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STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at The Village Hall on Monday 13th April 2015 at 
7.30pm.  

Present: Parish Councillors: Gina Moore, David Polgreen, Alex Smith, Penny Corbett, David 
Stern 

Russell Warner, Anne Purse, Jim Clark, Jamie Newall, Nicholas Braithwaite, Sally Braithwaite, 
David Pullen, Richard Ebbs, Julian Money, PCSO Diane Greenwood, Judy Nisbet, Sheila 
Pullen, Ian Costar, Ray Young, Deirdre Young, Fariba Battye, Peter Wingfield-Stratford plus 1 
other 

Presiding: David Polgreen  (Chairman of Stanton St John Parish Council) 

 
1. Apologies for absence: Andrew Clark 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 14th April 2014 – these were duly signed by the 
 Chairman as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
3.  Chairman’s Report 
Hello everyone and thank you so much for coming along this evening to our Annual Parish 
Meeting. I am just going to report on what the PC have been up to over the last year and 
what we might do next year. Although there are elections coming you are looking at your 
council for the next four years as, hard as it is to believe, no one else has put their name 
forward. In fact we will currently be one down so if anyone would like to fill the vacancy 
please let us know. 
A couple of major opportunities have come our way over the last year, pricey opportunities 
but opportunities we felt we had no choice to take and that would benefit the parish for years 
to come. Firstly we have arranged to lease the recreation ground from New College. The 
ground had been in a trust which had unfortunately become obsolete and rather than let it be 
offered to anyone else we thought we should secure it for the village. We have already 
formed a good relationship with Cairns Fudge Cricket club who have been maintaining the 
pitch and pavilion and we will be hearing more about their plans later. If anyone has any 
ideas for the ground we would like to hear them. 
Secondly council members have pushed for Stanton St John to be part of the local fibre optic 
broadband network. It was built last year and we now have some of the fastest broadband 
speeds in the country available for every household. Thanks once again to Gerry Bloomfield 
for working with Gigaclear to make this happen. 
Elsewhere we have been trying to ensure the parish is well maintained, repairing verges, 
curbs, posts and lights. This is also expensive and with increasing costs we have been forced 
to raise the precept again this year by 1000 pounds. We have to take responsibility for these 
jobs as the local councils say they have no funds to make adequate repairs. Over the next 
few months we need to make several repairs and are working on replacing some of the 
unsightly verge posts along Pound Lane and elsewhere.  
Last year we also organised the cleaning of the war memorial to make sure we remember 
those from the parish who lost their lives in the first and second world wars. 
Thanks must go out to Julian Money for doing a great job of looking after the village hall 
grounds and playground. Julian has replaced the posts supporting the swings because they 
were rotten. He reports that much of the rest of the playground is going the same way and 
will need replacing very soon as it is becoming unsafe. We are planning to apply for grants 
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for the new facilities which we hope will be in a similar style to the current climbing frames 
and slides. 
We have been in discussion with the land agent for the Woodperry estate and despite our 
arguments they are allowing no access to the woods for parishioners. They seem determined 
in this view and we have no way of changing their unneighbourly minds. 
On a larger scale recently we have been made aware of the threat to the parish of an 
expanding Oxford. Local councils are being urged to build huge numbers of new houses 
across the county and are even looking at the Green Belt including the land between Barton 
and the Otmoor villages. We have made our opposition known and David Stern met with 
John Howell to voice our concerns. Lorna Bevan and Nicky Clegg recently mounted a huge 
publicity drive to ensure our voice was heard loud and clear. 
Next I would like to thank Russell Warner, Lorna Bevan and the whole of the festival team for 
their wonderful job in organising last year's festival. They managed to raise over 3000 pounds 
despite the Monday washout and a good time was had by all. 
Thank you also to all the councillors for their commitment over the last year and for giving up 
their free time and especially to Penny Corbett who has decided to stand down this year. She 
has made a valuable contribution to the council and to village life which is continuing with the 
current resurgence of the Talkhouse. Thank you also to Anne Purse who comes to every one 
of our meetings as our District and County Councillor. She has worked tirelessly to ensure we 
are represented.  
Lastly thank you to the person who actually does all the work round here - Dr Clare Massey 
our Parish Clerk.  

