
 

 

a a+a  2STANTON ST JOHN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 16th November 
2015 at 7.30 pm in the village hall. 
 
Present: David Polgreen (in the chair), Alex Smith, David Stern, Clare Massey (Clerk), John 

Walsh (District Councillor) for part, Anne Purse (County Councillor) for part 
 
75.  Apologies Andrew Clark, Charlie Burt, Gina Moore 
 
76.  Declarations of interest in Agenda items - None 
 
77.  Approve and sign minutes of meeting held on Monday 19th October 2015 previously 

circulated. These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and duly approved and 
signed off by the Chairman. 

 
78. PUBLIC FORUM  
 Comments were given on the planning application for 1 Woodperry Hill, the person felt 

that it could be contested on grounds of Local Plan policy D1 in which states that it must 
be of good design.  They felt it was ugly and large for that site as it is currently a Victorian 
farmhouse.  They felt their neighbours would be upset with the imposing size. 

 There was a complaint that Rectory Farm still has signs up even though their permission 
for them is seasonal. 

 A complaint was received regarding the recent motocross event which was very noisy.  
We have been informed this was a one off. 

 The SODC Green Belt study is not open for consultation but feedback can be given in the 
Local Plan 2031 consultation.  It is a good idea to decide what response would be given 
regarding the parcels of land identified as possibly being removed from the Green Belt.  
Within Parcel 12 areas 15 and 16 are in our parish.  One site is a slope which has been 
identified because the slope means it can't be seen from the rest of the Green Belt.  It 
would however have its own issues for development because of the steep slope and the 
flooding at the bottom.  The brook is currently a natural boundary for the Green Belt which 
if it were breached a definite boundary would be lost. 

 ACTION - Add to next agenda to discuss 
 It was mentioned that there is often flooding of Bayswater Road at Bayswater Brook 

because the drain is blocked. 
 ACTION - This has recently been investigated so clerk to write to Gordon Hunt and ask if it 

can be cleared. 
 OCC have voted to remove all bus subsidies.  Other options such as private schools 

contributing, donations from those who have bus passes and contributions from parish 
councils may mean we can keep some service. 

 It is proposed that all Children's Centres are closed and hubs will be in place for those in 
dire need.  There is a campaign to keep Wheatley Children's Centre and a meeting is 
taking place on 1st December, Wheatley Park School 7:30pm. 

 ACTION - Poster to be displayed 
 Two letters had been received from the Bayswater area with concerns about the Green 

Belt Study.  The Parish Council will use the points raised when responding. 
 David Polgreen attended the recent Town and Parish Forum by SODC.  Information about 

planning enforcement was given.  All were encouraged to develop Neighbourhood Plans.  
Grants are available for structures not schemes up to 50% of the cost.  These could be 
used for the playground equipment or cricket pavilion. 
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 Anne reported that the police had not found anywhere safe to do speed checks elsewhere 
on the B4027 but will keep raising the issues.  

 
79. Matters arising from last meetings 
 Repair to walls in village including Mill Street - Alex Smith to contact Andrew Clark to carry 

out a list of all repairs needed together 
 ACTION - Alex Smith to do an audit of repairs needed 
 Pothole on Mill Street - OCC know work is still to be done 
 Damage to wall on Pound Lane - Letter has been sent to SPORN construction, The Old 

Manor and the conservation officer but as yet no responses have been received. 
  
80. Planning 
 80.1 Planning Applications received: 
 P15/S3418/FUL 1 Woodperry Hill Stanton St John OX33 1AL  Demolition of existing 

dwelling with extant planning permission to extend, subsequent erection of new four bed 
dwelling.  Views were given that this is a large building not in keeping with the original 
property.  Overall it was felt there were no strong views. 

