forge and will be 

installed when ready. 

77. Correspondence Received 

i) Please respond to Local Plan by 22nd Nov. 

v) Holford Trust search for an archivist. It was suggested that the Trust advertises in the Four 

Parishes newsletter. 

vi) Clerk to send email to Horton-cum-Studley PC to say that we can support them with the 

Horton Road project to reduce speed, but it needs to be part of Stanton St John’s parish 

speed reduction plan. 

xi) Training for new Clerk approved. 

x) The Ground Care company request to tender for ground maintenance was noted. 

 

The Chair closed the meeting at 9pm. 

Next SSJ Parish Council meetings: 20th November 2017 and 18th December 2017 7:30pm, 

Village Hall  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