 
4.  Report from Wheatley Neighbourhood Police Team 
 From 01/04/2014 - 31/03/2015 
 1 x Theft Not classified          (Pound Lane Koi Carp) 
 1 x Theft of vehicle                (Rectory Farm) 
 2 x Theft from vehicle           (Menmarsh Road and Courtfield Rd) 
 2 x Theft Other                      (Middle Road Caravan, Rectory Farm, Bale Cover)) 
 2 x Burglary                           (Mill Street, tools) 
 1 x Shoplifting             (Middle Road) 
 1 x Drugs Possession 
 1 x Anti Social Behaviour      (Mill Street) 
 1 x Criminal Damage             (Mill Street) 
 
 7 x Burglary from sheds/garages/outbuildings.    (Pound Lane, Horton Road and 
 Middle Road).  Every property targeted had tools stolen. 
 
5.  Report from Anne Purse, District Councillor and County Councillor 
County Council - Anne Purse reported an update on the recent serious case review 
following the Bullfinch operation.  The County Council  planned to make the chief executive 
redundant to save money but the  proper procedure was not followed and this has now been 
rescinded and other ways to make savings implemented.  Anne has been the chair of the 
County Council this year.  The roads remain a real issue and Mill Street is currently having 
work done.  It was suggested that if you see a pothole then report it through the fixmystreet 
webpage.  Horton Road is a concern as there is a lot of speeding traffic and it is the only one 
in the area which has the national speed limit. 
South Oxfordshire District Council - A major activity this year has been planning and 
where to allocate new housing.  There is huge concern about development in the Green Belt 
near Bayswater Farm and Mill over to Wick Farm and Wick Copse and the effect this would 
have on Sidlings Copse.  The large fire at the council buildings is still having an effect making 
it harder to contact some council officers.  They are taking over some space at Milton Park in 
Didcot and a permanent decision is still to be taken. 
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6.    Reports from Village Organisations  
6.1  The Holford Centre - given by Ian Costar 
At the AGM of The Holford Trust, held on 13 October, 2014, the 2013 Committee was re-
elected.  The Accounts as at 31 August, 2014, showed a balance of £16,065.17p.  COIF 
Account £2,993, 92p. 
The School premises are occupied by:- 
1).   The Jan Weller Pre-School.  In late February, The Pre-School gave The Trust their 
formal notice to close, which we sadly accepted.   They have provided a great service for the 
community and will be sorely missed. 
2).   OSN, who celebrated 25 years at Stanton last summer, by holding a very enjoyable 
party for past and present families.  The Nursery have been offered a Lease and this is under 
negotiation. 
3).   The two rooms vacated by the OFHS last summer remain vacant.  Three interested 
parties unfortunately withdrew their applications.  At the moment these rooms are being used 
for meetings:- 
a).   The Oxfordshire Basket Makers at weekends about nine times per year. 
b).   The Cartophilic Society, who continue to meet monthly in the evenings from April until 
October.  
c).   The Trustees hold their meetings in one of the rooms 
d).   Ian Costar continues to look after the Archives, which are housed in a locked cupboard 
in this area.  As stated last year, Ian will soon require more space as his efforts to secure 
more memorabilia increases yearly. 
We continue to maintain the upkeep of the building and surrounding area:- 
1).   Phase 2 of the painting programme took place last year, phase 3, which is the OSN will 
take place this summer. 2).   The two unused chimneys on the roof of The Jan Weller Pre-
School, have been dismantled and disposed of. 3).   The woodland area has been surveyed 
and the necessary work carried out to maintain safety. 4).   The car parking at the rear of The 
Centre has been extended with hardcore and shingle.  Car parking and use of School Lane 
has been an enormous problem since the last Licensee of The Talk House greatly restricted 
use of the pub car park.   Thankfully this has been resolved, due to change of Licensee and 
we are all most grateful.  Minor repairs to the whole building, including School House, 
constantly continue. 
We were pleased to loan space at The Holford Centre for the Stanton Festival last summer 
and express our gratitude for the £1,376, 54p., received from the Festival Committee.   This 
will be used to help pay for the external painting of OSN.  
This year has been a difficult year of uncertainty.   We should like to express our thanks to 
the Villages of Stanton St. John and Forest Hill with Shotover for their support.      
 