  
   80.2 Planning Decisions to be noted:   
 i) P15/S2816/HH Extension and alterations to the rear to form a stepped two storey 

extension. To the frontage the replacement of 3no small windows with a single unit, as per 
neighbouring dwellings. 15 Courtfield Road Stanton St John OX33 1HA - GRANTED 

 ii) Solar farm, Elsfield - REFUSED 
 
 80.3 Planning Decisions pending:  
 i)P15/S2242/FUL Erection of an agricultural building.  Holly Cottage Mill Street Stanton St 

John OX33 1HJ 
 ii) P15/S2477/FUL Proposed replacement gardeners facility and new service centre. 

Oxford Crematorium Bayswater Road near Headington OX3 9RZ. 
 iii) P15/S3060/FUL Conversion of existing outbuilding (including insertion of fenestration 

and internal works) to provide two holiday accommodation units Rectory Farm Pound 
Lane Stanton St John OX33 1HF.   

 
 80.4 Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council had suggested that a joint meeting was held 

to discuss the Green Belt Study.  All agreed this would be good and to include Beckley 
with Stowood Parish Council also. 

 ACTION - Clerk to respond to Forest Hill 
   
81.  Finance 
 81.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations:  None 
    
 81.2 Accounts for payment: 
  Clerks Pay 14th Oct - 11th Nov  (4 weeks)   £381.20   
  Dog Bin Emptying Apr - Sep     £75.35   
  
 81.3 Receipts -  
  None 
   
 81.4 Balances at bank 
  Current Account as at 30th October 2015   £10,492.23 
  Deposit Account as at 1st October 2015    £9365.49 
  

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/S3418/FUL


 

 

 81.5 Discussions for budget 2016/2017 - It was again suggested that we increase the 
 precept to cover the budget.  This will be finalised at the next meeting when hopefully 
 more councillors will be present. 

  ACTION - clerk to circulate the proposed budget and the comparison between 
 parishes. 

 
 
 
82. Safety on B4027, speed signs and response from Chief Constable 
 The police Customer Relations Officer for Road Safety had responded to our letter stating 

she was not aware of speed traps on Bayswater Road, that they are assessing areas for 
further speed monitoring and that speed cameras are not dealt with by them.  A response 
was discussed and agreed.   

 ACTION - Clerk to send the response. 
 A leaflet regarding speed around the village was discussed and agreed 
 ACTION - Clerk to get printed and organise distribution 
 OCC Highways stated that currently there is no option of parish councils contributing to a 

new speed camera.  If they did the current cost is £25,000 which is prohibitive.  Data for 
vehicle activated speed signs is very variable.  Overall it seems they reduce traffic speeds 
by 4mph to 9mph.  There is no consistent data as to whether there is a lasting effect on 
reducing speed. 

 ACTION - more research into speed signs needed. 
 
83. Outcome from Bus Consultation 
 OCC have voted for all bus subsidies to be removed although the final decision won't be 

taken until the February budget meeting.  The parish council were very disappointed that 
this seems to be against the results of the consultation. 

 ACTION - Clerk to write to Cllr David Nimmo-Smith and express disappointment at the 
decision versus the outcome of the consultation.  Our area was one of the most vocal but 
no notice seems to have been taken.  Even if the 118 service is retained the limited 
timetable makes it unusable for the most vulnerable villagers. 

 
84. Issues with bonfires in the village 
 The environment health guidance was read out.  For a bonfire to be classed as such a 

nuisance, the smoke will have to be affecting you in your home and/or garden.  It will also 
need to be happening on a regular basis (two or three times a week). There are laws 
relating to burning trade waste on industrial or commercial premises.  If these bonfires 
emit dark smoke, then an immediate offence is committed. 

 ACTION - Circulate to the absent councillors for information. 
 
85. Correspondence Received 
 i) CPRE magazine - Oxfordshire Voice Autumn 2015 
 ii) Clerks & Councils Direct - Nov 2015 
 iii) Police report - No crimes in October 
 iv) OALC October Update - circulated on email 
 v) Police Area monthly report - circulated on email 
 
 
Dates of Meetings  
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 14th December 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 11th January 2016, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
 


