
 

 

a a+a  2STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 14th September 
2015 at 7.30 pm in the village hall. 
 
Present: Gina Moore (in the chair) Charlie Burt, David Polgreen, Andrew Clark, Alex Smith, 

David Stern, Clare Massey (Clerk), Anne Purse (County Councillor) for part, John Walsh 
(District Councillor) for part. 

 
Charlie Burt signed the declaration of acceptance of office form and was duly welcomed to 
the parish council. 
 
45.  Apologies - None 
 
46.  Declarations of interest in Agenda items - None declared 
 
47.  Approve and sign minutes of meeting held on Monday 27th July 2015 previously 

circulated. These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and duly approved and 
signed off by the Chairman. 

 
48. PUBLIC FORUM  
 i) An issue was noted with cars parking on the verge on the corner of Bayswater Road and 

the Shepherds Pit road.  The verge is getting very rutted and chewed up.  It was 
suggested to see if this remains an issue in wet weather. 

 ii) Concerns were raised about the planning application submitted for Rectory Farm 
House.  It was queried whether by converting the outbuilding space to holiday 
accommodation that there would then be new outbuilding space needed to store 
equipment and wood. 

 iii) Bonfires in the village recently have been causing a nuisance. 
 ACTION - Add to next agenda for discussion and look at legislation. 
 iv) Breach Farm accommodation has been advertised for rental on the open market and 

this has been reported to the planning enforcement team as a breach of the planning 
conditions that these buildings should be occupied by farm workers.  It is being 
investigated. 

  v) Anne Purse reported she had attended a recent Neighbourhood Action Group Meeting 
and spoken about the speed on the B4027 to the police.  The amount of traffic is 
increased currently due to the North Oxford roadworks and will increase with Woodeaton 
Quarry traffic also. 

 vi) The current consultation on recycling centres is open and there is concern any cuts will 
increase fly tipping which is already an issue in the parish. 

 vii) The plans for a road cutting off from the A34 Abingdon North junction cutting across to 
the M40 at junction 8 have been seen again but it is unlikely currently that there is any 
budget for it in the near term.  

 viii) The report of the results from the recent consultation on Local Plan 2031 should be 
out very soon and then a more focused consultation will be done in the Autumn. 

 ix) There was a recent conference about neighbourhood plans and it was suggested 
Beckley, Forest Hill with Shotover and Stanton St John could write one together. 

 
49. Matters arising from last meetings 
 Repair to wall on Mill Street - still waiting for further quotes 
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 Courtfield Road parking issue - only suggestion from highways was that the driveway 
entrance is widened. 

 Rectory Farm breaches - still under investigation 
 Pothole on Mill Street - been passed to the drainage department who will need to close 

the road to address the issue.  In the meantime warning signs have been put there. 
 Damage to wall on Pound Lane - still no response from SPORN construction despite 

numerous phone calls and messages left.   
 ACTION - Clerk to write to SPORN construction copying in Conservation Officer and 

residents of The Old Manor.  Also include photographs. 
 Speed round corner by Talkhouse - There are worries about the speed of cars along this 

section of the B4027.  It was queried whether a road sign warning of a speed camera 
would be of any use.  Also to ask PCSO again for more speed checks in the recreation 
ground entrance.  Also look at costs of a smiley flashing sign. 

 ACTION - Clerk to ask about road sign, contact PCSO and investigate costs for flashing 
sign. 

 Grass cutting contracting support - No response 
 
50. Update from Cricket Club 
 No update 
 
51. Planning 
 51.1 Planning Applications received: 
 i) P15/S2477/FUL Proposed replacement gardeners facility and new service centre. 

Oxford Crematorium Bayswater Road near Headington OX3 9RZ.  It was agreed to 
REFUSE this application, it was felt to be an inappropriate industrial business in the Green 
Belt and a residential area.  The service centre proposed is a new business not an 
extension of existing operations at the site.  The proposal is on a massive scale, out of 
keeping and intrusive in appearance.  The proposal includes a new entrance for staff and 
would cut through the existing verge.  The new entrance would create another hazard on 
this busy road.  It was felt the building would be insensitive so close to the garden of 
remembrance.  Overall it was felt to be overdevelopment of the site and of an industrial 
nature and appearance. 

 ii) P15/S2816/HH Extension and alterations to the rear to form a stepped two storey 
extension. To the frontage the replacement of 3no small windows with a single unit, as per 
neighbouring dwellings. 15 Courtfield Road Stanton St John OX33 1HA.  It was agreed to 
REFUSE this application.  There are no other 2 storey extensions known of in this road.  
The style proposed does not fit with the existing property or neighbouring properties.  It 
was felt the proposed 2 storey section would be overbearing for the neighbouring property.  
It was felt the scale was out of proportion to existing and neighbouring properties.  There 
was concern that the size of the proposed upstairs rear windows would affect the amenity 
of adjacent properties. 