6.2 Women's Institute - Given by Judy Nisbet 
We have had another busy and enjoyable year, our 92nd, with an interesting monthly 
programme of speakers and various other activities as well.  Our membership started the 
year with 27 members, and we are delighted that a new member, Cleone Ford, has joined us.  
However, we are sad to note that two members, Rosemary Money and Cheryl Chapman, are 
not continuing with us into 2015, and we have also lost Jenny Bradley who has returned to 
the USA. Jenny was presented with a small farewell gift from us all. 
A highlight of the year was the July Garden Party, so kindly hosted in her lovely garden by 
our member Fariba Battye, at which we enjoyed a lavish spread and were entertained by 
John Keston Hole’s singing duo, as well as having a talk by Mary Gregory, the ACWW 
representative.  As usual the event included a Bring and Buy in aid of ACWW.  We also 
enjoyed the company of visitors from several other local WIs. Another enjoyable outdoor 
activity was the summer walks, led by our Treasurer; this year these were both local and 
farther afield, and some were enhanced by a pub stop. 
 We also repeated the packing of shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, when we again 
sent over 30 boxes to the project.  That was in November, a month in which we had another 
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convivial birthday meal, this time at the Rising Sun at Wheatley.  In May, some members 
helped run the WI catering support at the major sporting event at the Iffley Stadium. Later in 
the year, various members knitted memory blankets for the local hospitals, which were very 
greatly appreciated.  Knitting activities continued in the form of a Knitting Group, held at Joan 
Creese’s home. 
Our monthly meetings have covered the usual breadth of interest and entertaining speakers, 
from Frances Benton in June with her wonderful ‘Passion for Pearls’ to Kay Martin in 
February who wowed us with her Chocolate World.  We heard about Austenomics;  
Photographic Restoration; Patients’ Choice of Healthcare; we heard about Poisons for 
Medicine and learned new insights into women’s experiences in the First World War, a topical 
subject this year.  These events were once again kindly arranged by Angela Loach, for which 
we are most grateful. 
This year the Group Meetings were particularly enjoyable: at Murcott in April, Mark Stanley 
Price from Oddington shared his experience of 40 years’ wildlife conservation, and at the 
October Group Meeting, at Horton cum Studley, Kate Lace entertained us humorously with 
her life story, from army life to the world of a romantic novelist. 
It’s been a good year.  We are grateful to all our members who contributed to our activities, 
including our hostesses and our Committee, and thank our new President, Dawn Taylor who 
has successfully led us through the year with much enthusiasm. 
 
6.3 Millenium Trust - Given by Richard Ebbs 
The Hillcroft Millennium Green Trust is a small concern in the life of the village, it is not intended 
to be high profile and the trustees aim to keep its main asset,  “The Millennium Green” a low 
maintenance asset which does not in itself look to attract the public’s attention.   Moreover it is a 
latent facility which is there principally to be a part of the landscape and conserve the open 
space and in particular the view from the Church to the Great Wood.     
The Millennium Green continues to fulfill its role as a central located resource for the entire 
village. 
The Trust’s accounts balance well, and as you would realize that we have quite a small turnover.  
Our main income has been the rent from the farm tenancy of the main area, supplemented by 
donations from people mounting their events in the hall or church who have needed to use it for 
overflow parking. 
The Trust is managed by six trustees, all from Stanton, who do a good job in managing the 
Green.   Most of our income is re-invested back into the assets.  All the major elements of 
dilapidation on the upper area of the Green have been addressed, although redecoration of the 
fencing will be needed in the near future. 
Grateful thanks go to the Trustees who have helped maintain the Green and those among them 
who have, voluntarily, kept up its appearance.   
Last year was a Festival Year, and the Trustees were pleased to support this major village 
event.  This year the Trustees are undertaking their quinquennial rent review, with our tenant, 
and the fifteen year lease held with New college in respect of their retained acre along the north 
edge, behind Rectory Farmhouse expires, and we hope to renegotiate a new one with New 
college on similar lines as before. 
No major events are planned this year, except to say that, we would encourage villagers to use 
the top green area during the summer and enjoy the view across to the Great Wood.  The green 
is an area which can be hired, and there are no charges as such, only a suggested donation of 
£30 for the use by groups or organisations. 
Thank you for all your support. 
 
6.4 Stanton Charities - Richard Ebbs, Trustee and clerk to the Trust 
The Charity consists of a group of endowments which provide income to help parishioners 
with winter heating costs.  The Trustees consist of an Ex-officio Trustee who is the Vicar, two 
nominated Trustees appointed by the Parish Council for a period of four years and two co-
opted Trustees appointed for a five year period. The current chairman is Mr Roy Roden. 
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Applications are invited annually from individuals or families who would benefit from extra 
help with heating costs. In the past this was in the direct delivery of coal but with different 
heating systems applicants currently receive a cheque. Notices are placed in the Village 
Shop and in the Parish Newsletter in October; previous recipients are contacted personally 
by letter.  Any person within the parish may apply but help is usually restricted to those who 
are dependent on the State Pension or of restricted income. It is also helpful if neighbours or 
friends of infirm or housebound parishioners could inform the Trustees of deserving cases. 
The income from the endowments is distributed between the applicants. The income for 2014 
was £570 and four applicants each received a payment of £120.00. 
The Trustees are very aware that the demand for these grants is likely to fall in future years 
and alternative uses of the funds need to be considered. Some parishes now use a 
community fund to help persons requiring transport to hospital or doctor’s appointments or to 
visit relatives in hospital or in a care home. It may therefore be possible to help with transport 
costs in these situations. However, the Trustees would welcome any suggestions for the use 
of these funds in the future. Any change would need to be agreed with the Charity 
Commission. 
 
