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STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at The Village Hall on Monday 10th April 2017 at 
7.30pm.  

Present: Parish Councillors: David Polgreen, Charlie Burt, Andrew Clark, Gina Moore (for 
part), Alex Smith, David Stern. Clare Massey (clerk). 

William Ford, Cleone Ford, Barbara Hughes, David Hughes, Evelyn Bridges, Ben Buckland, 
Fariba Battye, John Battye, Anne Purse (County Councillor), David Pullen, Sheila Pullen, 
Kathie Lauder, Suzanne Ford, John Walsh (District Councillor), Louise Waite, Kirsten 
Johnson, Abbie plus 7 more. 

Presiding: David Polgreen (Chairman of Stanton St John Parish Council) 

 
1. Apologies for absence – none from the council 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on 18th April 2016 – these were duly signed by the 
 Chairman as a true record of the proceedings.  
 
3.  Chairman’s Report 
Good evening everyone and welcome. 
I was thinking sitting in the garden yesterday that it is the time of regeneration – bulbs 
sprouting and bees buzzing. Easter is next weekend and there are ads everywhere for those 
symbols of regeneration - chocolate eggs (whether they say Easter on them or not). 
Sorry if this is beginning to sound like an unimaginative sermon or a duff thought for the day 
but I think village life goes through the same cycles. Recently we have lost treasured 
members of our community like Ray Young and Pam Towers but also welcomed new families 
into the village. We let go of old traditions like the village festival but replaced it with a fun day 
for all of us at Stanton House. This was also a farewell to Dave and Cheryl but the shop is 
now in the capable hands of Rowan and her team. This year we are welcoming back the 
Safari Supper and I urge everyone to take part.  
We lost our bus service which was a real blow for many. However, we have tried to fill the 
gap with the Otmoor Flyer which runs from Stanton on Mondays and Thursdays and is 
organised by residents of the four Otmoor villages. The four Parish Councils have all made 
grants of £1000 but it is hoped much of this will be returned. 
Our playground had reached the end of its life, so, organised mainly by Clare, we raised 
money for a replacement. The funds came from a Big Lottery Fund grant, SODC and a 
generous donation by Rob from Pacific Produce. We also thank the Gresswell Environment 
Trust for their assistance. As you know the new playground built by James and Ali of 
Discovery Timber Play was opened a couple of weeks ago with many villagers, parents and 
little customers in attendance. The customers wasted no time in testing the facilities and I 
think gave their seal of approval. 
The parish council is planning more regeneration in the near future of our raised pavements 
near the church which are falling into disrepair. We are informed as with many things these 
days that the County Council can’t afford to repair them properly. Therefore we have to do it 
ourselves. This partly explains the recent rises in the precept which now stands at £17000. 
Other projects the Parish Council is engaged with are some attempts at slowing traffic down. 
Over the next few months we hope to erect a new speed awareness sign on the B4027 
approaching the Talkhouse. In addition we are going to add “Please Drive Carefully” signs to 
the village signs. 

STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 
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Concerns remain over creeping development in the parish. The landowners the Aubrey-
Fletchers have recently published their plans for more building on the green belt in the Wick 
Farm area. This would affect our parishioners on the Bayswater Road and threaten Sidlings 
Copse. The field behind Stowford House on your right as you turn into Shepherds Pits Road 
is also earmarked. This isn’t just a few houses but 1500 properties – a new community. We 
all know houses are needed but this would just encourage more people to move to the area 
and stretch further our local resources especially our already log-jammed roads. 
Partly to get more control over development a group in the village are working at developing 
a Neighbourhood Plan for our parish. This is a huge task and may take some time but should 
give us more say over development – especially important when you consider the 
controversial developments at Breech Farm and Hawkhill House. 
Thank you to all the councillors who have attended meetings over the last year. Believe you 
me I know how hard it is to summon enthusiasm on a cold Monday evening or a warm 
Monday evening for that matter. The Parish Council manages many fairly routine tasks such 
as lawn mowing, tree management, monitoring accounts and reviewing planning which are 
essential but don’t always set the pulse racing.  
Thank you also to all those in the village who run the various groups we are going to hear 
from this evening. A big thank you to Clare who does all the hard work and makes us look 
efficient. Lastly thank you to John and Anne our district and county councillors. I think a 
special big thank you is in order to Anne who has represented us for the past two decades. 
She is stepping down at this election and so can we just wish her a happy retirement from 
council duties. 
 
