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STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at The Village Hall on Monday 18th April 2016 at 
7.30pm.  

Present: Parish Councillors: David Polgreen, Andrew Clark.  Clare Massey (clerk). 

Russell Warner, Anne Purse, Jim Clark, Jamie Newall, David Pullen, Richard Ebbs, Lyn Ebbs 
Julian Money, Sheila Pullen, Sue Bignal, Chris Bignal, Dawn Taylor, Joan Creese, John 
Battye, Emily Godfrey, John Walsh, Louise Waite 

Presiding: David Polgreen  (Chairman of Stanton St John Parish Council) 

 
1. Apologies for absence: Gina Moore, Alex Smith, Charlie Burt, David Stern  
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 13th April 2015 – these were duly signed by the 
 Chairman as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
3.  Chairman’s Report 
Hello everyone and welcome to the Stanton St John Annual Parish Meeting.  
Every community hits some turbulence occasionally and we are currently going through such 
a period. On the upside The Star has reopened with style, The Talkhouse is establishing a 
good reputation for food and Rectory Farm seems to flourish. However on the downside we 
have sadly lost some loved members of our parish including one of my predecessors in this 
position, Brenda Knight, and we will be saying goodbye to Dave and Cheryl who have done 
such a superb job in the shop.  Also we face losing some or possibly all of our bus services 
(more of this later).  
More generally some people feel that some of the community spirit in the village has waned a 
bit. I know that when I moved to the parish there were community suppers, quizzes and 
games nights to name but a few.  All these have gone and now it looks like the festival might 
be going the same way while the Holford Centre is far less used and we have no access to 
our local woods. 
As far as I can tell the main reason for this malaise is because the people who have been 
organising these things are getting old or have moved away or are simply fed up having to do 
all the work! People who have moved into the parish tend to be very busy with jobs and lives 
outside of the community. This may be just the final passing of a time when people worked in 
the village, however if like me you don't want Stanton to become a dormitory village maybe 
it's time we did something about it. 
Firstly, we have to ensure we don't lose all our bus services.  Heyfordian, the bus operator, 
has tried hard to keep some services going but this will be reviewed and if people aren't using 
the bus all services will stop. Therefore we are in the last chance saloon and if we don't use it 
we will lose it. Having a bus means people can live in the village without a car, without it 
people will find this impossible.  If we do lose the service we may need to create some type of 
community transport.  
The same message of use it or lose it obviously also applies to the village’s other services - 
the pubs and the shop. I'm sure that the new owners of the shop will continue Dave and 
Cheryl's success with our support. 
Regarding the decline in community events in the village maybe this is not a problem - if 
there is no demand for them then no one will miss them.  However I think we are all enriched 
by living in a village where we know each other and help each other.  So if anyone can think 
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of ways we can address this please let us know. At the risk of setting up more meetings or 
committees maybe we need to invite the parish to discuss this issue. 
On a related topic the Parish Council is in the very early stages of looking at instituting a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Neighbourhood Plans are a government initiative for communities to 
have some control over the development of their neighbourhood. Like most government 
plans they are complicated and expensive requiring a parish referendum but if we had one it 
would give us some protection from the type of development that would dismay many. 
Some may have noticed that the precept has risen by £4000 this year.  We apologise for this 
increase but we felt we had to make this increase for several main reasons. Firstly our 
parish's raised pavements that are so central to the character of the village are falling into 
disrepair. We have been told by the county council that they will only repair them if there are 
safety concerns and then they may not be repaired in a sympathetic way.  We therefore feel 
we have to pay for the repairs ourselves. Secondly we may have to dip into our pockets to 
ensure there is some form of community transport for the village. Thirdly the playground 
needs replacing and although grants are available it is likely we will need to make a 
contribution. Lastly we have been attempting to improve the safety of our roads (without 
ruining the appearance of our village). We have plans to erect a speed warning sign on the 
B4027 and to erect “Please drive carefully” signs at the main entrances to the village. 
Over the last year the Parish Council have had the usual planning tasks as well as monitoring 
and fighting any threats to the green belt that keeps us independent from Oxford. We have 
also been dealing with ongoing issues such as the buses and maintaining our infrastructure 
that now include the cricket pitch. Many thanks to Cairns Fudge for their upkeep of the pitch 
and for their efforts to establish a new pavilion. Thanks also to Julian Money for all his hard 
work on the upkeep of the village hall grounds and playground and all the other work he does 
in the village and thank you to John Battye for his work as our transport representative. Of 
course thank you to all the councillors for their regular attendance and hard work and can we 
all wish David Stern well in his recovery which has meant he has taken a few months 
sabbatical. Lastly a big thank you to Clare Massey, our clerk, who keeps us on the straight 
and narrow.    
 