 6.5 Village Hall Committee – The Chairman, Russell Warner 
There is little to report this year other than the results of the Festival which were published in 
the parishes newsletter and the financial position.  At the end of the financial year the bank 
balances were £3853.32 and £1895.43.  The 2 main events organised this year were the 
festival which gave its proceeds to 3 village organisations and a donation to Help For Heroes.  
The other event was the Christmas Fair.  There has been little other activity and the 
committee are still trying to agree proposed structural changes.  These would likely involve 
splitting into 2 committees one of which would do the fundraising and social organisation and 
the other the village hall management.  They are always after new members. 
 
6.6 Cairns Fudge Cricket Club - Jamie Newall and Jim Clark 
The pavilion is in a perilous state and environmental health have condemned it for the 
preparation of food.  The aim is for all parishioners to be able to enjoy going and watching the 
cricket.  The club are looking at 2 areas for funding, one is to raise money themselves for a 
new and more versatile pavilion and the other is to approach the national lottery.  This grant 
would involve consultation to see what the village would want such as tennis courts, multi-
use surfaces. 
 
6.7 Gresswell Environment Trust - Nicola Mallows 
The Trust is very small but was set up so that people might become aware of their 
surroundings.  It was particularly intended for Stanton St John and it was noticed that there 
was a need to widen the scope to Oxford City and the Green Belt.  They support the Oxford 
Open Doors initiative, liaise with the Oxford Green Belt Network and the Campaign to Protect 
Rural England.  In particular Stanton St John is heavily reliant on the Green Belt.  When the 
Trust realised there was a planning application on the small field just off Bayswater Road 
they, with a lot of donations, bought the field to protect it for the future.  3 poplars have been 
planted in this area. 
 

   There was no reports this year from The Parochial Church Council or Dr Pink's Charity. 
 

7. Suggestions and proposals from the floor 
 i) discussion of future of recreation ground / cricket pitch 

It was felt it wasn't necessary to limit the area to grass sports.  Planning permission for 
certain new uses may be more difficult than straight replacement of the existing pavilion.  
There was a question as to whether the tennis courts would be used as other villages have 
them and useage isn't high.  It was queried whether Wheatley Park School could have links 
to the facilities.  Hockey was suggested and this would need a surface about the size of 3 
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tennis courts.  It was pointed out that there are many facilities within the village offering 
communal space and they are not linked or all well used. 
 
ii) new play area equipment 

   Some views were that the colours were not aesthetically pleasing for the view across the 
 fields to the village hall.  Outdoor table tennis was suggested but conceded this area may not 
 be sheltered enough.  It was felt the area offers nothing for older kids however asking local 
 families they felt the current equipment was used by all ages.  A zip wire was suggested as a 
 popular suggestion.  A Basketball hoop was suggested however there was concern noise 
 from bouncing balls would annoy neighbours so this may be better placed at the recreation 
 ground.  Wicksteed were the company who provided the current, neutral equipment.  It was 
 queried whether the current equipment could be salvaged and reused but the cost for this 
 was likely to be prohibitive. 

 
iii) campaign against development on Green Belt 
Roughly 100 people attended the recent meeting in the village hall and about 300 responses 
were handed to SODC in response to their local plan consultation.  Oxford City has a finite 
capacity due to the current road system and so can't be developed as much as they wish.  
There are issues with buses crossing the city. 
 
iv) bollards in village 
The parish council are looking to put bollards in Pound Lane but to use wooden ones like the 
ones in front of the village hall.  There was concern that wooden ones don't have flexibility if 
contact is made.  There was greater concern that the soft verges are 'getting trashed'.  It was 
agreed the current plastic ones are an eyesore.  Kerbing is another option and this has 
worked on the corner by the church. 
 
v) spending of parish council money 
Comments were minimal but included not spending on village gates and that the money 
spent on footlights is absolutely essential. 
 
vi) Stanton Great Wood 
It was agreed little more could be done regarding this but it was queried whether the estate 
could contribute to the village in some other way. 
 

 

    The Chairman thanked the members of the public and those presenting reports for their 
attendance and the meeting was closed. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