4.  Report from Wheatley Neighbourhood Police Team 
58 calls were received to the Stanton St John area between April 2016 and April 2017.  32 
miscellaneous, 4 reports of an abandoned vehicle, 6 reports of road traffic collisions, 1 report 
of criminal damage, 1 report of anti-social behaviour involving children, 1 report of a burglary 
non-dwelling, 5 reports of road hazards, 1 theft of a motor vehicle, 1 report of dangerous 
driving, 1 report of fly tipping, 1 noise related call (loud music ASB), 4 thefts from motor 
vehicles (index plates and sat navs). 
 
5.  Report from Anne Purse, County Councillor 
Last year’s cuts focused on buses and Children’s Centres.  The loss of the buses is a 
particular problem for those who have free bus passes but now can’t use them. 
The Children’s Centre in Wheatley needs in the region of £70,000 a year to run.  It is now 
being saved by local people and funded by local support which will allow trained staff to run 
the centre. 
This year’s cuts are more likely to focus on elderly services. 
OCC have proposed to government to merge to create one unitary authority for Oxfordshire 
with support from SODC and The Vale district councils.  It is hoped that any savings from this 
could return some services. 
The Oxford Cambridge expressway is still being mentioned but as yet no exact route has 
been decided. 
 
6. Report from John Walsh, District Councillor 
Once again SODC has been able to agree to hold its share of council tax at the same rate 
per house without any reduction in the services it provides. This is made possible by 
continued improvements made in the efficiency of administration in conjunction with Vale of 
the White Horse Council. 
It kept its first place in the country as the council with the best record for recycling. Along with 
other leading councils we did suffer from green bins being contaminated with food and 
nappies.  Banning opaque bags from the green bin seems to have solved the problem, but 
please continue to take care. New lorries will arrive in June with separate vehicles collecting 
the food bins. 
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The Second Preferred Options version of the draft Local Plan 2033 is now published for 
consultation. Please read it on the SODC website: www.southoxon.gov.uk . Comments are 
open to 5pm on Wednesday 17 May.  This does not propose housing in the green belt 
adjacent to Oxford, though I am sure that developers will continue to lobby hard for that. 
Indeed they are gaining space in the local paper to press their case. The main strategic 
development proposed is at Chalgrove Airfield. 
It does suggest removing land from the green belt at Culham next to a railway station where 
residents can get to work in Oxford, Reading or London as well as locally in the Science 
Vale.  Also at Berinsfield the village is proposed to double in size with the full cooperation of 
local opinion. A field in Wheatley (between the village and Asda) will be removed from the 
green belt at the request of their local plan committee and the parish council. The Brookes 
site is proposed for redevelopment with about 300 houses replacing the education buildings 
but would remain in the green belt. 
SODC together with the Vale and County councils have sent a proposal to the Secretary of 
State for Communities and Local Government for a single unitary authority for the county. 
Earlier proposals for smaller unitary authorities were effectively ruled out by the government, 
in particular the city was considered too small by itself. That left a straight choice between a 
single unitary and continuing as before. There are significant savings to be made and 
counties which have taken the journey before us recommend it as giving a better service 
which the public can understand. 
 
7.    Reports from Village Organisations  
7.1  The Holford Centre 
During the last year the Trust has seen a significant change both financially, and in the 
management of the Charity, due to securing a ten year lease with the Old School Nursery at the 
Holford Centre, who are now installed as tenants.  
The lease seemed a sensible way forward to the Trustees, as the Holford Centre was no longer 
very much  in demand for community use and sadly the Jan Weller Playgroup were struggling to 
succeed and attract the numbers of children required to keep going. 
The Trust now has a reliable income for the foreseeable future, having now cleared all 
outstanding debts, primarily legal fees. We remain responsible for the structural maintenance of 
the building. Our second tenant, Revd Beau Stevenson continues to live in the School House. 
During the last year the Trust has been able to make several bursaries to young people in the 
parishes of Stanton St John and Forest Hill, amounting to several hundred pounds.  
We would welcome further applications for financial help through bursaries to any young people 
in these two parishes under the age of 25 for educational purposes in the broadest sense. 
Applications can be made by contacting the Secretary Jane Walker in Forest Hill or the Chair 
Janine Willcock in Stanton St John, by letter or email.  
Janine Willcock The Old Woodyard Stanton St John OX331EX Janine.willcock@spirefilms.co.uk 
Jane Walker Lyttleton Forest Hill lyttleton@btinternet.com 
 