4.  No report was given from Wheatley Neighbourhood Police Team 
 
5.  Report from Anne Purse, County Councillor 
Central Government has recently congratulated OCC on their work with adoption services. 
This year there is a higher rate of giving everyone their first choice of primary school at 
91.51%.  In the Wheatley division everyone got their first choice. 
There are concerns about having to pay for the bus to Beckley School from Forest Hill 
because it isn’t seen as the closest school by walking distance. 
This year has been dominated by the cuts to services.  The children’s centre at Wheatley will 
no longer be supported by OCC.  A group are trying to keep the core services going.  The 
mobile library is going.  The county council are no longer funding any bus services which 
aren’t commercial.  Heyfordian have proposed a new service but this is very much reduced 
compared to the current service.  It is hoped that the county council may be able to plug any 
gaps with their own fleet in the down times but it isn’t yet clear whether we can take 
advantage of this. 
The County Council are investigating cost savings to be made by reducing the tiers of local 
government and creating unitary authorities.  When it was investigated a couple of years ago 
it was decided that the bigger the authority the bigger the savings.  There is a counter 
proposal from the district councils and there are investigations as to what will give the best 
savings. 
 
6. Report from John Walsh, District Councillor 
SODC has once again held its share of council tax at the same level with no cuts to services. 
The new corporate services contract which it has negotiated jointly with four other councils, - 
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Vale of White Horse, Hart, Havant and Mendip – will ensure that we can continue to do the 
same in the coming years. This shares and minimises the costs of administration. For each 
aspect of work the contract takes the level of service of the best-performing council not the 
average. 
The five district councils in Oxfordshire together with Cotswold and South Northamptonshire 
have submitted proposals to become unitary authorities. SODC would combine with the Vale 
of White Horse to take on most of the responsibilities of the county. The NHS would take over 
commissioning some social services and there would be a joint board to deal with transport, 
waste disposal and a few other aspects. The next stage of the exercise is an independent 
consultation which should report in June. More information is available on the website 
http://www.oxfordshire.vision/ 
South Oxfordshire has topped a list of the best places to live in the UK countryside. 
According to a survey produced by the Halifax, South Oxfordshire has the highest living 
standards, with happy residents, high levels of satisfaction and low levels of anxiety.  We also 
scored highly for health and employment, with 97 per cent of adults saying they were in good 
health and 81 per cent in jobs. What’s more, we were pleased to find that the vast majority of 
South Oxfordshire residents are satisfied with how the district council runs things. 
We have received two decisions on planning appeals, the Chinnor Gladman Appeal and the 
Wallingford Wates Appeal. It is disappointing to note that these two appeals have been up-
held, the council has been judged as not having a five-year land supply. Our Planning Team 
are reviewing the Inspectors' reports to determine what we will do about these decisions, but 
it will be more difficult to deny developers outside the green belt.  
This underlines the need to prepare an updated local plan for the district which will be known 
as the SODC Local Plan 2031. The next draft of that plan should be released in June and I 
would urge parishes and individuals to respond to the consultation with your views and 
feedback. 
 
