
 

Biodiversity Statement  
 
As a public authority in England, Sutton Cheney Parish Council has a legal duty 
(https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/16/section/40)  to have a regard to conserving 
biodiversity as part of its policy or decision making. Conserving biodiversity can include restoring or 
enhancing a population or habitat.  
 
The parish council demonstrates its duty to have regard for biodiversity with reference to 
“Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife and ecosystem services” 
(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/biodiversity-2020-a-strategy-for-england-s-wildlife-
and-ecosystem-services) and by identifying the following ways in which it aims to integrate 
biodiversity in its day to day business:  
 

• In its development and implementation of policies and strategies: Environmental 
considerations are at the heart of all parish council policies and strategies. Where possible 
parish maintenance works are carried out with consideration for seasonal flora and fauna. 
Employees work from home and Councillors and employees are all long-term local residents 
with affinity for their surroundings and a keen interest in its sustainable development.  

• In its consideration of and input into the management of the planning system and in its 
consideration of and input into the development of infrastructure (roads, buildings and 
flood defences): The parish council aims to add local knowledge to support Hinckley and 
Bosworth Borough Councils current Core Strategy and its Local Plan and The National 
Planning Policy Framework: http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/policy/. 
Sustainable development, conservation and enhancement of the environment, and 
biodiversity are key considerations in each of these policies.  

• In its management of:  

o Public Open Space – The council manages its land using environmentally friendly 
practices that will promote biodiversity. Grass and hedge cutting is carried out by a 
local landscaping and countryside management contractor and a tree works are 
addressed by a local tree surgeon.  

o Community amenities (St. James Church, Dadlington, Sutton Cheney Allotments, 
Shenton War Memorial) Each of these sites embrace landscaped areas for visual 
appeal and accessibility together with conservation areas, natural hedgerows and 
areas planted with wild flower seeds.  

o Waste and pollution: The parish council regularly addresses the issue of dog fouling 
and is constantly reviewing procedures to tackle this antisocial behaviour. The 
provision of litter bins is reviewed regularly.  

 

• In its decisions about procurement: Where possible the parish council sources local products 
and services.  

•  

• In its implementation of economic, environmental and social programmes: The parish 
council is supportive of community ideas and projects to enhance the conservation and 
enhancement of the environment. Volunteers are encouraged to take care of individual areas 
and this will be extended as the parish considers preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan.  
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