7.2 Women's Institute  
We started the year with 26 members, and as usual enjoyed a good range of speakers and 
activities. From September, the conviviality of our meetings was enhanced by a glass of wine 
at the start – and on the first such occasion we were celebrating the 90th birthday of one of 
our members! 
Our speakers’ subjects included women’s suffrage, evidence-based medicine, energy saving  
and the Oxford Food Bank  - as well as a delightful jewellery demonstration and talk on wild 
flowers, given by our own President and Vice-President respectively.  Some members also 
attended the April Group Meeting organised by Otmoor WI, at which Cyril Mannion described 
his career as an airline pilot.  We had quite a bit of interaction with other WIs, including the 
annual Quarry Soiree, and the Marston craft event; and as usual we invited members from 
several local WIs to our garden meeting in July.  This year we held it in the garden of our 
village hall – relaxing under the trees on one of the hottest days of the year. 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/
mailto:Janine.willcock@spirefilms.co.uk
mailto:lyttleton@btinternet.com
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Looking outside our WI, we collected several times for local food banks, and in November a 
group of us wrapped shoeboxes for the annual Christmas shoebox appeal. In May we had an 
excellent tour and tea at the Oxford Town Hall; in June we visited Waterperry gardens, with 
an informative talk and tea there too.  In August a few took a walk along the canal – tea again 
featured, at the Thrupp tea room!  
A highlight of our year was the sale and coffee morning in October, following on from the 
successful event last year.  Once again our members came up trumps and we raised nearly 
£500, which was very heartening.  While our finances are currently quite healthy, we do need 
to keep them topped up in case of lean years. Sadly we have lost seven members at the end 
of 2016, for a variety of reasons, which is a blow – but happily two new members have 
joined. 
We are grateful to our Committee for another year of guidance, in particular our President 
and Treasurer, who work very hard through the year -  and to Angela for once again 
preparing such an interesting programme. Thanks too to our loyal members, who have 
provided sterling support and wonderful refreshments! 
 
7.3 Millennium Trust  
The Millennium Green continues to fulfill its role as the central open space resource for the 
village, set as it is adjacent to and behind the Village Hall, running down to the stream at the 
bottom. 
It has been a quiet year for activity on the Green with no major events taking place.  We have 
been able to support events at the Church, with overflow parking for weddings and funerals, 
and the Spinners and Weavers annual fair. 
The Trust’s accounts balance well, and as you would realize we have quite a small annual 
turnover.  Our main income has been the rent from the farm tenancy of the 6 acres of the 
main Millennium Field area, supplemented by donations from people mounting their events in 
the hall or church who have needed to use the top Millennium Green area. 
My grateful thanks go to the Trustees who have helped maintain the Green and those among 
them who have, voluntarily, kept up its appearance.  Help in this is always appreciated and if 
anyone has some spare time for hedge trimming, strimming or mowing  over the summer, I 
would be pleased to hear from you. 
No major events are planned this year, except to say that, we would encourage villagers to 
use the top green area during the summer and enjoy the view across to the Great Wood.  
The green is an area which can be hired, and there are no charges as such, only a 
suggested donation of £30 for the use by groups or organisations. 
Thank you for all your support and help over the year. 
 
7.4 Stanton Charities –  
The Charity consists of a group of endowments which provide income to help parishioners 
with winter heating costs.  
The Trustees consist of an Ex-officio Trustee who is the Vicar, two nominated Trustees 
appointed by the Parish Council for a period of four years and two co-opted Trustees 
appointed for a five year period. 
Applications are invited annually from individuals or families who would benefit from extra 
help with heating costs. In the past this was in the direct delivery of coal but with different 
heating systems applicants currently receive a cheque. Notices are placed in the Village 
Shop and in the Parish Newsletter in October; previous recipients are contacted personally 
by letter.  Any person within the parish may apply but help is usually restricted to those who 
are dependent on the State Pension or of restricted income. It is also helpful if neighbours or 
friends of infirm or housebound parishioners could inform the Trustees of deserving cases. 
The income from the endowments is distributed between the applicants. The income for 2016 
was £551 and three applicants each received a payment of £150.00. 
The Trustees are very aware that the demand for these grants is likely to fall in future years 
and alternative uses of the funds may need to be considered. A suggestion has been made 
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that the income could be used to assist parishioners requiring transport to hospital or 
surgeries and the Trustees will look at the feasibility of this option. Any change would need to 
be agreed with the Charity Commission. 
At the last meeting of the Trustees Mr Roy Roden offered his resignation as a Trustee after 
many years, many of which he served as chairman. Mr Roden was thanked for his help and 
guidance and for hosting many of the meetings. The remaining Trustees now need to co-opt 
a further member for a period of five years.  
 