7.    Reports from Village Organisations  
7.1  The Holford Centre – no report given 
 
7.2 Women's Institute - Given by Dawn Taylor (president) 
This was the WI’s centenary year, and our Group marked it by a CenTEAnary party in the 
imposing Millennium Hall at Horton cum Studley.  It was a very happy event, complete with 
costume and crockery to reflect the various decades, and archives all around to remind us of 
bygone days.  Not forgetting the Centenary Baton, which was transported with due ceremony 
in a specially decorated Mini!  - and the royal garden party held at Buckingham Palace, which 
was attended by two of our members. 
In contrast, we are very sorry to record the recent death of our most longstanding member, 
Brenda Knight, whose mother was a founder member of our WI, and who gave sterling 
service over the years, acting as President for a significant period. Brenda will be greatly 
missed. 
On a happier note, we are pleased to have welcomed two new members, Sue Bignal and 
Susan Shaw.   
Another highlight of this year was our garden meeting in the lovely garden of Fariba Battye, 
where we were again blessed with fine weather, and enjoyed the sea shanties of Short Drag 
Roger. At this meeting, as well as at our AGM, we also held a Bring and Buy in aid of 
Associated Country Women of the World, and overall raised over £50 for that cause.  
The speakers during the year covered a wide range of subjects and interests, from brass 
rubbing and Christmas wreath making to bomb disposal and medical detection dogs.  We are 
grateful to Angela Loach for arranging an excellent programme for the third year running. Our 
WI birthday was celebrated as usual in November, this time with a meal out at the local Talk 
House, which was much enjoyed.  Also in November, our Group WIs met for a talk by 
‘Grumpy Old Women’ author, Judith Holder:  and, as with many of our meetings this year, we 
welcomed visitors from other WIs to this event. 

http://www.oxfordshire.vision/
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Apart from our standard meeting activities, our members have taken part in local walks, 
notably a most enjoyable trip to Otmoor in the summer; some packed Christmas shoeboxes 
for children abroad, while many contributed to the local food bank.  Several members have 
benefited this year from bursaries at Denman College, which were greatly appreciated. In 
October we held an Autumn Sale in the village hall, to raise funds for our own WI, and were 
delighted with its success. Among our efforts to attract new members, a WI exhibition was set 
up in the window of the Village Shop for three weeks in April. 
So it has been a busy and enjoyable year, and the WI is grateful to the Committee for its 
support, to its President, Dawn Taylor, for her energetic leadership, and to all members who 
have contributed in all sorts of ways to its success. 
 
7.3 Millenium Trust - Given by Andrew Clark (Chairman) 
The Millennium Green continues to fulfill its role as a central located resource for the entire 
village, set as it is behind the Village Hall running down to the stream at the bottom. 
The Trust’s accounts balance well, and as you would realize we have quite a small annual 
turnover.  Our main income has been the rent from the farm tenancy of the 6 acres of the 
main Millennium Field area, supplemented by donations from people mounting their events in 
the hall or church who have needed to use the top Millennium Green area for overflow 
parking. 
My grateful thanks go to the Trustees who have helped maintain the Green and those among 
them who have, voluntarily, kept up its appearance.   
There are two events to report from last year and they are the Quinquennial rent review, 
which was successfully completed with our tenant Jamie Clark and secondly, negotiating 
agreement to continue the lease of the northern margin retained land, which is leased from 
New College.   This was successfully concluded and New College has agreed to continue the 
lease. 
No major events are planned this year, except to say that, we would encourage villagers to 
use the top green area during the summer and enjoy the view across to the Great Wood.  
The green is an area which can be hired, and there are no charges as such, only a 
suggested donation of £30 for the use by groups or organisations. 
Emily Godfrey from the River Thame Conservancy Trust then gave a short presentation 
about their work.  Work will be starting on the section at the bottom of the Millenium Green 
next week.  Any volunteers to help with the Trusts work are encouraged to attend the 
workshop on Monday or contact Emily direct (details in the newsletter). 
 
7.4 Stanton Charities - Richard Ebbs (Trustee and clerk to the Trust) 
The Charity consists of a group of endowments which provide income to help parishioners 
with winter heating costs.  
The Trustees consist of an Ex-officio Trustee who is the Vicar, two nominated Trustees 
appointed by the Parish Council for a period of four years and two co-opted Trustees 
appointed for a five year period. The current chairman is Mr Roy Roden. 
Applications are invited annually from individuals or families who would benefit from extra 
help with heating costs. In the past this was in the direct delivery of coal but with different 
heating systems applicants currently receive a cheque. Notices are placed in the Village 
Shop and in the Parish Newsletter in October; previous recipients are contacted personally 
by letter.  Any person within the parish may apply but help is usually restricted to those who 
are dependent on the State Pension or of restricted income. It is also helpful if neighbours or 
friends of infirm or housebound parishioners could inform the Trustees of deserving cases. 
The income from the endowments is distributed between the applicants. The income for 2015 
was £575 and four applicants each received a payment of £120.00. 
The Trustees are very aware that the demand for these grants is likely to fall in future years 
and alternative uses of the funds may need to be considered. However, the Trustees would 
welcome any suggestions for the use of these funds in the future. Any change would need to 
be agreed with the Charity Commission. 
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7.5 Village Hall Committee – Russell Warner (Chairman) 

