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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 
25th May 2015 at 7.30 pm. 
 Present: David Polgreen, Andrew Clark, Alex Smith, David Stern, Clare Massey (Clerk), 

John Walsh (District Councillor). 
 
 Councillors signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms.  Gina Moore will sign at the 

next meeting.  Register of Interest forms were circulated and will be returned to the 
monitoring officer. 

 
7.  Apologies Gina Moore 
 
8.  Declarations of interest in Agenda items - None 
 
9.  Election of Officers 
 9.1 Election of Chairman - Andrew Clark nominated to reinstate David Polgreen, this was 

seconded by David Stern.  David Polgreen was duly elected. 
 9.2 Election of Vice-Chairman - David Polgreen nominated Gina Moore to be reinstated as 

vice-chair.   This was seconded by Andrew Clark, this will be carried forward to the next 
meeting. 

 
10.  Approve and sign minutes of meeting held on Monday 13th April 2015 previously 

circulated. These were accepted as a true record of the meeting and duly approved and 
signed off by the Chairman. 

 
11. PUBLIC FORUM 
 i) It was reported that a resident in Courtfield Road requires access to his drive for his 

large wheelchair friendly vehicle.  He is unable to get the vehicle in or out of his drive if 
cars park opposite.  It was suggested that a keep clear sign or disabled parking space 
opposite would resolve the issue. 

 ACTION - Clerk to discuss with highways. 
 ii) The bollards on Pound Lane have run out and more are being sought to do the other 

side. 
 iii) There was some damage to the wall opposite the entrance to Old Manor.  This has 

been repaired by the contractor responsible but there was concern the mortar didn't 
match.  It was felt that this would mellow in time.  Other areas of wall damage around the 
village  were noted and these will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 ACTION - Clerk to add to next agenda   
 
12. Matters arising from last meetings 
 Response from Police to letter regarding safety on B4027.  The letter was read out.  They 

confirmed they will assess the 50mph section as a potential mobile camera enforcement 
site.  An update on this assessment can be requested at any time. 

 
13. Introduction of new District Councillor 
 John Walsh was recently elected to the District Council.  He is aware the major issue 

facing the parish is planning.  He felt that Grenoble Road is more likely to be a big 
development than Wick Farm.  It was recognised that the Green Belt can't be extended 
out any further on this side of the city as it is already up to the Bucks border.  SODC have 
previously told Oxford City Council they are happy with the area of Green Belt. 

 Other areas SODC deal with are housing and waste collection. 
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14. Grants for pavilion and play equipment 
 The Daily Mail have agreed to buy the story written with Colin Dexter.  In addition to this 

money a donation appeal will be published with the story.  All councillors agreed to add 
'Stanton Ground Fund' as a new cheque indemnity to the parish council bank account for 
these donations. 

 An application is also being made for an 'Inspired facilities' grant.  The closing date is 8th 
June for payout in September so there won't be a new pavilion this season. 

 The grant being applied for will not be large enough to also support new play equipment 
so alternative grants will need to be found for this.  It was felt there was no immediate 
hurry for replacement.  

 
15.  Planning 
 15.1 Planning Applications received: 
 P15/S1174/HH The Chequers, Middle Road, Stanton St John, OX33 1EX. Enlargement of 

2 rear ground floor windows.  All councillors approved the application. 
   15.2 Planning Decisions to be noted: 
 P15/S0454/FUL Rectory Farm Pound Lane Stanton St John OX33 1HF.  Erection of toilet 

facilities - APPROVED 
 P15/S0769/HH 1 Woodperry Hill Stanton St John OX33 1AL Erection of two storey side 

extensions to both eastern and western elevations of existing dwelling to provide 
additional living accommodation. - REFUSED 

 15.3 Planning Decisions pending:  None 
 15.4 Any updates on review of Green Belt - SODC do not plan on reviewing the Green 

Belt having stated they are satisfied with it.  There has been no further news on the 
Oxfordshire Growth Board plans.  

 
16.  Finance 
 16.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations:   
  Oxford Green Belt Network     £15  
  ORCC         £50 
  Open Spaces Society      £45 
  David Polgreen proposed all above subscriptions were renewed.  This was seconded 

 by Andrew Clark and all agreed. 
  Open Spaces Society 'Lost Commons' Appeal  
  This was discussed and it was agreed that a £20 donation be made. 
 16.2 Accounts for payment: 
  Clerks Pay Apr 1st - May 6th (5 weeks)    £476.50 
  Clerks Expenses  - printer cartridges    £27.72  
  Stonemason        £396 
  New College Rent for recreation ground Mar 15 - Mar 16 £350 
  M Page Electrical - Install light at Wynburgh   £90 
  The Land Registry - fee for registering lease    £40 
  Trevor Dines - Builder installing light at Wynburgh  £65 
 16.3 Receipts -  
  VAT reclaim        £3035.80 
   
 16.4 Balances at bank 
  Current Account as at 30th April 2015    £8439.11 
  Deposit Account as at 1st April 2015    £9346.76 
  
 16.5 Internal Audit report - The internal audit report was presented and accepted by the 

 council.  The findings were that data should perhaps be stored in a 'cloud' setting as 
 currently paperwork, computer and electronic backup are all in the same location.  It 
 was suggested the insurance is checked to ensure the correct level of Fidelity 
 Guarantee Insurance.  A review of the effectiveness of internal audit was discussed, 
 completed and signed. 

 ACTION - David Polgreen to investigate cloud options 

http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/ccm/support/Main.jsp?MODULE=ApplicationDetails&REF=P15/S0769/HH


 16.6 Signing final accounts, annual return and governance statement 
  The final accounts were presented and signed.  The PC voted unanimously to 

 approve the two declarations: ‘this Council approves the Statement of Accounts as 
 shown in Section One of the Annual Return as a true record of the financial position of 
 the Council for year ending 31/3/15’ and ‘this Council approves the annual governance 
 statement as written in Section Two of the Annual Return’  

 
 16.7 Change to interest rate on bank account - It was noted that the interest rate for the  

 current account will reduce to 0% in June. 
 16.8 Choose insurance company for next year - Quotes were received from the broker 

 Came and Company and also Zurich.  Came and Company initially had a higher quote 
 but then matched that of Zurich.  Although it was noted that the policy of quoting 
 higher and then being able to match a lower quote was a policy which was not liked it 
 was agreed that keeping with Came and Company was the best option for continuity 
 of service and they are known for being helpful with advice.  

 
17. Reviewing Annual Documents 
 17.1 Asset register 
 17.2 Standing Orders 
 17.3 Risk Assessment 
 17.4 Financial Regulations 
 All above documents were reviewed and signed. 
  
18. Correspondence Received 
 i) Clerks and Councils Direct May 2015 
 ii) OALC April Members update - circulated on email 
 iii) Police Monthly Update - Circulated on email 
 iv) A parishioner had raised concern about a new roadway being built off Menmarsh Road. 
 ACTION - Clerk to investigate if planning permission is needed. 
 
Dates of Meetings  
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 22nd June 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 27th July 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
 