7.5 Village Hall Committee – Russell Warner (Chairman) 

The report for 2016/2017 is limited in format as the future of the Village Hall Committee and 
structure remains undecided. 
The Committee responsibilities are Village Hall maintenance, Village Hall bookings and Event 
management which included the Stanton Festival. 
Future management of the Village Hall 
It continues to be difficult to appoint new members to the VHMC.   
Fundraising activities have declined and current levels of activity are mainly centred on lettings 
and maintenance.   
The Proposal put forward 
It was proposed that the Parish council takes over the VH charitable trust, including the 
appointment of trustees, management of maintenance and lettings of the VH.   
Sheila Pullen and Dave Pullen continue to operate in their roles providing general maintenance 
and managing bookings. 
All existing Trustees i.e. Charles Merry, Christine Lawson, Russell Warner, Judy Nesbitt, Paul 
Lansdown and Chris Bignall have all indicated they would be happy to step down and need to 
officially resign. 
Any agreed actions need to be implemented against the responsibilities held within the Charity 
Commission requirements. 
Event Management 
The suggestion of a summer event to celebrate previous festivals has been considered-no 
decision has been made. Stanton House could be a possible host.  
Maintenance 
Repairs to facia boards and downpipes had been approved but with a cost in the region of 
£2300.00 the current state of this requirement is unclear.  
General maintenance continues to be undertaken by DP.   
Summary  
The structure of the VHMC continues within the Charitable Trust format with the Trustees still in 
place. 
Any re-structure remains open and the formation of a steering group for event planning has to 
date been unsuccessful. 
Until any recommended changes are implemented the opportunity to run events under a 
separate structure outside of the VHMC can be taken on an event by event basis by willing 
volunteers  
 
7.6 Cairns Fudge Cricket Club – report given post meeting 
The company who had offered the portacabins changed their mind as they decided to keep 
them 
The team has a number of new players this season (many from the now defunct Forest Hill 
side) and is in a good position 
The team managed to secure new sight screens and pitch covers during last year  
We are still seeking options for a pavilion replacement and still looking at fundraising options 
to pay for it 
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7.7 Gresswell Environment Trust. 
The Gresswell Environment Trust has continued to help maintain Stanton St John 
Churchyard, its walls, trees and annual mowing.  It also looks after various trees along the 
B4027, the Crossroads, the White House, Bayswater Road and Shepherds Pit Road. 
We support Oxford’s Open Doors - a free event run by Oxford Preservation Trust, September 
weekend, which allows free entry into Oxford Colleges and unusual buildings, both of 
historical and modern importance. 
We support and attend CPRE events on the preservation of the Oxford Green Belt, and 
campaign to stop inappropriate development this side of Oxford. 
2016, instead of the Village Festival we sponsored Lizzie Strata Opera - a locally produced 
and written opera, set in the grounds of College House, with picnic on the lawn in full view of 
the Grade I Stanton St John Church  
The dress rehearsal was free to all villagers and their families; with donations throughout the 
event toward the Church Restoration Fund. 
GET also supports the Church Bell Restoration project. 
 