The main reporting item for 2015/2016 relates to the format and future of the Village Hall 
committee, Event management, Village Hall maintenance and Village Hall bookings 
Future management of the Village Hall 
VHMC was formed in 2000 to run and maintain the Village Hall on behalf of its owners, SSJ 
Parish Council.   
The VH is managed by a Management Committee, including a Chairman, Treasurer and 
Secretary, and other co-opted members.   
In recent years it has become increasingly difficult to appoint new members to the 
VHMC.  Fundraising activities have declined in recent years for the same reasons, and current 
levels of activity are mainly centred on lettings and maintenance.   
Proposal 
It is proposed that the Parish council takes over the VH charitable trust, including the 
appointment of trustees, management of maintenance and lettings of the VH.   
The current committee would recommend Sheila Pullen and Dave Pullen continue these roles, 
and to stay on as trustees and report on letting and maintenance activity to the Parish Council 
on a quarterly basis. Both have indicated their willingness to retain their roles and remain as 
Trustees. 
This would leave the following remaining trustees. 
Charles Merry, Christine Lawson, Russell Warner, Judy Nesbitt, Paul Lansdown, Louise Waite 
and Chris Bignall have all indicated they would be happy to step down and would need to 
officially resign. 
VHMC have discussed and ratified this proposal and approve its submission to the Parish 
Council on 18th April for consideration.  
It was agreed that RW present the proposal and, based on the agreed, invite the Parish Council 
or nominated representative to attend VHMC AGM on 27th April.  
Following that a further meeting between the Parish Council and VHMC will be held to 
implement the agreed actions with the objective of transfer of ownership to the Parish Council 
in a timely manner.  
Event Management and 2016 Festival 
Despite efforts to attract new people to run the festival, there has been little or no response.   
The current Festival Committee members have indicated that they would like to step down, 
which means that the 2016 Festival will not take place. 
The suggestion of a summer event to celebrate previous festivals was discussed. It was agreed 
to sounds people out at the AGM to test the idea.  VHMC approved expenditure of £300 to run 
the event.  CL to contact Stanton House as possible host.   PL to check availability of a silver 
band in June. 
Maintenance 
Dave Pullen reported that essential exterior repairs to facia boards and downpipes are needed, 
in the region of £2300.  VHMC approved these to be carried out urgently, and DP to seek 3 
quotations on behalf of the Parish Council, who have funds to allocate to this expense.   
Landlord's electricity certificate is out of date and this needs to be remedied immediately. The 
VHMC approved the expenditure and authority to proceed subject to the agreed future 
ratification procedure. 
Members 
Based on the discussions regarding the way forward and taking into account the additional 
difficulties facing the Holford Centre it was agreed a representative on the Committee was no 
longer appropriate and Chris Bignall tendered his immediate resignation from the 
committee. This was accepted for presentation at the AGM. 
Summary  
The current position is regretted but the need to seek new members and to find a steering 
group for event planning, with particular reference to the Festival, has been unsuccessful. 
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There is a need for change and the opportunity for events to run under a separate structure 
outside of the VHMC can be taken on an event by event basis by willing volunteers. 
The role as an out-sourced village hall maintenance function can be integrated within the 
Parish Council ownership of the building. 
 
