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Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 19th October 
2015 at 7.30 pm in the village hall. 
 
Present: David Polgreen (in the chair) Charlie Burt, Gina Moore, Alex Smith, David Stern, 

Clare Massey (Clerk), John Walsh (District Councillor) for part. 
 
59.  Apologies Andrew Clark, Anne Purse (County Councillor) 
 
60.  Declarations of interest in Agenda items - None 
 
61.  Approve and sign minutes of meeting held on Monday 14th September 2015 

previously circulated. These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and duly 
approved and signed off by the Chairman. 

 
62. PUBLIC FORUM 
 i) Large amounts of flytipping were noted in 2 locations, at Menmarsh bends and 

Bayswater Road 
 ACTION - Clerk to report and include link of how people can report in newsletter 
 ii) It was noted that there are stones missing from the walls in Middle Road and issues 

with the kerbstones on the corner from Hillcraft Road to Middle Road.  This will be 
discussed later when looking at other repairs needed. 

 iii) Speed on the B4027 was again raised as a concern, particularly it was noted as an 
issue as the number of cyclists using the route has increased over recent years. 

 iv) The speed of cars on Pound Lane, particularly outside the cottages which front onto the 
road was raised as a concern.  This will be discussed when discussing speeding in the 
village later. 

 v) Anne Purse had raised the consultation ongoing regarding proposals for the A40 
between Witney and Oxford.  It was felt that any improvements to traffic flow here would 
impact then on North Oxford roundabouts which could highlight the need for alternative 
solutions to be sought.  A concern would be if there were to be a bypass from the A40 at 
Cutteslowe to the A40 at Forest Hill and what impact that would have on the parish.  Anne 
suggested responses to the consultation oppose improvements of the A40.  

 vi) SODC has recently commissioned a report to look at the Green Belt.  Areas of our 
parish near Wick Farm were identified as potential areas where the green belt boundary 
could be revised.  It was raised by a member of the public that this site and those nearby 
in Bayswater area were historic sites from Saxon and maybe Roman times.  The 
Bayswater valley is of great note for early botany and the diversity of plants in this area 
was highlighted.  There is concern that any creep into the Green Belt would lead to more 
development.  Bayswater brook is currently a good natural boundary and if this is 
breached there are concerns about where it will end. 

 
63. Matters arising from last meetings 
 Repair to wall on Mill Street - 2 very different quotes were received so there were 

concerns whether one was doing a permanent repair whereas the other was doing a 
patching repair.  It was noted that there are many areas of loose stone in the village. 

 ACTION - Alex Smith to do an audit and then quotes will be sought to repair all areas. 
 Pothole on Mill Street - This has now been filled but no drainage work done so it is hoped 

a more permanent solution is still being sought. 
 Damage to wall on Pound Lane - SPORN construction agreed to do the repair prior to a 

letter being sent but as yet this has still not been done. 
 ACTION - Clerk to write letter asking this is done very soon. 
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 Road to Stanton Great Wood - Planning enforcement responded to say that the road was 
notified to them and no further action was needed. 

 
64. Update from Cricket Club 
 The story is still yet to be published as the paper changed their terms and as such funds 

have not been received.  Planning for a SportEngland grant application for a new pavilion 
is ongoing.  The cricket club have now been promoted to Division 2. 

 
65. Planning 
 65.1 Planning Applications received: None  
   65.2 Planning Decisions to be noted:  None 
 65.3 Planning Decisions pending:  
 i)P15/S2242/FUL Erection of an agricultural building.  Holly Cottage Mill Street Stanton St 

John OX33 1HJ 
 ii) P15/S2477/FUL Proposed replacement gardeners facility and new service centre. 

Oxford Crematorium Bayswater Road near Headington OX3 9RZ. 
 iii) P15/S2816/HH Extension and alterations to the rear to form a stepped two storey 

extension. To the frontage the replacement of 3no small windows with a single unit, as per 
neighbouring dwellings. 15 Courtfield Road Stanton St John OX33 1HA 

 iv) P15/S3060/FUL Conversion of existing outbuilding (including insertion of fenestration 
and internal works) to provide two holiday accommodation units Rectory Farm Pound 
Lane Stanton St John OX33 1HF.   