7.8 St John the Baptist Church. 
Thanks to all A huge thank you to everyone who contributes to the life of the Church; Those 
who clean, arrange flowers, care for the graveyard, open and shut the church each day, ring 
the bells, take care of the clock and flags, and of course to the wardens and PCC for all their 
hard work. 
New events In addition to the regular Sunday services we have added two events in the 
village hall; A monthly children’s Sunday afternoon activity with a tea between 4pm and 
5.30pm and a monthly Sunday evening event, “Church without walls” from 7.30pm to 
9.30pm. The children’s event has been well received and well attended. The adults event has 
had a varied attendance but been much appreciated by those that have attended. 
New faces and enriching places It has been wonderful to welcome Rowan, Dickie and Hazel 
to the village and it is a privilege to have a shop, two pubs and a pick your own and farm 
shop in our village. We benefit so much from them all. 
Stanton House The retreat centre adds much to the life of the community. We thank them for 
hosting the Jubilee celebrations in June 2016 and for the annual Carol Service that all of us 
are invited to each year. 
Bell Restoration We thank Paul, Edgar and all of the bell-ringing team for initiating the bell-
restoration project. The bells ring out each Sunday and because of the team’s efforts will do 
so for many years to come. 
Fund raising Thanks to all who have helped raise funds for the upkeep and restoration of the 
Church. A special thank you to Nikki for her efforts in arranging events at College House, 
George for the annual quiz and all who have helped with coffee mornings, afternoon teas and 
bazaars. 
 
7.9 Dr Pink's Charity. 
Two applicants have been successful in applying for grants for this year (2017). They will 
both receive their grants in the near future. 
 
7.10 Mother and Baby Group 
The mother and baby / toddler group meet every 2 weeks throughout the year.  There are 4-5 
families who come every time.  This year there has been slightly less children due to older 
ones moving to school or Mums going back to work but there are several new families in the 
village and some expectant mums so it is hoped overall numbers will remain.  They helped 
with the jubilee celebrations and provided coffee and cake for the playground opening.  They 
sent 30 shoe boxes to the shoe box appeal. 
One issue is the lack of preschool provision in the parish so families have to travel to 
Wheatley, Islip or Oakley. 
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7.11 Otmoor Flyer Organising Group 
The Otmoor Flyer is the 16 seated bus provided by Oxfordshire County Council, which visits 
this village and the other villages of the four parishes two days a week.  
Since the time that we heard our regular bus run by Heyfordian was likely to stop operating, I 
made a number of representations to try and have it continue. One of these was a petition to 
OCC, and copied to all those who might be able to help including, our county councillor and 
our MP. In the short time I had available to collect signatures it was signed by over 140 of 
you in this village. I did all that in order to encourage OCC to maintain a regular bus service 
that we were all satisfied with.  
As we got closer to the time of the proposed cuts and it became progressively more evident 
that Heyfordian was going to stop operating its bus service to SSJ I wrote to both the ‘Oxford 
Bus Company’ and Stagecoach asking if they could modify their No 8 service to get them to 
at least visit SSJ and FH a few times per day, six days a week. Neither of them replied 
negatively but neither said they would go ahead and do it. The tone of the replies was, wait 
until our next review and anyway OCC has to agree with any changes.  
In the meantime it was foreseen that SSJ, (and also FH, B and HcS) would be severely 
handicapped if completely deprived of any bus service. As going some way to helping 
villages such as SSJ set up a bus service for themselves, OCC let it be known that they had 
a number of 16 seater mini buses that could be made use of. This village was particularly 
quick to take advantage of this, I believe David, SSJ PC chairman here, was commendably 
quick getting one earmarked for our use (because it was believed that there were few 
available). I also believe he was commendably much involved in the initial stages of getting 
things set up. The arrangement decided upon, with others from Beckley, Forest Hill and 
Horton, i.e. the Four Parishes’ was for a bus, called the Otmoor Flyer to serve all four villages 
as a group.  
Shortly after a committee called OFOG, was formed to run the service.  
I am asking all of you here, whether parish councillors or not to support me in trying to get a 
commercial bus company, such as Stagecoach or the Oxford Bus Company, to provide us 
with a more widely useful service, e.g. 4 times a day six days a week for which they, with all 
their expertise, take responsibility.   
 
8.Suggestions and proposals from the floor 
i) Public Transport – A question was raised as to whether the timings of the Otmoor Flyer 
could be changed.  It was explained that they could not as the buses were used at other 
times for OCC day care transport. 
It is hoped that setting up good neighbour or car share schemes could help those for whom 
the timing of the Otmoor Flyer is not useful. 
ii) Neighbourhood Plan – The first steps to write a neighbourhood plan are underway and 
over the next couple of years the village will be asked to get involved and give opinion. 

 

    The Chairman thanked the members of the public and those presenting reports for their 
attendance and the meeting was closed. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