 iii) P15/S3060/FUL Conversion of existing outbuilding (including insertion of fenestration 
and internal works) to provide two holiday accommodation units Rectory Farm Pound 
Lane Stanton St John OX33 1HF.  This application was received after the agenda was 
published but was circulated to councillors ahead of the meeting for discussion.   It was 
agreed to REFUSE this application.  The proposal would remove amenity buildings for the 
current house and means no provision would remain for a wood store or garden storage.  
There are concerns about where storage space would be found if this area is developed.  
The building to be developed is in the curtilage of a very historically important listed 
building and would change the character of it and with 2 new properties is seen as 
overdevelopment.  There are concerns about the area designated for parking which is 
already currently well used, where would the vehicles currently using the space be moved 
to? 



 

 

 
   51.2 Planning Decisions to be noted:  
 i) P15/S1939/HH Outbuilding conversion to provide ancillary accommodation as self 

contained single bedroom flat for a full-time carer who looks after the occupant of the main 
dwelling. Dragonsfield Mill Street Stanton St John OX33 1HQ - GRANTED with condition 
that it remains ancillary to main building.  Roof light on road side moved. 

 ii) P15/S2163/HH Erection of a single storey side extension and new cladding to existing 
extensions. 15 Middle Road Stanton St John OX33 1HD - GRANTED 

 
 51.3 Planning Decisions pending:  
 P15/S2242/FUL Erection of an agricultural building.  Holly Cottage Mill Street Stanton St 

John OX33 1HJ 
   
52.  Finance 
 52.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations:   
 South and Vale Carers Centre - this request was postponed until the next meeting 
 Wheatley Park School prizegiving - it was agreed to match last years donation and all 

agreed £30 
   
 52.2 Accounts for payment: 
  Clerks Pay Jul 22nd - 2nd Sept (6 weeks)   £571.80 
  Clerks expenses        £30.00 
  Playsafety Limited - playground inspection   £78.00 
  Shingle for car park       £46.24 
  SODC - Uncontested election fees    £100.00  
     
 52.3 Receipts -  
  Precept 2nd Instalment      £5750.00 
   
 52.4 Balances at bank 
  Current Account as at 28th August 2015    £6749.03 
  Deposit Account as at 1st July 2015    £9356.07 
 
 52.5 Signing of form to allow clerk to speak to bank - signed 
 
53. Siding out request from Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council 
 Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council wrote regarding the pavement beside the B4027 

between Forest Hill and the Stanton St John recreation ground.  This has narrowed over 
many years and needs siding out to uncover the full width again.  OCC have no budget for 
this and as it is mainly in the Stanton St John parish a request was made to pay for the 
work to be done.  2 quotes had been received. 

 Councillors will take a look to understand the issue and it will be discussed next meeting. 
 
54. Safety on B4027 
 It was suggested a meeting be called with all parish councils affected by this issue to 

discuss the safety issues with the B4027 to establish a common approach.  It was then 
suggested that each council could write individually to raise concerns and that more letters 
would hopefully have a greater effect than one joint one 

 ACTION - Anne Purse will speak to the road safety officer at OCC to get advice 
 
55. Presentation of play area inspection report 
 Postponed until next meeting 
 



 

 

56. Recycling Centres consultation 
 It was agreed to respond with concerns any closing of centres would have on fly tipping 

which is already an issue in the parish.  Any costs saved by closing centres would go on 
clearing up more fly tipping.  A suggestion was made that companies could be 
approached to have a corporate strategy to help with waste removal (such as removing 
old goods when delivering new ones) and that OCC could incentivise such schemes. 

 ACTION - Clerk to respond to consultation 
  
57. Request to use recreation ground for summer event 
 The request was discussed and all agreed it could be used as long as neighbours are 

made aware, the siting of a marquee was away from properties and a 12 midnight curfew 
was respected. 

 
58. Correspondence Received 
 i) BBO Wildlife Trust - Wildlife News August 2015 
 ii) CPRE - Countryside Voice Summer 2015 
 iii) CTRS grant review letter 
 iv) Police report 
 v) Wheatley Newsletter Aug - Sep - Circulated on email 
 vi) Police Monthly update Aug - circulated on email 
 vii) OALC members update Jul - circulated on email 
 viii) Police Monthly update Sep - circulated on email 
 
 
Dates of Meetings  
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 19th October 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 16th November 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
 


