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Minutes of the Meeting of Stanton St John Parish Council held on Monday 27th July 2015 at 
7.30 pm. 
 Present: David Polgreen, Andrew Clark, Gina Moore, David Stern, Clare Massey (Clerk), 

Anne Purse (County Councillor), John Walsh (District Councillor) 
 
31.  Apologies Alex Smith 
 
32.  Declarations of interest in Agenda items - David Polgreen declared an interest in 39.1i) 

as a close neighbour of the application 
 
33.  Approve and sign minutes of meeting held on Monday 22nd June 2015 previously 

circulated. One amendment was made to 23 viii) changing Hillcraft Road to Courtfield 
Road.  These were then accepted as a true record of the meeting and duly approved and 
signed off by the Chairman. 

 
34. PUBLIC FORUM 
 i) SODC update - SODC are now in their new offices in Milton Park, Didcot.  Council 

meetings still take place in Howbery Park, Wallingford as this is the only place big enough 
to house the whole council. 

 The results from the last Local Plan 2031 consultation should be published soon and the 
next stage will be consulted on in the Autumn.  The planning application for the Solar 
Farm near Elsfield has been submitted. 

 ii) Complaints were raised about the mowing of the verges in the village.  Long cuttings 
were left on the road which in some areas is a serious slip hazard.  The grass was so long 
it has been chewed up rather than cut.  The council will discuss later. 

 iii) OCC update - Anne Purse reported that she has asked that the timings of cuts be 
rotated.  It seems that our parish is late in the cycle for cuts which means we always have 
a late first cut and the second cut is past the end of the season.  It is hoped a rotation 
system would mean we weren't always having these issues.  It was suggested that one 
option is to take over the contracting from OCC and the parish council arrange cutting 

 ACTION - Clerk to write to area steward and ask what support is available for such a 
move. 

 OCC are still looking at where cost savings can be made.  The bus subsidies are a current 
issue, there is still anxiety about rural children's centres and there will be an upcoming 
consultation on recycling centres.  It could be that there will be some recycling centre 
closures where facilities could be shared with adjacent counties and a consultation is 
expected soon. 

  
35. Co-option of new parish councillor 
 Councillors asked questions of the applicant 
 
36. Matters arising from last meeting 
 Repair to wall on Mill Street - A quote had been received to repair the wall, it was a large 

job because damaged stone needs replacing and it needs rebuilding from about half way 
down as much of it is unstable.  Due to the size of the quote 2 other quotes will be sought. 

 ACTION - Clerk to get more quotes. 
 Courtfield Road parking issue - response from Highways read out.  Clerk to write again 

and ask what can be done to support this parishioner 
 Rectory Farm breaches - a site visit has been carried out but no further information has 

been given 
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 Potholes on Pound Lane and Mill Street - the pot hole on Pound Lane has been fixed but 
the one on Mill Street has not.  This is now very deep and the clerk has reported again 
and sent a photo. 

 Damage to wall on Pound Lane - The clerk has spoken to SPORN construction and will 
chase their response 

 ACTION - Clerk to chase 
 
37. Update from Cricket Club - Nothing to report 
 
38. Bus service consultation  
 The county council are currently consulting on how to reduce spending on bus subsidies.  

The 108/118 service through the village is one of those which will be affected by any 
changes.  Various suggestions have been made to help support a shortfall in subsidy, this 
could include those who currently use the service with a bus pass being asked to give a 
voluntary donation.  A community transport scheme was a suggestion but these take a 
long time to set up.  Could the schools whose pupils use the bus contribute or parish 
councils? 

 The parish council will respond to the consultation with an open letter as it was felt the 
consultation questions did not give opportunity to put across all of the points.  The letter 
will state how vital the service is for the independence of elderly people who tend to live in 
the villages.  It will lead to many becoming isolated.  There are no services in the village 
such as doctors or a post office and removing the bus service would put extra strain on 
other services such as home care and ambulances.  Also many would have to travel by 
car to get their pensions which would increase congestion on the cities roads into 
Headington or Wheatley. 

 ACTION - Clerk to send response to consultation. 
 Horton-Cum-Studley parish council have invited all 4 parish councils to their next meeting 

on 10th September to discuss a joint response.  It was thought this was too late with the 
closure of the consultation on 14th September however someone will try to attend. 