   
66.  Finance 
 66.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations:   
 South and Vale Carers Centre 
 Oxfordshire Befriending for Life (OxBEL) 
 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind 
 It was decided to repeat last year's plan and collate all applications for donations until later 

in the year and assess them together 
 Society of Local Council Clerks (split with FHwSPC)   £65.50 
 All agreed 
 Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxon Wildlife Trust membership £46.00 
 All agreed 
   
 66.2 Accounts for payment: 
  Clerks Pay Sep 2nd - 14th Oct (6 weeks)   £571.80 
  Clerks Expenses       £12.96 
  Julian Money Village maintenance Apr-Sep   £530.00  
 66.3 Receipts -  
  None 
   
 66.4 Balances at bank 
  Current Account as at 30th September 2015   £11,850.99 
  Deposit Account as at 1st July 2015    £9356.07 
  
 66.5 Quarterly review of finances against budget - In the first 6 months of the year the 

council has spent 38% of its budget.  No areas of concern were found. 
 
 66.6 Initial discussions for budget 2016/2017 - the budget items were looked at comparing 

what was spent in total last year and also how spend against budget is progressing this 
year.  It was noted that the budget is always in excess of income and therefore it was 
suggested the precept needs to be increased.  Further discussions will be held at the next 
meeting.  At this point there may be more information about which services will be further 
cut by Oxfordshire County Council. 

 



 66.7 Engagement of Internal Auditor - It was agreed to use the same auditor as last year 
as the cost has remained the same.  The engagement letter was signed. 

 
67. Siding out request from Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council 
 A request was received from Forest Hill with Shotover Parish Council regarding the 

footpath alongside the B4027.  This is mainly in the Stanton St John parish and is getting 
very narrowed with overgrown vegetation.  Two quotes were presented for siding this out.  
The council proposed that seeing as it is of benefit to both parishes the cost be split 
equally, the cheaper quote was chosen. 

 ACTION - Clerk to go back to FHwS PC and propose splitting the cost 
 
68. Safety on B4027 and speed signs 
 Quotes have been sought for flashing vehicle speed activated signs.  This would cost the 

council at least £3300-£3500.  It was suggested more research is done as to what data 
there is for their outcomes, whether there is a discount for buying more than one, whether 
they work in the dark and whether we need to get any permission to put them up and at 
what cost.  It was also queried what the cost of paying for a speed camera would be.  

 For Pound Lane it was thought the parish council request to change the speed limit has 
previously been explored and rejected by SODC as being too costly.  It was suggested a 
note to all villagers asking they stick to a 20mph limit through the village and 30mph on the 
B4027 may help slow down other road users. 

 ACTION - Clerk to research signs and camera.  Clerk to draft leaflet and send to Chair for 
approval.  Gina Moore will write again re the white lines on the B4027 down past the 
Beckley turn, once written it will be sent to neighbouring parish councils to see if they wish 
to sign also.  

 
69. Presentation of play area inspection report 
 The overall risk rating for the play area is medium.  Decay was noted to the timbers.  The 

parish council agreed to start again looking at replacement equipment and where grants 
can be sought to pay for this. 

 ACTION - Clerk to investigate grants and natural wood play equipment. 
 
70. Issues with bonfires in the village 
 Postponed until next meeting. 
 
71. Wall safety in the village 
 There are concerns about the boundary wall to John White House which has large cracks. 
 ACTION - Clerk to contact New College 
 
72. Proposed dates for next year's meetings 
 It was proposed to schedule meetings for the second Monday of each month as this 

seems to avoid most school holidays. 
 ACTION - Clerk to send to village hall and councillors to check availability 
 
73. Town and Parish Forum - any questions 
 None - email David Polgreen if any arise before the forum 
  
74. Correspondence Received 
 i) Police Monthly update October - circulated on email 
 ii) Parish police report 
 iii) OALC members update September - circulated on email 
 iv) Wheatley Newsletter - circulated in email. 
 
 
Dates of Meetings  
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 16th November 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 14th December 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 