7.6 Cairns Fudge Cricket Club - Jamie Newall and Jim Clark 
The Cricket Club have been investigating costs for a new pavilion on the site.  A classic 
pavilion could cost about £135,000.  Recently a company in Thame have offered the cricket 
club 3 portacabins.  The cost of moving them and creating a pavilion façade would cost in the 
region of £35,000.  The portacabins would be slightly bigger than the existing pavilion.  It is 
hoped that this lower budget could be raised by the club meaning grants no longer need to 
be applied for.  Planning permission for the new structure would need to be sought. 
There is a story written by Colin Dexter which it is hoped could fund most of this when sold. 
Fitness classes are run every Saturday and are attracting about 18 people a week.  The 
funds raised by this will be put towards the new pavilion. 
The side screens blew down over the winter and need repairing, requests were made for 
carpenters or welding in the village. 
A reminder was given to ask dog walkers to clear up after their dogs.  It is hoped the first 
game will be in 2 weeks time. 
 
7.7 Gresswell Environment Trust. 
The Gresswell Environment Trust has not spent on the village this financial year other than 
on our usual commitments toward the Churchyard maintenance and various amenity trees. 
 
   7.8 St John the Baptist Church. 
A Special Lady 
With great sadness we said goodbye to Reverend Brenda Knight who passed away early in 
2016.  Brenda was a much loved and respected member of our village community and a 
foundation stone of our village Church. 
New people 
We are delighted to have welcomed a new family to the village, Luke, Jo and their three 
children are regular attenders on Sundays and help organise a children’s spot on Sundays.  
We have welcomed folk from Forest Hill to our family service on the second Sunday each 
month which meant that we have 6-8 children at these services. 
This year we have welcomed The Reverend David Bendor-Samuel who has joined the 
benefice as our curate.  The Reverend Hugh Lee, the Reverend Stephanie Bullock and 
Canon Professor Nicholas Orme have all continued to enrich the life of the Church by their 
regular leading and preaching. 
You win some you lose some 
David and Cheryl have been fantastic in taking care of the shop, attending Church, playing 
guitar in services and enriching our community.  We are sad that they are moving on as they 
will be greatly missed.  We hope that they will be back to visit us all. 
The Building 
Phase one of the Church restoration has now been completed: (The roof, guttering and 
drainage).  We are grateful to all in the village who have helped with fund raising events and 
who have given towards the works.  We are now in the process of the complete restoration of 
the bells and on target to raise money and go onto phase two of the building works (The 
interior of the Church). 
 
7.9 Dr Pink's Charity. 
There is a committee who look after Dr Pink’s.  There hasn’t been any payments last year but 
if you think you qualify for a grant then you can apply to Sheila Pullen. 
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8.Suggestions and proposals from the floor 
i) new play area equipment 
Quotes have been received for the new play equipment in the play area, schemes were 
shown.  It is hoped grants will be available to cover the cost of the equipment. 
It was commented that there is a need for activities for older children such as a basket ball 
hoop or table tennis table.  The limit with the current play area is the space available.  
Another suggestion was a trim trail around the edge of the recreation ground.  Could there be 
removable goal post(s) on the Millennium Green?   
There was a request for seats and picnic benches on the recreation ground, Russell Warner 
may know someone with a few. 
ii) speed control through the village 
A brief update was given on the parish councils discussion of speed control through the 
village.  One suggestion was a warning sign for cyclists on Mill Lane.  It was suggested a ‘no 
HGVs’ sign be put at the top of Cox Lane but it was pointed out that there is already a weight 
limit for the whole area.  SID volunteers were sought. 
iii) bus service proposals 
John Battye the parish transport representative gave a brief overview of the situation since 
OCC announced they were withdrawing bus subsidies.  A new timetable has been received 
from Heyfordian which is much reduced but will still provide a service to Oxford.  This will be 
on a 6 month trial so it is important people use it to show the company it is commercially 
viable. 
iv) spending council tax money 
No comments 
v) neighbourhood plan and protection of the Green Belt 
No comments 
 
Pre-school 
It was raised that there is concern there is no longer a pre-school in the 4 parishes and the 
private nursery which does exist does not take the government free child places scheme so 
there is no subsidised childcare.  Surrounding pre-schools are now oversubscribed.  Oakley 
pre-school could expand to have a satellite site if suitable premises are found.  The village 
hall has many all day artist classes so would not be available every day.  The new 
portacabins on the recreation ground could have the space.  The new village hall at Beckley 
is another possibility. 

 

    The Chairman thanked the members of the public and those presenting reports for their 
attendance and the meeting was closed. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