 ACTION - Clerk to respond to HcS and ask which councillor would like to attend 
 
39. Planning 
 39.1 Planning Applications received: 
 i) P15/S1939/HH Outbuilding conversion to provide ancillary accommodation as self 

contained single bedroom flat for a full-time carer who looks after the occupant of the main 
dwelling. Dragonsfield Mill Street Stanton St John OX33 1HQ.  Views of parishioner read 
out.  There was concern that the rain water drainage in the North Eastern corner is onto 
the neighbour's property and worries about where they would therefore plan a soakaway.  
The roof light facing Mill Street is an issue as it would affect the street scene in the 
conservation area.  David Polgreen did not participate in discussions or voting.  It was 
voted that the above views be submitted and it was not approved or refused. 

 ii) P15/S2163/HH Erection of a single storey side extension and new cladding to existing 
extensions. 15 Middle Road Stanton St John OX33 1HD - All agreed to approve 

 iii) P15/S2242/FUL Erection of an agricultural building.  Holly Cottage Mill Street Stanton 
St John OX33 1HJ.  There were concerns primarily with the height of the proposal and 
that the proportion could be more in keeping with the existing property.  It was agreed to 
object on the above basis and suggest the height was reduced by 1-2m. 

 iv) P15/S2202/FUL Installation and operation of a solar farm and associated infrastructure, 
including inverters, transformers, substation, CCTV, fencing and communications building 
for the life of the solar farm. Wadley Hill Farm Elsfield OX3 9SR.  Councillors were split on 
the benefits of renewable energy and the site being more acceptable than the last 
application against the semi-industrialisation of the Green Belt and whether this would set 
a precedent.  As there was no consensus view and the council are not required to 
comment it was decided that councillors could give their own personal views in response 
but the council would not respond. 

 
   39.2 Planning Decisions to be noted: None 



  
 39.3 Planning Decisions pending: None 
   
40.  Finance 
 40.1 Applications for routine subscriptions and donations:   
   
 40.2 Accounts for payment: 
  Clerks Pay Jun 10th - Jul 22nd (6 weeks)    £571.80 
  Julian Money  - Purchase and installation of bollards on Pound Lane £255 
  BDO LLP - external audit fee      £240 
     
 40.3 Receipts - None 
   
 40.4 Balances at bank 
  Current Account as at 30th June 2015    £8524.00 
  Deposit Account as at 1st July 2015    £9356.07 
 
 40.5 Presentation of external audit results - There were no findings on the audit.  The 

Council approved and accepted the annual return and report. 
 
 40.6 Quarterly review of finances - In the first quarter 25.33% of budget was spent. 
 
41. Proposal for wooden bollards in Cox Lane 
 A letter had been distributed to Cox Lane residents asking for their opinions on replacing 

the current plastic bollards with wooden bollards.  Four responses were received 
expressing strong views both for and against.  The issue arose because it was 
commented to the council that the new wooden bollards on Pound Lane and Middle Road 
looked more aesthetically pleasing than plastic ones.  It was felt that the main problem is 
the blind turn for cars leaving the village from Middle Road turning left into Cox Lane and 
potentially meeting cars coming down Cox Lane who have to take avoiding action.  There 
were concerns that putting bollards on the verge here would result in the Cox Lane cars 
not being able to take avoiding action and therefore be a danger.  It was agreed that with 
strong views on both sides including those who felt there was no erosion issue that the 
council review the situation and review any verge damage over the winter. 

 
42. County Council verge cutting 
 Discussed above in OCC update 
 
43. Gravel in village hall car park 
 Three quotes were presented for 20mm shingle.  The cheapest quote was chosen. 
 ACTION - Clerk to get gravel delivered and request volunteers to help spread when 

delivery date is known 
  
44. Correspondence Received 
 i) Clerks and councils direct Jul 2015 
 ii) Police report Jul 2015 - circulated on email 
 iii) OALC members update Jun 2015 - circulated on email 
 iv) Invitation to Neighbourhood Planning Conference 2nd Sept 2015 - Andrew Clark may 

be interested 
 v) Concerns were raised again about the safety on the B4027.  The roadworks in North 

Oxford are creating more traffic as is the Woodeaton Quarry traffic.   
 ACTION - Clerk to write to OCC and ask white lines are repainted and cats eyes repaired 
 vi) There were concerns about the speed of traffic coming round the bend by the 

Talkhouse towards Forest Hill.  The police have recently put a mobile speed camera in the 
entrance to the recreation ground which may help this if done regularly.  

 ACTION - Clerk to speak to PCSO and ask more checks are done on this corner. 



 vii) A comment was received about the play area not being up to the standards of 
surrounding villages.   

 ACTION - Chair to confirm this will be replaced in the next few years and is inspected 
regularly to ensure continuing safety 

 
 
 All members of the public left the meeting.  Councillors discussed the application for the 

casual vacancy and Charlie Burt was duly co-opted to the council. 
 
 
Dates of Meetings  
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 14th September 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
SSJ Parish Council Meeting - 19th October 2015, 7:30pm, Village Hall 
 


